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Jimmy Lai fabricated the
"vote—planting" rumour

"Godfather of Black Gold Politics" Jimmy Lai Chee—ying's Apple Daily
yesterday splashed a big—character headlined story accusing the
pro-establishment camp of "frenzied vote—planting (vote—rigging)" for
the recent District Council elections. The opposition Civic Party and
Democratic Party immediately echoed in response, sending some of their
members to "protest" to the Electoral Affairs Commission and demanding a

thorough investigation, and so forth and so on.

Apple Daily and the opposition accused the pro—establishment
organizations, such as the Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of
Hong Kong (DAB) and the Hong Kong Federation of Trade Unions (FTU), of
registering groups of voters with false residential addresses to help defeat
opposition candidates in some fiercely contested constituencies to win the seats.
The pro—establishment camp can simply dismiss this with contempt as merely
"sour grapes" farce or joke, not giving a damn to it. The pro—establishment
camp won overwhelmingly in the District Council elections because they have
gained voters' trust, as they have taken root in neighbourhood communities
for a long time through helping citizens solve practical problems and improving
living conditions, as they have always sincerely supported "one country two
systems" and the SAR Government's administration in accordance with the law.
For them, every vote was hard won through real effort and genuine kung fir, not
by bestowing petty favours — let alone by fabricating rumours to "smear" their
rivals. Their landslide victory is just and honourable - both in name and in

reality.

There are cast—iron facts before voters' eyes: Jimmy Lai's long—time
manipulation of politics using "black gold" with the Civic Party, Democratic
Party, the League of Social Democrats, with Joseph Zen Ze—Kiun and Anson
Chan Fang On Sang involved and implicated; the Civic Party's launching judicial
reviews for foreign domestic helpers to seek right of abode soon after the lawsuit
against the government over the construction of the
Kong—Zhuhai-Macao Bridge; the internal split and dogfight in the
pro—Democratic camp, etc... So did the pro—establishment camp have any need
to win the elections through the back door? Did they really need to "plant"
votes?

Hong

Not to mention that "vote—planting" is utterly impossible, even if votes
could have been planted, they would have been "planted" by the opposition like
the Civic Party for the pro—establishment camp. The pro—establishment camp's
scoring a landslide victory in the District Council elections and the opposition's
decisive defeat is fully in accord with the current realities in Hong Kong, given
the orientation of public opinion, and with the way things have developed since
Hong Kong's return to the Motherland. This was not something that could have
been "created" artificially. Had the general atmosphere in society not been like
this, and had the will of the people not tended to go in this direction, even if the
pro—establishment camp were able to "plant gold" or "plant silver", they could
never have “planted out" such a situation to enable them to secure their
landslide victory to the great satisfaction of the general public.

Despite the absurdity of the "vote—planting" rumour, and despite the fact
that it could hardly shake the hard won results of the pro—establishment camp,
such evil deeds of Jimmy Lai's Apple Daily to wantonly distort facts and fabricate
rumours must never be let off easily. Instead, it must be returned tit for tat. As
Chief Executive Donald Tsang Yam—kuen pointed out yesterday in answering

media queries, the election system in Hong Kong is fair, open, just and with a
high degree of transparency. There are also various mechanisms to deal with
complaints, including the Electoral Affairs Commission and ICAC; and the
police could also follow up if necessary. Every complaint will be dealt with in
accordance with the law. On the surface, Apple Daily's "vote—planting" report
targeted the pro—establishment camp; in reality it severely attacked and smeared
the SAR Government, the whole election system and the rule of law. Under the
pen of Apple Daily, Hong Kong became a "paradise for vote fraud", as if all its
election laws and regulations existed in name only, as if some political parties
could have "planted" a great number of voters like magicians. According to Apple
Daily, "vote—planting" had been found in many constituencies including Sha
Tin, Sham Shui Po, Kowloon City, Central and Western Districts and Islands
District. If this were the case, then didn't it mean that all the heads of the Electoral
Affairs Commission and concerned voting stations had taken bribes or failed to do
their jobs? Otherwise, how was it possible that so many non—local residents could
have successfully registered under the same addresses and cast their votes —
without being discovered? Was such an assertion not a serious challenge and
insult to Hong Kong's election culture, clean—government efforts and dignity of

the rule of law?

Apple Daily relies for its survival on fabricating rumours. Apple Daily's
specialty is to resist the Central Government and make trouble in Hong Kong,
which is also its very financial source. Otherwise, how could Jimmy Lai have
easily given away tens of millions of dollars to "reward" the opposition? This
time, with the opposition's decisive defeat in the District Council elections,
perhaps Jimmy Lai feels it hard to report and explain to his boss or bosses.
Without any other choice, he had to create such a "vote—planting" myth in the

hope of slipping away unpunished. 22 November 2011

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Accuse sb of (doing) sth (phrasal verb) — to charge someone with a crime,

a violation of rules or instructions, or doing something wrong. (et - 3BE)
Examples: 1. Are you accusing me of lying? 2. The surgeon was accused of

negligence.

(2) Not give/care a damn (about sb or sth) (idiom) -

(BT )

Examples: 1. He can marry who he pleases, I don't give a damn. 2. The

Not care at all (about
someone or something)

beginning was so boring I really didn't give a damn what happened in the rest of
the movie.

(3 Take root (idiom) —
TR LR

Examples: 1. Has democracy truly taken root in the region? 2. The organization

To become established or fixed; to become rooted. (4

took root all over the world and began expanding its many progranumes.
(@) Through the back door (idiom) — Not in a direct, official, or honest way;
illegally or dishonestly. ( ZEFZM » BRI IE & BEEEFE)

Examples: 1. He accused the government of privatizing the health service
through the back door. 2. Sally had many friends in the city government and was
known for getting jobs for her friends through the back door.

(5 Plant sth out (phrasal verb) —
container and put it in the ground to continue growing. ( F51H )

To take a young plant that is growing in a

Examples: 1. They need to be planted out in the spring. 2. I want to plant out
these geraniums today.
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Young Readers

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

People say that not many Hong Kong people
read books. That is bad because in the future
Hong Kong might have even fewer writers. It is
difficult to imagine that people do not read will
love to write.

It is in fact one of the crucial problems ( GE#E
i %8 ) with teaching writing at schools. The
teachers are asking the students to do something
that are not part of their life.

At my book launch, a friend working as the
marketing manager of a big publisher told me
something extraordinary.

On the top of the bestseller list now is a book
for young people. The story has been made into
a film and the film is on its way to become the
one with the highest box office (ZEFE) in the

cinema history of Hong Kong. It is a Taiwanese
film about young people in school.

"Why can't Hong Kong writers write a story
like this?" a friend asked at the book launch.

"Because it is not something that would
happen in Hong Kong. If a young man and a
young woman have interactions in school, their
relation cannot be so pure; it cannot be that
simple. Young people in Hong Kong are not
taking friendship in that way," another one said.

So, young people in Hong Kong read that
book because it is like reading Harry Potter
( (MR ),

have in life but it is not part of their life. Or,

something they want to

Hong Kong writers do not understand their

young readers.
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