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Trouble—making media
jeopardizes press freedom

In Hong Kong society, if there are some things that are popularly supported
and least questioned by citizens, then the freedom of the press is definitely one of
them. Quantitatively, with a population of seven million, there are in Hong
Kong at least 14 paid daily newspapers, five free newspapers and a number of
magazines. In addition, there are several TV and radio stations. They are all
different in content and orientation. Hong Kong is, without question, one of
the cities in the world with a most flourishing media industry with full press

freedom.

Therefore, it is hard to understand why Democratic Party lawmaker Emily Lau
Wai—hing would raise a motion in support of press freedom at the Legislative
Council yesterday accusing the government of restricting media news coverage
and hurting the freedom of the press, and why several opposition lawmakers
would give their support to her motion. Her accusation is a far cry from fact
and public consensus, which therefore cannot be readily subscribed to.

One of the reasons cited by Emily Lau and the opposition lawmakers for the
need to "safeguard" press freedom is that, when very important persons visit
Hong Kong, journalists are not arranged to cover their activities closely. Their
role is instead "replaced" by pictures and texts issued by the government's

Information Services Department.

‘What Emily Lau said is a fact. But it does not lead to the conclusion that Hong
Kong has lost or will lose its freedom of the press, which therefore needs them to
"safeguard". As the Secretary for Home Affairs, Tsang Tak—sing, pointed out in
response, when national or foreign leaders visit Hong Kong, consideration must
be given to both news coverage and security arrangements. And arrangements for
news coverage must be made according to the actual situation due to the

limitations of the venues.

This is indeed the truth. In recent years, when national leaders came to Hong
Kong, they would often visit some houscholds, normally middle—class ones or
those residing in Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) flats. A flat of a few hundred
square feet would become quite crowded already with the leader and his
entourage alone. If dozens of reporters carrying cameras and audio—vedio
equipment were allowed in, then perhaps the host family would not have been
able to see the face of the national leader, let alone to have a heartedly chat with

him.

Under such a circumstance when news coverage cannot be arranged, the
Information Services Department's provision of vedio shots, news texts and
photos exactly helps the media to cover the event for their readers. How could
this be distorted as restricting the freedom of the press? Could it be said that it
were a support of press freedom if the Information Services Department did
nothing and provided nothing? Moreover, it is entirely up to the decision of a
media outlet on whether and how to use the news texts and images provided by
the Information Services Department. The latter has no right whatsoever to
demand the media to use its stuff. So what on earth is the evidence for making the

charge about "replacement'?

Since Hong Kong's return to the Motherland, the freedom of the press has

increased instead of reduced. The media's influence on society, including its
supervision on the administration of the SAR Government, has not weakened
but strengthened or even been manipulated by some people. Before our eyes,
don't "Godfather of Black Gold Politics" Jimmy Lai Chee—ying and his Apple
Daily, Sharp Daily and weekly have enough freedom to advocate prostitution,
pornography and gambling? Don't they have enough freedom to instigate

antagonism in society and to act as the headquarters for street demonstrations?

More importantly, when some individuals talk about the freedom of the press,
what they really want is not the freedom of news coverage. What they really want
is the freedom of anti—China and trouble—making political propaganda. Making
use of his publications to wantonly distort facts and fabricate rumours to make
trouble in Hong Kong, Jimmy Lai has won appreciation from his boss. An
intelligence officer has been sent in, and financial support poured in. Even when
his publications suftered losses in consecutive years, he still could keep giving
away millions of dollars to the Civic Party, Democratic Party, the League of
Social Democrats, Joseph Zen Ze—Kiun and Anson Chan Fang On Sang. Such

press freedom is really rarely seen at all times and in all lands!

The freedom of the press is never something abstract or isolated. In 1950s, the
Ta Kung Pao daily, which Secretary Tsang Tak—sing used to work for, was once
accused of "instigation" for reporting a visit of a delegation from the Mainland to
victims of a fire disaster in Shek Kip Mei. Wasn't it the case that the freedom of
the press under the British colonial rule was something easier said than
done? Journalists in the SAR today should look back at history so as to better

cherish and make better use of the hard—won freedom of the press.
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WORDS AND USAGE

1) Without question (idiom) - Without any doubt; absolutely. ( =5
)

Examples: 1. He is without question the best man for the job. 2. Soldiers are
trained to obey without question.

(2 A far cry from sth (idiom) — Very different from something. ( FHFE %
RAHER)

Examples: 1. 1. New York is a far cry from Los Angeles. 2. Being religious can
be a far cry from being kind.

(3)Subscribe to sth (phrasal verb) - To agree with an opinion, a theory, etc.

(B FR)

Examples: 1. It's not an opinion I tend to subscribe to. 2. It is not a theory that is
commonly subscribed to.

@) Be up to sb (idiom) - Be someone's right to decide; be someone's
responsibility or duty. ( FIFEARE » BFEAMEE)

Examples: 1. The decision is not up to me. 2. It's up to us to help people in deed.
(5) Easier said than done (idiom) - It is easier to suggest doing something
than actually to do it. ( FEEIELIETE S )

Examples: 1. Yes, we must find a cure for cancer, but it's easier said than done. 2.

Nowadays, finding a good job is easier said than done.
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A Tea Chat

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

I had breakfast at a Hong Kong style tea café
this morning. Several women sitting next to my
table were talking about their kids. They started
the conversation probably long before I went
into the café. By the time I sat down they were
talking about school children taking extra lessons.

"How can a student learn without taking extra
lessons? Now their teachers no longer tell them
how to get to know the questions. How can a
student give a good answer if that student doesn't
understand the question?" One of them said.

Instead of going further into this point, she
began to talk about how much a private tuitor
charge per hour and how heavy the student's
school bags are.

"Yes, the school bag is really heavy," said

another one. "I carry it for my son, of course.
The problem is that my son still has to carry it in
school. I don't know how he manages to do it. It
is just unreasonably heavy."

"I once tried to tidy it up for him and took
out some of the books. Then, he got into trouble,
" she went on. "His teacher sent me a note
saying that my son had forgotten to bring a
certain textbook to school. That was a textbook
used last term. I didn't understand why the
teacher was using it again. Finally I found out
what had happened. Instead of following the
original order of the chapters, the teacher taught
with two textbooks at the same time, rearranging
the order of lessons. But... why did the teacher

do so?"
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