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Xi's speech
is morale—stimulating and inspiring

Vice President Xi Jinping, who is also a member of the Standing Committee of
the Politburo, yesterday met the Beijing—visiting delegation from the Hong
Kong Federation of Guangdong Hakka Associations. Xi briefed them about
the nation's present political and economic situation and the strategic goal of
turning the country into a socialist cultural power through deepening

restructuring of the cultural system.

Through visiting the Mainland and meeting with national leaders, it is very
helpful and beneficial for Hong Kong's social organisations and personages from
various sectors to gain a better understanding of the national circumstances and
strengthen their confidence in [ one country two systems | . For example, Vice
President Xi this time pointed out that, facing up to a changeable international
situation this year, the correct policy decisions made by the Central Government
had ensured the economy to grow stably with a relatively high speed and
effectively kept Inflation in check. As a result, agricultural production and
peasants' incomes had increased. All such marked a good beginning for the 12th
Five Year Plan ( for Social and Economic Development in 2011 - 2015 ) .
Members of the delegation from Hong Kong fully agreed to his remarks and felt
inspired.

Members of the delegation from Hong Kong felt more deeply moved that, like
all other national leaders, Xi Jinping once again emphatically and sincerely
expressed his care, expectation and support for compatriots in the Hong Kong
SAR. Vice President Xi pointed out, seeking development, seeking stability and
seeking harmony remained the main—stream public opinion in Hong Kong. As
long as all sectors in Hong Kong society concentrated on getting their jobs done
in a down-to-earth matter and in accordance with President Hu Jintao's
general requirement of [ concentrating on economic development, practically
and effectively improving people's livelihood, gradually and orderly advancing
democracy, and accommodating and helping each other to promote harmony | ,
Hong Kong was bound to overcome current difficulties and challenges and brace

itself up for greater and a more beautiful future.

As suggested by the title of Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen's last
Policy Address — From Strength to Strength, Hong Kong society right now is in
a critical moment of taking over from past achievement and setting a new
course for future. Our externally—oriented economy is threatened by unstable
factors in international market. Calls in society to curb prices of consumer goods
and housing grow increasingly louder. Politically, there will be elections one after
another, including the election for 18 District Councils this coming Sunday. At
such a moment, one can really get some better understanding and new inspiration
by brushing up on speeches and requirements on Hong Kong made by
President Hu Jintao and other national leaders.

‘What is inspiring in the first place is that seeking stability, seeking harmony and
secking development at least has already become a common aspiration and
consensus of more and more citizens, even if this has yet to become a goal
unanimously adopted by the whole of society. Such a situation is not so easily
won. In the early days after Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, a majority of
citizens still took a wait—and—see attitude. The influence of more than a century's
colonial rule would not disappear overnight. The SAR Government needed time
to practise and gain experience in running Hong Kong. So at one time, there had
been all kinds of appeals and controversies in society. People had felt quite
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disturbed and perplexed.

Nevertheless, "As distance tests the strength of a horse, so time reveals the true
heart of a person." A series of policies and measures launched by the Central
Government to stabilize and help Hong Kong, out of its sincere care and support,
have eventually convinced Hong Kong society and won its understanding. Now,
seeking stability, seeking harmony and seeking development increasingly

becomes the heartfelt wish and mainstream public opinion in Hong Kong society.

On the other hand, "The tree prefers calm but the wind will not die away."
International anti—China, anti—communist forces, which never give up its plot to
make use of Hong Kong to create trouble for China, and some local opposition
politicians have once and again stirred up political turmoil in Hong Kong under
the banner of "democracy and human rights", impeding the governance of the
SAR  Government while blaming the Central Government exercising its
constitutional rights as "intervention". Nevertheless, "Lies are lies which can
never bury the truth." Today, who really works for Hong Kong constructively
and who makes trouble to ruin Hong Kong, an increasingly clear demarcation has
been formed in people's minds. The recently exposed scandal about Apple Daily
boss Jimmy Lai Chee—ying engaging in "Black Gold Politics" to make trouble for
Hong Kong has shocked the vast majority of citizens. They will from now on
keep their eyes open. So who is a human being and who is a ghost now carry on
its face and is apparent to the eye. In the run—up to the district council election
on Sunday, the opposition camp is in an utter chaos, making mournful cries. By
contrast, Vice President Xi Jinping's speech yesterday sounds even more
morale—stimulating and inspiring ( for majority citizens ) .
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WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Brief sb about/on sth ( phrasal verb ) — To tell someone a summary with
the essential details about something. ( &2/ )

Examples © 1. Before the meeting, let me brief you on what to expect. 2. We
need to brief the president about the latest event.
(2) Keep/hold sb/sth in check (idiom) - To control or restrain someone
or something. (31 H95R)

Examples © 1. We must keep our spending in check. 2. I was so angry I could
hardly hold myselfin check.
(3 Down-to-earth (adj. ) - Practical, realistic and sensible. ( F5ER > ]l
BT R )

Examples 1. One must work in a down—to—earth way. 2. My grandfather was
a very down—to— earth man.
(@) Take over from sb/sth ( phrasal verb) - To start doing something that
has been done by others before. (&R - Bt

Examples ! 1. In less than 20 years, some analysts predict, Chinese will take over
from English as the most commonly used language on the World Wide Web. 2.
When do you take over from the former chairman?
B Brushup (onsth) (phrasal verb) - review something one has already
learned. (7 > EHIR)

Examples © 1. Before I go to Paris, I must brush up on my French. 2. He wants

to brush up his knowledge of electronics.
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Little Stories

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

My friends always ask me what I am writing.
I tell them I am writing little stories I come
across.

When I was in Norwich in the UK, I stayed
in a hotel about ten minutes' walk from the place
of a charity organisation ( 3% 3 fH #% ) for
rescued donkeys and ponies. There, animals were
sold at auction. If nobody bought them, they
would not be given a chance to live.

During the two months I stayed in Norwich,
I went there to watch the donkeys. One day I
met the founder of the charity. She said that
George, one of the rescued donkeys, did not let
anyone go near him. At the end she consulted an
animal psychic who could communicate with
animals. It was said that the donkey told the
psychic his own story. After that, he allowed only
the founder, not even her husband and son, to
approach him.

She let me see George and I told him: “I am
working on a book about Norwich. If you want
me to write about you, come.”

The donkey walked to me and let me touch
him. The founder was surprised. Later I wrote a
poem about George in my book Why do People
in Norwich Look Young? A few years before I
met George, I rescued a kitten on a narrow lane
near my studio in Hong Kong.

The street musicians playing near the open
market in Norwich were also included in my
poems. In Hong Kong, the biggest open market
in Central is about to be removed. It is close to
the Alley of a Hundred Children ( FFE ) | the
place where the anti—Qing revolutionaries gave
talks to enlighten the public more than a century
ago. There are no street musicians but there are a
lot of visitors. I also wrote about this place in my
book.

L. Aot




