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Don'tlet East Asia Summit

be hijacked by US

The sixth East Asia Summit will be held on Indonesia's resort island of Bali.
Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao has already arrived in Bali to attend a series of
meetings with East Asian leaders. There is no need to be reticent about it that
the atmosphere created ahead of the summit is not friendly to China. The
participation of US and Russian leaders in the summit further complicates
matters. Although territorial disputes in South China Sea are not formally on the
agenda of the summit, the issue definitely will be broached for discussion at

bilateral and multilateral meetings. Tit—for—tat confrontations seem inevitable.

Unlike in the past, the United States appears to be especially mad keen on
this East Asia Summit. Taking into account that in the just—concluded APEC
Summit the US pressed China to revalue renminbi ( RMB) and formed the
so—called Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP) in an attempt to isolate China
economically and in trade, one can see the US's participation in the East Asia
Summit as an extension of its set policy. Various signs indicate the US has
somehow readjusted its policy toward China, taking concrete steps to implement

its "return—to—Asia" strategy.

In order to get a bigger say at the East Asia Summit, US President Barack
Obama and Secretary of State Hillary Clinton separately visited the Philippines
and Australia, launching a new round of aggressive diplomatic offences, which
are aimed at strengthening the Unites States' leadership in Asia—Pacific and
directly targeted at China. As Hillary Clinton put it, the US strategy is aimed at
updating relationships with its five treaty—bound regional allies - Australia,
Japan, the Philippines, South Korea and Thailand, because "These five alliances

are the fulcrum for our efforts in the Asia—Pacific."

Striving for the survival in the crevice, ASEAN ( Association of Southeast
Asian Nations ) has for long adopted a strategy of balanced diplomacy. By taking
the opportunity of this East Asia Summit to expand itself, ASEAN's intention to
balance its diplomacy towards China is self—evident. But each member country
has different political, economic and military interests. The participation of big
powers such as the US and Russia coats the organization with excessive political
and security colours. This could threaten peace and security in the region if not
handled properly. US's insistence on raising the South China Sea issue is perhaps

just an example that an "expanded" ASEAN become even more complex.

With America's high—key support, the Philippines and some other countries
schemed and used all kinds of tricks trying to cement an alliance before the East
Asia Summit, in an attempt to form a "united front" against China and force
ASEAN to taken a common stand on the South China Sea issue. Although its
proposal has met opposition by most ASEAN member countries, the Philippines
still hangs onto it and even threatens to take up the South China Sea issue with
the United Nations.

It must be pointed out that ASEAN, in past 44 years after it was formed in
1967, has played an important role in promoting economic integration of
Southeast Asian countries. The "10 + 1" cooperation between China and
ASEAN has also gone through 20 years, with the relationship between the two
sides upgraded to a "strategic partnership" from previously a "dialogue

partnership". China is ASEAN's largest trade partner. Their trade volume is
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expected to soon exceed US$500 billion, with an annual growth rate of 20% or
higher. In particular, China—ASEAN Free Trade Area began operation from
October 1 of last year, which opened up even more brilliant prospects for
cooperation between the two sides. This achievement has been hard won. It
should be cherished carefully and deeply.

At present, economic integration and mutually beneficial cooperation have
become the mainstream in Southeast Asia. China's development benefits from
friendly cooperation with ASEAN countries and, at the same time, creates major
development opportunities for them. Any country or individual trying to get
involved in affairs in this region must comply with this general trend. Any move
to highlight the value of one's own existence by stirring up trouble and creating
conflict to intensify the situation goes against this trend of the times and won't
prevail for long.

The South China Sea issue concerns China's core interests. China's
determination and will to safeguard its sovereignty in South China Sea is
without a shadow of a doubt. Intervention by foreign forces does not help
solve the problem, but instead further complicate it. With the warm and cordial
hope of "enhancing solidarity, deepening cooperation and promoting in parallel
the cooperation of various mechanisms," China looks forward to reaping the fruit

of "mutual win—win".
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WORDS AND USAGE

(DReticent (adj.) - Unwilling to speak out your thoughts or feelings. ( 3
g - PO

Examples © 1. He is very reticent about his past. 2. Most of the students were
reticent about answering questions.

2 Mad keen (onsth/sb) (idiom) — Be very interested in or enthusiastic
about something or somebody. ( ZVHH » E3K )

Examples 1. He is mad keen on getting into the army. 2. She's been mad keen
on African music ever since she came back from Zimbabwe last year.

(3 Take sth into account (idiom) - To consider something to be an
important factor in some decision. ( FFEE] » -+ FREEL)

Examples © 1. We will take your long years of service into account when we
make our final decision. 2. I'll try to take into account all the things that are
important in a situation Iike this.

(4)Hang onto sth ; hangontosth (phrasal verb) — To keep something.

(PME% - BHETH)

Examples 1. I'm going to hang on to the car I've got for a few years — it's
almost four years old, but it's still in great shape. 2. Smart employers know they
have to hang on to talent.

(5 Without/beyond a shadow of a doubt (idiom) — Without the
smallest amount of doubt. ( fERJ{EEEHY - ZHEER )

Examples © 1. I am certain that I am right, without a shadow of a doubt. 2. So
long as one country disobeys non—nuclear weapon convention, others will be
under threat without a shadow of doubt.
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A Matter of Confidence

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

I launched my two new books a few days ago.

In the past I regarded publishing a book as the
end of a writing project. I just cared about
writing, making corrections and editing. That was
what T had been taught at school. I did not see
the importance of bringing my books to the
readers. That was perhaps one of the reasons why
my previous works were not on the best—selling
list (55875 ) .

Many people lack confidence in the book
market. A friend who went to my book launch
talked about how unsold books are scrapped as
talked about publishers
scrapping books in stock and using recycled paper

useless

paper.  She

to print other books.

If a teacher tells this story in the classroom,
what will the students feel about writing?

Now I think promoting my books is the
beginning of my book project. Unless my books
are read, there is no difference between whether
they exist or not. And the readers will tell me
what they feel about my books.

When I teach writing, I ask the students to
read their compositions aloud so that all students
in the classroom become their readers. In this
way, the students have more readers, and
probably more understanding readers. They enjoy
the experience. They say they have more
confidence after that because they find that their

classmates like to listen to what they have written.




