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Food safety
above all else for infants

Suspicions about radiation leakage from the damaged Fukushima nuclear plant
in Japan have yet to be dispelled. Even yesterday, Meiji Holdings announced the
recall 0of 400,000 cans of Meiji Step infant milk powder which have been found to
be contaminated by radioactive cesium—134 and cesium—137. This has caused
panic among Hong Kong mothers. The Centre for Food Safety said it has not
found any infant formula with any contaminant exceeding safety limits. Such
assurance can hardly set parents' minds at rest.

This occurrence of contamination is really unnerving. The Fukushima nuclear
plant was hit by the March 12 earthquake, causing radiation leakage to pollute
some water resources and agricultural products. The Japanese Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare has since taken steps to ban sales and exports of products
from the disaster—hit area. However, there have been reports from time to
time about certain agricultural produce and processed foodstuffs being found to
be polluted, such as beef, rice and vegetables. However, this is the first time that

infant milk powder has been found to be contaminated by radioactive cesium.

As a matter of fact, eight months after the Fukushima earthquake, countries and
regions which import Japanese foodstuffs remain suspicious about the safety of
Japanese foodstuffs. This is especially because information released from Japan
seems to be confusing. At one time, it was said that all foodstuffs were safe. But
later on, some foodstuffs were found to be contaminated by radioactive materials.
As aresult, one can hardly tell whether imported Japanese stuffs are safe at all. This
time, the Meiji Holdings' sudden announcement to recall 400,000 cans of infant
milk powder has taken parents by surprise.

Meiji infant formula products have been on sale in Hong Kong for a long time.
Because of the publicity that they are more suitable for Asian babies, they have
been especially favoured by some parents despite relatively higher prices. After
the radiation leakage at the Fukushima nuclear plant, Meiji Holdings widely
announced that its raw materials were not from the disaster area, so parents could
rest assured about the safety of its products. As babies may have difficulties
adjusting to formula switches, many parents using Meiji milk powder have
continued buying it or resuming purchases after a short suspension. No one

expected that something would go wrong just half a year later.

On this, Meiji Holdings' explanation is hardly satisfactory. The company
claimed the raw material, or milk, of the infant formula came from Kasukabe city
of Saitama Prefecture. The quality of the milk was good. And it was believed to
have been contaminated by radioactive material in the air during the drying

process.

Such an explanation is unacceptable. In fact, Saitama Prefecture is right within
the disaster—hit area. Although it is not in the epicentre of the earthquake nor is it
the seat of the nuclear plant, it is still relatively close to Fukushima. Now
according to Meiji Holdings, there is no problem with the milk, but the air is
problematic. Isn't this exactly an expected outcome of a nuclear leakage? How
could Meiji Holdings have claimed that its milk products were safe?
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For now, accusing Meiji Holdings and holding it responsible is one thing. The
more urgent and serious matter, for Hong Kong parents and the Centre for Food
Safety, is how to enhance sample checks and examination of Meiji milk powder
and other products and whether to recall them. In this regard, some supermarkets
have, from yesterday, taken Meiji milk powder off their shelves on their own
initiative. It can be certain that in coming days many mothers using Meiji
products will switch to other brands in fear that their children might be affected.

In fact, it is impractical and irresponsible of Meiji Holdings and the Japanese
Ministry of Health to have stressed that powdered milk containing less than 200
becquerels of radioactive materials per kilogram is still safe for human
consumption. Although the Meiji infant formula in question only contains 30 —
40 becquerels of cesium—134 and cesium—137, babies are babies. Surely it is
ridiculous to assert that it will not be unsafe and "problematic" until a baby takes
in 100 or 200 becquerels?

In this regard, the Centre for Food Safety must not simply use the results of
sample checks or radioactive safety coefficients in response to parents' concerns or
as safety indicators. What is of utmost importance is to take measures to ensure
that the quality and safety of imported milk powder and the health of infants,
including strengthening sample checks and banning sales of suspect products

when necessary.
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WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Put/set one's mind at rest/ease (idiom) — To make someone stop
worrying. (- o)

Examples © 1. Please set your mind at ease. Everything will be all right. 2. He
chose his words carefully to put his mother's mind at ease.
2 From time to time (idiom) — now and then s
(NI - FRIE)

1. From time to time, 1 like to go fishing instead of going to work. 2.

occasionally »
sometimes.
Examples *
Tom visits us at our house from time to time.
(3 Catch/take sb by surprise (idiom) — To startle someone ; to surprise
someone with something unexpected. (f&---+- RNE—H > e BEH
Examples 1. The policeman took the burglar by surprise as he opened the
window. 2. Oh | You took me by surprise because I didn't hear you come in.
(4)Rest assured (idiom) — to be assured 5 to be certain. ( THFE1E ¢ » 3
)
Examples -

i

1. You can rest assured that we'll do everything we can to get your

money back. 2. Rest assured that you'll receive the best of care.

(5) On one's own initiative (idiom )

own idea, not a suggestion or order from another person. (F@hh > g%H)
Examples *

(Do something ) which is your

1. He helped me on his own initiative. 2. He acted on his own

initiative.
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New Terms

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

fE % ) is used so often
now while we talk about Europe — the Euro

The word "crisis" (

Zone in particular. Most Hong Kong students
know this word because it appears nearly every
day in newspapers. It is a big word for very
serious situations. As it appears so often, it has
become a very familiar word.

When I was a secondary school student, I did
not know this word. I came to know it in my
twenties, when economic problems started to
dominate the newspaper headlines.

Then I came across another new term: "crisis
management". At first, the term was not
something totally logical for me. The word

“crisis”  appeared to be too extraordinary to
I could
imagine that if I used the term "crisis

go with the word "management".

management” in my composition in my

secondary school days, my teacher would
underlined it in red and put a question mark
there. T would then tell myself not to use the
term again in examinations.

The word "management" is commonly used in
the 21Ist century. Now, even some school
students know the term and the meaning of
"wealth management".

Once, I was stopped on the street by some
people doing promotion for a bank. They were
promoting the bank's service. They handed me
a leaflet ({HE) featuring the beautiful images
of paintings by Vicent van Gogh ( & ) .
They had their programme named "Van Gogh
Wealth Management".

My friend, an artist, looked at the title of the
programme and said, "van Gogh did not have
wealth to manage at all in his lifetime."




