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Our nation provides wider stage for
HK science research

Results of appraisal and election for the annual National Natural Science
Awards in 2011 have been publicized. Eight academics from three schools in
Hong Kong - Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (HKUST),
Hong Kong Polytechnic University (PolyU) and Hong Kong Baptist University
(HKBU) — have been elected for the second prize. Among them include
Professor Nancy Ip Yuk Yu, the laureate of the L'Oréal-UNESCO (United
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization) Awards for Women
in Science who is popular among Hong Kong people, and the four—member
research team headed by Professor Yunhao Liu from HKUST's Computer
Science and Engineering Department. This is the 15th consecutive year that
Hong Kong scientists win this national award in natural scientific studies. And
this year, both the number of Hong Kong scientists elected and the number of

prizes they are elected to win are the largest ever.

Hong Kong scholars being elected to win major national science and
technology awards this year fully shows Hong Kong researchers can entirely rely
on their own advantages to find their places and play their roles in various
national undertakings. As such there is great potential for their future

development.

Professor Nancy Ip, one of those elected for this year's national awards,
can be said a role model for Hong Kong researchers. She was elected as the
youngest academician of the Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS) in 2001, won
her first prize of the National Natural Science Awards in 2003, and won the
Women in Science Awards (known as the "Nobel Prizes for women") in 2004.
For years, she has not only kept pegging away at her scientific researches but
also actively participated in cooperation and exchange with Mainland scientists.
As a neuroscientist, she again is elected for this year's National Natural Science
Awards with her fresh achievements. Her success is not just a result of her talent
and unremitting efforts, it has also benefited from Hong Kong's comparatively
good environment for scientific research. It is also beyond doubt that the great
attention given by our nation to science research as well as our nation's
development has opened a large stage for her to bring her talent and potential into
full play.

Hong Kong owns eight high—standard public universities and numerous
research institutions. Hong Kong's outstanding research capability and teaching
standards are highly praised in the world, which also form part of Hong Kong's
core competitiveness. But for a long time, what has perplexed the sector of
science research is the lack of space for development and the difficulty to
marketize research results. These problems have even caused a brain drain.
Fortunately, with the incessant development of our nation in recent years and
especially the start of implementing the 12th Five—Year Plan this year,
fundamental changes may hopefully take place to put this situation into
reverse.

As an official from the Ministry of Science and Technology said earlier in
Hong Kong, development of science and technology is a major focus of the 12th
Five—Year Plan. In next five years, the state will increase its input in innovative
science and technology — from 1.62% of the national gross domestic product
(GDP) at present to 2.2% in 2017. Greater importance attached and more input
no doubt will open a greater stage for science research personnel. In fact, the SAR
Government has also seen potential opportunities from this, making it clear that

Hong Kong will strengthen cooperation with the Mainland in science and
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technology. The SAR Government will encourage Hong Kong researchers to
participate in national programmes and to coordinate with the country's
development. Financial Secretary John Tsang Chun—wah proposed in this year's
Budget to provide financial support to 12 Hong Kong laboratories which have
formed cooperative partnership with key national laboratories. Each of them
would be granted $2 million every year to upgrade their research capability.
Financial support is just the first step. For various research institutions the

opportunity to expand room for cooperation is more significant.

Input is one thing. Another is correct orientation. Under the 12th
Five—Year Plan, Hong Kong's relations with the Mainland inevitably will
become increasingly closer. Hong Kong's science and technology development,
research projects and research personnel's vision must be upgraded to the higher
level of national development, instead of focusing on Hong Kong alone. It is true
that not all research works are policy concerned, but strengthening exchange and
cooperation with science research institutions and productive enterprises on the
Mainland to speed up turning research results into efficient production definitely
will open broader prospects for Hong Kong's science researches. At the same
time, Hong Kong could also help introduce international advanced and

sophisticated information and technology into the Mainland.

We congratulate on the Hong Kong scientists who are elected for the
National Natural Science Awards. At the same time we hope that Hong Kong's
science research could upgrade itself during the period of the 12th Five—Year
Plan, that Hong Kong's research personnel, while gaining broader development
space, could also make their contributions as Hong Kong compatriots to help
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turning the Motherland into an innovative country.

WORDS AND USAGE:

(1) Consecutive (adj) - Describes events, numbers, etc. that follow one after
another without an interruption. ( HIFE » HER) )

Examples: 1.The numbers 4,5,6 are consecutive. 2.1t has rained for four
consecutive days.
(2)Role model (phrase) — A person regarded by others, esp younger people, as a
good example to follow. ({TERPAE » HEfE )

Examples: 1.Sports stars are role models for thousands of youngsters. 2.A teacher
should act as a role model for his students.
(3Peg away (at sth) (phrasal verb) - To work doggedly or persistently. ( EXEf
MR TR - B T1F)

Examples: 1.She keeps pegging away at her dissertation. 2. The boy pegged away
at a home assignment.
(4) Brain drain (idiom) — The loss of qualified scientists, doctors, engineers, etc.
to another place for better pay, equipment, or conditions. ( A Jit4k )

Examples: 1.Brain drain, also known as human capital flight, is a serious issue in
many countries. 2. To reverse its brain drain, China is making effort to lure back
top Chinese scientists working overseas.
(5 Put sth into reverse (idiom) - Start to make something happen in the
opposite way. ( HilE )

Examples: 1.Sales of luxury homes may be put into reverse as prices have gone
up too high. 2.The financial crisis started in 2008 put the US economy into

reverse.
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Idiomatic English (1)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

A friend read a story I have written and sent
me an e—mail: "I have started looking at the text,
but the early pages, at least, strike me as being
rather un—idiomatic." She sent me a short text
edited by her.

I wrote her an email in reply: "I have read
your text very carefully. It does read a lot
smoother. If we work together, I am sure we can
write a bestseller (15883 ) . An English scientist
told me he did not know what I was talking
about, but as he read on, he found the text
interconnected.  Please  excuse my  endless
optimism. Waiting for Godot and Harry Potter
were both considered unfit for publishing by
many well-known publishers. Had their writers
not have enough confidence to bring them to the

world..." T know what I am saying and why I say

it that way.

And [ am trying to write in 'Hong Kong
English'. Many Hong Kong people tend to look
down upon 'Hong Kong English'. I am a bilingual
(B£2E ) writer and will never write in the way
one who speaks and writes only in English.
Sometimes English comes in when I write in
Chinese and my Chinese is different from that of
a writer who writes only in Chinese.

I wil try to do a bit of 'expectation
management': perhaps telling the readers about
my way of writing at the beginning of my book.
In any case, those who pick up my book are not
ordinary readers. They are probably 'adventurers'
like me.

After writing for nearly 30 years, I have learnt
to live with my style.
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