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Lai's "black gold" political
manipulation must be investigated

The biggest scandal in Hong Kong politics was exposed yesterday.

It turns out that in the past several years operating funds of the opposition
parties like the Civic Party, the Democratic Party, League of Social Democrats
and the Frontier have mainly come from one and the same financier - Next
Media's boss Jimmy Lai Chee—ying. Of these parties, the Democratic Party and
the Civic Party each received over $10 million. Last year, the Democratic Party's
more—than—$3—million operating funds almost came entirely from Jimmy Lai. It

seems all of the "Big Four" opposition parties now carry the surname of "Lai".

Moreover, that "Political Cardinal" Joseph Zen Ze—kiun has, since 2005,
received from Jimmy Lai between $3 million to $5 million each year, the total so
far amounting to more than $20 million. But the Catholic Diocese of Hong Kong
yesterday stressed that it had no knowledge of such a huge amount of donations
and it had never received any money from Lai. It seems that not only is the
Catholic Diocese in the dark, but even God has been cheated by one of His
"shepherds"!

Furthermore, Anson Chan Fang On—sang, the so—called "Conscience of Hong
Kong", also received from Jimmy Lai $200,000 and $1 million in 2007 and 2008
respectively. The former was given to finance her running for a Legislative
Council seat, and the latter for her to set up the Citizen's Commission on
Constitutional Development (CCCD) to oppose the government's political
reform proposals. It seems not only the "Big Four" opposition parties are now

surnamed "Lai", even Mrs. Chan has also changed her "surname".

The breaking news, first circulated on the Internet and then widely reported by
newspapers and the electronic media, have created a public uproar. With the
cast—iron evidence of order checks bearing actual names, the person involved —
Jimmy Lai Chee—ying — dares not respond but plays dumb. His Apple Daily
furtively mentioned the scandal briefly on its "political gossips" page. The
"beneficiaries", the opposition parties and individuals concerned, dares not
confirm or deny the reports, stuck as they are in deep embarrassment in which

any clumsy denial would only result in self—exposure.

Surely, Hong Kong is a free society where everyone has the right to lend his
support to any political organisation(s) of his choice. Nevertheless, when all
major opposition parties and all trouble—making activities in Hong Kong are
supported by one and the same "financier" and media boss, then the problem is
absolutely not so simple but extremely serious. The heart of the matter lies in
"manipulation". What on earth is Jimmy Lai's motivation for pouring millions
of dollars into opposition parties and individuals? What is his aim? Could it be
said that he is so selfless and generous that he is only giving without caring for any

returns?

Moreover, with major opposition parties being taken into Lai's camp, is there
any room left for democratic politics to exist and develop independently in Hong
Kong? Can the political eco—environment in Hong Kong society still progress in
a normal and healthy way? Whenever "Boss Lai" or the "boss of the boss" wants
this or that, such as to oppose political reform today and to fight against
arrangements for filling Legislative Council vacancies the next, would his

"subordinates" be so bold as not to follow instructions and do as told?
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As a matter of fact, in any democratic country or society, party politics is tied to
money in a thousand and one ways. But "political donations" with a purpose,
attempt and expectation of returns, especially "political black gold" with the
donor behind the scene monopolising and manipulating everything, are
absolutely intolerable in all democratic societies with the rule of law. In recent
years, Japan has changed its prime ministers like in a musical chairs game, several
of them having to step down in disgrace after being exposed for accepting

"political donations".

After the 1997 handover, Hong Kong SAR is now an inseparable part of the
People's Republic of China (PRC). Under the principle of "one country two
systems", "Hong Kong people running Hong Kong" with a high—degree of
autonomy, Hong Kong will preserve its capitalist system for 50 years. But no
attempt by a couple of individuals ganging up with foreign forces to turn the
SAR into an anti—China, anti—communist base can be tolerated. Jimmy Lai has
spent huge sums of money to buy over opposition parties and manipulate
anti—China and trouble—making activities in Hong Kong in an all-round way.
This is a political fact that is very serious in nature. Relevant departments of the
SAR Government and the Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) must start a thorough investigation. Citizens are entitled to ask Jimmy Lai
to publicly clarify: What links are there between his "political black gold" and
foreign forces? How long will his Apple Daily continue its anti—China line to
make trouble in Hong Kong?
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WORDS AND USAGE

(1) One and the same (idiom) —
k)

Examples: 1.In fact the soldier and the priest were one and the same person. 2.

The very same person or thing. ([al—1@ - 58

Art and science were almost one and the same until the R enaissance.
@ Play dumb (idiom) —
knowledge, usually in order to avoid responsibility. (
1 )

Examples: 1. Tom played dumb when I asked him if he knew who had been on

To pretend to be slow—witted or lacking in specific

SRR - e - R

the telephone. 2.1f you really want to come out of this without too much damage,

my advice is to play dumb.

(3 Heart of the matter; crux of the matter (idiom) —

critical point of an issue. ( RRERBHHE » BE 2 KR )
Examples: 1.And now we come to the heart of the matter. Who is going to pay

for all this? 2.1n this trial the bloodstains represent the crux of the matter.

(@ Pour sth into (phrasal verb) - To provide a large amount of something. ( &

R RER)

Examples: 1.More and more waste and poison are poured into the water, the soil

The basic, central or

and the air. 2. The government poured a large sum of money into the project.

() Take sb into sth (phrasal verb) -

organization. (e TR0
Examples: 1.You should read the story in the Guardian: How Tony Blair was

To accept someone into an institution or

taken into the Murdoch family fold. 2.Four suspects were taken into custody (=
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The Problem of Being "Low Tech"

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com ) I

Recently I wrote an e—mail to a friend about
the book I am about to publish: "My strong
point is to get the story. My weak point is that I
change the story I have written very often."

I told her my problem could be the result of
being bilingual. Something that sounds good in
one language does not work well in another
language and I tend to look for something that
sounds really good in both Chinese and
English. In fact it is making things difficult. As a
result, I need a good team of editors to work
with me, including a good copy—editor and a
good proofreader. If I have the necessary
resources, then my book project will be a
promising one.

The other problem I am having now sounds

funny. I use a computer that's bought last
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November. I found the word files not stable. Its
auto correct is too active and it changes spellings
and words as if it has a life of its own. [ went to
asked why. The
technician said that probably my software was not

the computer shop and

the latest version. In that case, there would be
conflicts between the operating system and the
word files... Of course, it is because the user (I
myself) is too "low tech".

Then, after loading the text of my book into
a design programme to do the layout, I found
words and styles changed again. I think I need a
copy editor who can work on the text with the
layout. According to my experience with the

book I have been struggling for such a long time,

many details in the original text would get lost

after page—making.




