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Making better preparations
for more newborn babies

The Secretary for Food and Health Dr. York Chow Yat—ngok yesterday
disclosed that over 70,000 babies were born in Hong Kong in the first 10 months
of this year. So it is to be expected that the number of newborn babies will reach
90,000 or more for the whole of this year. This will set a "high production"
record for Hong Kong in 45 years.

In Chinese tradition, the birth of a child is a happy event. For Hong Kong, the
arrival of 90,000 new lives is especially welcome as in the past two decades the
birth rate has remained low. This rate dropped as low as 0.9 percent ( or nine
births per one thousand people ) in 2003. Although it rose slightly to 1.1% last
year, it is still below the replacement rate of 2.1 births for every mother. As is well
known, the only outcome of a low birth rate for society over a long period of
time is the aging of the population and slower productivity. And as a result, both
individual and public expenditures will rise sharply.

So, in general, it may be said that the 90,000 little lives will inject new vigour
into Hong Kong society and make up fresh troops for future development. A
large number of pregnant Mainland women who come to Hong Kong to give
birth have thus made their "contribution" to Hong Kong society by making up
for the low birth rate. But in view of the pressures brought on Hong Kong s
obstetric services and distribution of public resources in future, a high birth rate
boosted by Mainland women coming to deliver babies in Hong Kong has
advantages and disadvantages, arousing concern as well as bringing happiness.

The relevant authorities must consider this issue carefully and take necessary steps.

As a matter of fact, in regard to pregnant Mainland women flooding into
Hong Kong to give birth, the Food and Health Bureau, Hospital Authority and
public and private hospitals have already worked out a series measures, including
public hospitals giving priority to serving local pregnant women while the private
hospitals focus on serving Mainland women who have booked places and
received prenatal examinations. Despite this, cases of Mainland women in labour
coming to deliver babies at the last minute, without making prior appointments,
still occur. There have even been cases of Mainland women in labour giving birth
at immigration checkpoints. On the other hand, seeing profits can be made from
helping pregnant Mainland women come to give birth in Hong Kong, some
savvy business people have set up so—called "intermediary services" companies.
They claim they ensure bed bookings and prenatal examinations, and services for
the one—month post—natal care. While they make profits, there is no assurance of

safety.

Next year is the Year of the Dragon in the Lunar Calendar. Given people's
mentality of "hoping their children to become dragons ( successful ) ", the birth
rate may shoot up higher. For this, relevant authorities and public and private
hospitals must make sufficient preparations to further implement the system of
giving priority to local pregnant women and requiring Mainland women to make

bookings, to ensure fairness and safety.

Given Hong Kong's medical—care system, the serious shortage of medical
personnel, including obstetricians, nurses and midwives, appears all the more
serious and urgent. In public hospitals, job loads are heavier, shortage of hands
more serious and work pressure heavier. On the other hand, in private hospitals,
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the terms of employment are better. As a result, many experienced medical
personnel have flowed into the private sector. Although medical schools and
nursing departments of local universities have increased enrolment of students,
they cannot immediately fill the vacancies. For this, the authorities concerned
have proposed to recruit overseas doctors to meet this urgent need, though this
move has yet to be accepted by local medical organisations. The issue is still
locked in a seesaw debate. But health care for patients must not be neglected,
and women in labour cannot wait to deliver their babies. The medical
organisations concerned should put serving society and patients' interests above
everything else, and should support the government in importing a limited
number of qualified overseas doctors for public hospitals to ease the shortage of
hands.

In the long run, local and Mainland pregnant women together will deliver 80,
000 to 90,000 babies each year. This will build up considerable pressure on and
demand for housing, education, medical—care and other social services in Hong
Kong. As Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen put it in his last policy
address, From Strength to Strength, the government does not encourage
Mainland women to give birth in Hong Kong. But as long as these children are
Hong Kong permanent residents, they are entitled to the same legal rights.
Society must treat them with a positive attitude. It must be more accurately
ascertained how many of these children will reside in Hong Kong or come to
attend schools, so as to better plan for the provision of public services to nurture

15 November 201

them into useful human resources for Hong Kong.

WORDS AND USAGE

DlIn general (idiom) —Inmostcases > asawhole. (—f&TIE * fEHEEE |-
A)
Examples © 1. In general, a grammatical clause contain a subject and a predicate.

2. In general, women live longer than men.
(2) Make up sth (phrasal verb) - To form a particular part of something
(FoR: - H— 53 )
Examples © 1. Rice makes up a large part of their diet. 2. Women make up 55%
of the population in this city.
@ Make up for (doing) sth (phrasal verb)
something good to balance or reduce the effect of something bad. ( F@#f >
Q)

Examples *

- To do or provide

1. Hard work can often make up for a lack of ability. 2. After two
years in prison, he is now making up for lost time.
@ Flood in, flood into sth (phrasal verb) - To arrive in great numbers.
(REBA - BHRIA )
Examples © 1. Letters of support have been flooding in from all over the
country. 2. Sunshine flooded into the room.
(5) Be locked in sth ( phrasal verb) — Unable to change a condition. ( [
A TR SRR )
Examples © 1. The two countries are locked in a dispute over the islands off the
northern coast. 2. The parents are locked in a legal battle over the future of the

twins.
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Rescued Animals

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

In some parts of the UK, animals are usually
sold at auctions. And, if no one buys them, they
will not be given a chance to live. In Norwich, a
charity was set up to rescue those unwanted
animals.

During the two months I stayed in Norwich, I
used to walk there and watch the donkeys. One
day I met the founder of this charity. She said
that George, one of the donkeys, did not let
anyone go near him. At the end she consulted an
animal psyche: someone who could communicate
She said the donkey told the
psyche his story. After that, he allowed only the

with animals.

founder, not even her husband and her son, to
approach him. Later, I wrote a poem about
George in my book Why do People in Norwich
Look Young?

rescued donkey talked to a psyche
told her that he was not happy

for he'd never been consulted of

what he wanted to do
with his life
with human beings

wanted to write another Black Beauty , he
wondered if it will really

wake up the respect

working animals expect

A few years before I met George, I rescued a
kitten on a small lane near my studio in Hong
Kong. It could hardly survive like other street
cats if it was not rescued.

There are many street cats near the open
market in Central. The market is about to be
removed. It is close to the Alley of a Hundred
Children, the place anti—Qing
revolutionaries gave talks to enlighten the public

where the

more than a century ago. Now, the historical site
attracts quite a lot of visitors. I also wrote about
this place in my book.




