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The Press Confernece of a Monk

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

In Hong Kong Soho, there are always monks

( f& N ) with begging bowls asking for

donation. That reminds me of a press conference
with a strange setting many years ago.

Carpets with exotic colours were on the floor.
Low rectangular tables with smooth forms, like
those used in Buddhist ceremonies, were arranged
in the shape of a horseshoe. A soft aroma was in the
air. Parts of the room were lit up while some
corners were in shadows. The curtains were
reflecting light as if they were covered with a thin
layer of crystal. There was a sense of abundance as
if a feast was going to take place, although neither
food nor drink was served. The tables were empty.

A monk, who looked like a martial art master,
checked my invitation letter and pointed at a chair

near the far end. A few western journalists, all

men, came in. The monk's body language
indicated that he was more at ease with westerners.

After a while, another monk, in a robe with
deep folds, emerged from a door behind the head
table. Under the spotlights the folds of the fabrics
on him looked like the board and vibrant
brushstrokes in a traditional Chinese landscape
painting executed by a great master. He was
smiling. His voice was soft.

He spoke in English, but in a way that I could
not hear very well. I wondered if it would be easier
for me to catch his words if I were a native English
speaker. Eventually I gave up trying to catch his
words. At the end of the press conference the
western journalists walked up to him as if they got
all the messages. They had a lot of follow up

questions to ask. I left.
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Upon hearing that a specialty store for Japanese baby formula in Mong Kok,
Kowloon, would get its new stock in yesterday, many parents began queuing at
5 am. At its peak some 100 people were in the queue. Police had to mobilize a

force to help maintain order.

The panic buying of table salt in Hong Kong a few days ago has already made the
city a "laughing stock". But this baby formula "run" is quite different in nature
from the "salt panic buying", and therefore should not be regarded as another "blind

run"

First of all, it is a fact that in Hong Kong baby formula is in short supply. Long
before the 9—magnitude earthquake rattled Japan, supply on the Hong Kong
market was already tight. This situation began a couple of years ago when buying
baby formula in Hong Kong became a "must" on the itinerary of individual visitors
from the Mainland. For, baby formula bought in Hong Kong had become a most
welcome gift back on the Mainland following the exposure of the scandal in which
Sanlu milk products were found to have been contaminated with melamine. So in
the past couple of years it has become increasingly difficult to buy baby formula in

Hong Kong and local mothers have been complaining endlessly about it.

Compared with name brands from Europe, the United States, Australia or New
Zealand, Japanese brands of infant formula products, such as Morinaga, Meiji and
Snow, used to be less popular and, because of this, their prices were lower. So a few
years ago, some Hong Kong mothers began to switch to Japanese products.
According to the latest statistics the Japanese baby formula's market share in Hong

Kong has increased sharply to 25% from less than 10% before.

On the other hand, anyone with common sense knows that a baby will
accustom itself to taking a certain kind of milk powder. Having become
accustomed to a certain brand of infant formula from birth, a baby may have
problems if fed with another brand, such as suffering indigestion or skin allergy.
Therefore mothers normally refrain from changing formula for their babies,

especially babies that are less than six months old.

But the situation now has gone from bad to worse. A 9—magnitude
earthquake devastated Japan causing radiation leakage from the Fukushima Daiichi
nuclear power plant. This has made the tight supply of Japanese—made baby
formula even tighter. "Panic buying of salt" was out of ignorance and people
followed like sheep. But the "formula run" results from really extenuating
circumstances. People who don't have babies may not be able to understand the

feelings of young parents.

Therefore, officials from the relevant authorities such as the Food and Health
Bureau and Consumer Council must try to understand from the position of
mothers who feed their babies on Japanese—made formula their deep concerns and
worries. Their predicament cannot be solved by a few consoling words. More
importantly, it seems to be an inevitable fact that Japanese—made baby formula will

continue to be in short supply and eventually go out of stock.
According to industry insiders, the new stock of Japanese—made formula
delivered yesterday was ordered before the earthquake. There will be another

delivery to fulfill this purchase order. After that it is impossible for the Japanese

manufacturers to accept any new orders. For one thing, the quake—hit area is an
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animal husbandry centre, in particular dairy farming. Secondly, the disaster has
seriously damaged Japan's manufacturing, logistics and transportation. Milk
powder produced in Japan must also meet domestic demands first. There is also the
shadow of nuclear radiation. All in all, it is impractical to expect that the supply of
Japanese—made milk powder can continue to meet Hong Kong's demand in the

same way as before.

In face of facts, therefore, mothers feeding their babies with Japanese—made
formula must make adjustments on their own, switching to formula from other
places for their babies. Departments of pediatrics of public hospitals and Family
Health Services should increase hands to help mothers deal with the problem of

adaptation, free of charge.

On the other hand, Food and Health Bureau and Consumer Council must
provide sufficient information to introduce baby formula products from places
other than Japan such as nutrition facts, quality and retail prices. Right now a few
retail shops are taking the opportunity to grab staggering profits by raising prices of
baby formula products. As a result, some formula now sells at 30% more than
previously. Such mentality of "making a fortune from an earthquake" is absolutely
intolerable. Those who wantonly raise prices must be dealt with in accordance
with the law. Some people have proposed restricting or even banning Mainland
visitors from buying baby formula in Hong Kong. Such a proposal is short—sighted
and impractical. Some 60% of foodstuffs available in Hong Kong come from the
Mainland. It is out of question for either side to ban the other from buying or

selling goods. 22 March 2011

WORDS AND USAGE :

(D Get sthin (phrasal verb) - To collect or gather something and
bring it into a place. (] > R )

Examples © 1. This model is out of stock, but we'll be getting our new
stock in on Friday. 2. We'll try to get the money in somehow.
(2 Laughing stock (idiom) - Someone or something that
everyone laughs at because they seem stupid or ridiculous. ( 2247 )

Examples 1. Another performance like this and the team will become
the laughing stock of the league. 2. I can't wear this to the party, or I'll
become a laughing stock !
(3 Accustom someone to (doing) sth (phrasal verb) — To
get someone used to ( doing ) something. (feeeeee TERS---- )

Examples © 1. I think we can accustom Tom to the new rules without
difficulty. 2. It shouldn't take long to accustom your students to working
1n groups.
@ Go from bad to worse (idiom) - A situation which is already
bad becomes even worse. ( BAHEIE - HRHERT )

Examples 1. Under the new management, things have gone from bad
to worse. 2. I'm afraid that things are going from bad to worse.
(® Like sheep (idiom) — If people behave like sheep they don't
behave independently but follow what others do or think. (5EHIR
e |aie)

Examples © 1. Tourists are led around like sheep. 2. What do they mean

when they say small investors are just like sheep 7
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