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% LIBERAL STUDIES

Cash) handoutt must be)

55 368 HA

mli- -

lawsabiding) and) efficient

At last, the Financial Services and the Treasury Bureau yesterday gave details of
how the government would handle the giveaway of $6,000 to each permanent
resident, which has been gazed by many citizens with eager expectations in past
months. If everything goes well, the first batch of eligible citizens will receive the
money in the first half of November.

According to government statistics, about 6.1 million residents will be eligible for
the handout. This "benevolent measure" of the government will cost tax payers HK

$38 billion.

No doubt, all Hong Kong citizens are happy to learn about the timetable for the
cash handout. But for people in various sectors, the happiness may have different
meanings. Middle—class people mainly feel that they well deserve some rewards
from the government. The vast majority of grass—roots people, on the other hand,
genuinely feel excited for having some extra money in hand. For a family of four,
just the discussion about how to spend the extra $24,000 - whether to buy a
computer or a new television set or to travel — would keep them excited for quite
a while. A family receiving Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA)
surely would want to take their children to eat a good meal out...

Seeing that citizens already feel so happy even before they actually receive the
money, the SAR Government must become deeply aware that "strong governance
for the people" should never be empty talk. In the past when Hong Kong suftered
economic difficulties and the government had to reduce its spending and to raise
taxes and charges, citizens had "tightened their belts" to ride out the predicament
together with the government. Now the environment has improved, the
government could afford to spend more as its cofters are "flooded" (with money).
Should government officials become smug about it and concerned only with their
own future career? Or should they instantly think of citizens of various sectors —
including middle—class people who contribute more but enjoy less benefits and
grass—roots people who live from hand to mouth — who have supported the
government through thick and thin, think of children from families receiving
CSSA who haven't been to the Disneyland ever since the theme park opened, and
consider sharing a proportion of the surpluses with people so as to promote social
harmony? This has really posed a big challenge to the government. Today, while
all citizens may benefit from the $6,000 handout, isn't it that the SAR Government

has also learned a good lesson?

The handout of $6,000 was announced by Financial Secretary John Tsang
Chun—wah on March 2, or more than three months ago. Now people still have to
wait for at least another four months to receive the money. On this, there are
complaints all around about the low efficiency of the SAR Government with many

people questioning why it has made it so troublesome to hand out the money.

In regard to this, authorities concerned yesterday gave their explanations which
sounded quite reasonable. First of all, this is the first time ever in Hong Kong's
history for the government to give away more than $30 billion to six million
citizens. The government cannot but be careful and cautious. How to define "an
eligible citizen"? Are the hundreds and thousands of Hong Kong ID card holders
who have migrated overseas eligible? What about new immigrants who have lived
in Hong Kong for less than seven years? Which date should be set to decide a
young person as reaching his age of 182 How to hand out the money to people

without a bank account? How to hand out the money to aged and disabled people,
or people who have difficulties to move about or mental illness patients?... There

are indeed a lot of problems that need to be considered.

Moreover, the government must hand out the money in accordance with the
law. Under the Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance, anyone including the SAR
Government is denied free access to a citizen's personal banking account.
According to the law, the government cannot have free access to even the banking
account of a CSSA recipient, though its data are known and have been checked.
Because of this, even after the Legislative Council (Legco) approves the allocation
of the fund for the handout, an eligible citizen will still have to go to a bank or post
office to fill a form giving his consent for the government to deposit $6,000 into his

account or send him a check. Only then can the government act accordingly.

Such rules sound somewhat ridiculous and pedantic. However, no government
action should transgress bounds or go against the law. Therefore, while the
arrangements for the handout appear quite troublesome and the money won't be
sent out until at least four months later, citizens should make allowances for this and

give their support.

Needless to say, while the government must abide by the law, relevant authorities
should also really feel eager to meet citizens' demand, making efforts to hand out the
money as quickly as possible. Opposition lawmakers should also give the fund
allocation "quick scrutiny and quick approval". They must not play any more
political tricks in this regard. Otherwise, it would be difficult for them not to get
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scolding from citizens.

WORDS AND USAGE :

@) In hand (idiom) ~ In one's possession or control. ( EFE)
Examples: 1.Keep your attention on the matter in hand. 2.1 still have
$500 in hand after paying the bill.
(2)Quite a while (idiom) - Quite a long time. (#F—[#T » fHE R
H— B R )
Examples: 1. It took me quite a while to fill out the questionnaire. 2.1
haven't seen Sally in quite a while, but she hasn't changed much.
(3)Eat out; dine out (phrasal verb) -~ To have a meal in a restaurant,
etc., rather than athome. ( 7E/MALE » TR B EEIZER )
Examples: 1.1 enjoy eating a meal out every now and then. 2. It costs a
lot of money to dine out often.
@ Ride sth out (phrasal verb) - To manage to survive a difficult
period orsituation. (F85Z(f + ZIRIEEE (#HEH) )
Examples: 1.1 think we'll ride out the current crisis. 2.Is this boat strong
enough to ride out the storm?
(5 Through thick and thin (idiom) — Through good times and bad
times. ({EAEMITEHT )
Examples: 1.She has remained loyal to the party through thick and thin.
2.Over the years, we went through thick and thin and enjoyed every

minute of it.
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My Tai Chi Teacher (1)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Why didn't Brightness, my Tai Chi teacher,
write his own book about Shadow Boxing? I asked
the question when he said he was going to do
Master Tsang's revised edition. After going to his
funeral and reading the booklet about his life, I
came to know that the children of Tsang had also
considered to do the revised edition. Why didn't
Brightness leave the job to them and go ahead to
write his own book?

One of his friends answered my question: "he
said he would write."

Another one answered "might be" because he
did not know what to say and how to say. He was a
genius of Shadow Boxing. Like many gifted
people, he had no difficulty to get onto the other
shore and he didn't know why many of his students

could not cross the river, like him, in a single stride.

He was a believer of education and he did not
admit that he was gifted in this respect. Had he
come to terms with that, he might have tried to
question the way Tai Chi was taught to most
learners.

Brightness used the Chinese language as the
medium of instruction. And he chose to use a
mixture of classical and modern Chinese when he
talked to his students during his Tai Chi lessons.
He said time and again that the names of the
fighting techniques were poetic ( & & FY ) and
could bring out the beauty of Shadow Boxing.
That might mean the poetic elements would be
kept, easier than learning the details of the
movements. In fact, using the Chinese language
we use in Hong Kong to carry the messages as

subtle as those in Shadow Boxing is a real challenge.
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