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My REPLY: As aluizys)
Mom's pessimistic, but
I'm opfimistic. )

An Exhibition about Hong

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com

[ went to the Hong Kong Museum of History on a
Sunday to see the exhibition 'Centenary of China's
1911 Revolution' ( 2EXZ #EmyH FI4ERE ) .

It was crowded. Many young people were there
looking attentively at the exhibits. I have to say I
was surprised as going to exhibitions in Hong
Kong is not regarded as something very
entertaining.

The short films taken during the revolution and
the pictures of China photographed by foreigners
at that time attracted the most viewers. In an image
on Le Petit Journal ( February 1911 ) , some men
are having their queues cut, a way to say goodbye
to the hairstyle dictated by the Qing Court.

One part of the exhibition is about the role played
by Hong Kong, but not many viewers were there.

In the middle was a screen showing old photos of

Kong (1)

Hong Kong, featuring the old looks of Queen's
Road Central and the waterfront. Of all those old
buildings, only Man Mo Temple ( SZEER * the
temple for the god of literature and the god of
martial art ) s still there. On the left and right of
the screen , I saw some quotable quotes about
Hong Kong. One of them is taken from a speech
of Dr. Sun Yat—sen. He made that speech when he
was invited to give a talk at the University of Hong
Kongin 1923.

Sun's address is interesting. He began by saying
that he felt as though he had returned home
because Hong Kong was his intellectual birthplace.
He said he had not prepared a speech but thought
he would like to answer certain questions which
had been put to him many times and which, no

doubt, many present would also like to put to him.
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The comprehensive impact of Japan's combined disaster of devastating
earthquake, tsunami and nuclear pollution is showing up day after day. Right
now, what is attracting world attention is the damage to the food chain done by the
nuclear pollution. Many countries have stepped up their radiation checks on
foodstuffs from Japan. However, the global impact of Japan's combined disaster is
far from being limited to this. For instance, since Hong Kong's import of
foodstuffs from Japan is quite limited, we may instead need to pay greater attention

to the influence on prices.

Besides Japanese foodstuffs, other problems affecting Hong Kong people's daily
life are also showing up. First of all, decrease in supply of Japanese foodstuffs due to
the colossal disaster is pushing higher prices of substitute goods from other regions.
For example, prices of dried seafood items, such as abalone and scallop, have soared.

As these are not daily food items, there is no need to worry too much about their
price hikes. Rather, attention and concern should be given to the influence on
prices of daily food items such as rice and cooking oil. Many of the disaster—hit
regions and neighbouring counties in Japan are rice production centres, with their
output estimated to account for 30% of the country's total. Hence it is expected
Japan's demand for imported rice will grow, bringing new pressure for prices to go

up in international market.

Secondly, in addition to food supply, the supply chain of many industrial products
is also broken or on the verge of being broken, particularly in automobile,
electrical machinery and electronic industries, which are Japan's strong points.
As quite many key parts and materials are produced in Japan, down-—stream
processing and assembly productions worldwide are being aftected badly. Prices of
some products such as semiconductor chips have already begun to soar. It is not

easy to find substitute products in a short period of time.

This shows the supply shock Japan's disaster is bringing to global market. Sudden
supply contraction triggers price hikes of relevant products. At present, it is still
hard to ascertain the ultimate outcome and how long this situation will last. For
one thing, conditions of the disaster have yet to stabilize. Leakage of nuclear
radiation is till going on, polluting more and more places. Nuclear radiation is not,
as previously anticipated, diluted after spreading to the sea or rising to high sky, but
instead spread out and come down to the earth's surface with rain— or snow—falls.
In the end, the Japanese government may have to define an uninhabitable area, as
what had done after the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. How large this area will be can
only be ascertained after the nuclear incident is resolved and conditions of the

disaster become stable.

The second problem lies in the difficulties to ascertain the conditions of the
disaster. Many earthquake—struck coastal places are still submerged under water or
impossible for reconstruction because seawalls are destroyed. Fishery and fish
farming industries along the coast are nearly completely wiped out. Fishing boats,
facilities and fish farms are mostly destroyed, with many practitioners being killed or
injured. As for industrial production, even if factories are not seriously damaged, as
long as infrastructure facilities such as roads and power supply fail to resume normal
operation, production cannot be restored to normal. Heavy losses of energy
facilities caused by the colossal disaster may have a more far—reaching impact. Oil
refineries which supply fuels and the nuclear plant which supplies electricity either
have been damaged or have to suspend operation. As a result, they have
respectively lost 20% of their production capacity. Recently, alot of coal and crude
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oil imported by Japan has to be transshipped to other places, because the damaged
coal—fuelled power plants and refineries (in the disaster—hit region ) can no

longer absorb the supplies of raw materials.

In view of this, after the instant supply shock, Japan may not be able to restore its
production capability in quite a long period of time. The resulted gap will have to
be closed up by gradual expansion of production in other regions in the world.
During the period of temporary shortage in between, global prices will face this
new pressure, originated in Japan, to go up. Later on, reconstruction of the
disaster—hit places when conditions of the disaster become stable will create another
kind of pressure on prices - the demand shock caused by sharply increased demand
in Japan. Japan's demand for many construction materials, electrical machinery and

other products will force prices to further go up.

Unfortunately, pressures on prices originated in Japan's demand and supply come
in a time when natural calamities and man—made misfortunes frequently happen in
the world. In recent years, natural disasters have caused sharp reduction of
agricultural productions in many countries such as Russia, Australia and India.
Turmoil in Middle East and North Africa stimulate oil prices to hike. Grain prices
have already hit historical highs early this year. Oil prices have also risen to their
highs in more than two years. Now with the [Japan factor] added, the saying

that [ misery loves company | can never be truer.

Under such circumstances, citizens must get psychologically prepared that prices
of goods may rise considerably and remain high. Pollution can be avoided but there
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is no escape for price hikes.

WORDS AND USAGE :

(1) Show up (phrasal verb ) ~ To become easy to see. ( ( #) &
R - BHGHARR > BERLZR)

Examples © 1. Her wrinkles showed up in the strong sunlight. 2.
Something odd has shown up on the X—ray.
(2 Far from (doing) sth (idiom) - Almost the opposite of
something or of what is experienced. (3EFF)

Examples 1. His work is far from perfect. 2. Far from grateful for my
help, she said I had ruined the evening.
(3 Limit sth to sb/sth ( phrasal verb ) — To make something exist
or happen only to a particular place or within a particular group. This
phrase is usually used in the passive. (RIER)

Examples * 1. His stay in this city is limited to 4 days a month. 2. The
teaching of history should not be limited to dates and figures.
(@) On/to the verge of (doing) sth (idiom) - At or close to
the point or time when someone does something or something happens.

(¥Rl ST B

Examples 1. Some animals are on the verge of extinction. 2. She was
on the verge of tears.
(5 Be one's strong point/suit (idiom) - Be a thing that one
does well. (5 » Rz )

Examples © 1. History is not his strong points. 2. Mathematics is
definitely not his strong suit.
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