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Voter registration system
must be improved

The Democratic Alliance for the Betterment and Progress of Hong Kong
(DAB) vyesterday met the Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
Raymond Tam Chi—yuen to report 148

suspected  vote—rigging

(vote—planting ) cases in last month's district council elections it had
uncovered, and demand these cases be investigated and dealt with so as to

safeguard the fairness and justice of Hong Kong's electoral system.

In the meantime, the Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) said it has received more than 400 complaints about vote—rigging in
the district council elections. A newly set up ICAC taskforce has begun

investigating into 27 suspected voting—fraud cases.

In respect of the vote—planting complaints in the aftermath of the district
council elections, relevant authorities of the SAR Government are following up
and launching investigations in accordance with the law. Tentatively, the
problem may be approached from three aspects. The first is, as DAB complained
yesterday, some members from the opposition camp are suspected of
vote—planting by using fake residential addresses. The second is that there may be
unintentional mistakes — nothing to do with vote—rigging. In evidence is the
fact that some 60,000 voting notices were undeliverable because the addresses
were too vague or mistaken or the addressees had moved out but failed to notify.
The third is that there are indeed some flaws and loopholes in the current voter
registration system, which must be plugged up to improve the system. It is such
loopholes that have made it possible for deliberate vote—plantings with false
addresses or unintentional mistakes in registrations with misspelled names and
wrong addresses, so much so that many voting notices have become permanently
undeliverable — or "dead" — letters. Such loopholes must be plugged up.

Having got to the root of the problem, therefore, it must be followed up
and tackled from three approaches. One is to deal with vote riggers in accordance
with the law. The second is that voters are duty—bound to provide correct
addresses, though registration with a mistaken address may not be necessarily
meant for vote rigging. The third is that, fundamentally speaking, the current
voter registration system must be further improved, including demanding a

register to provide proof of his address.

In fact, Hong Kong's voter registration system has always remained not so strict.
For, in the past, citizens were not keen on casting their votes. Before Hong
Kong's return to the Motherland, registered voters only made up about 10% of all
citizens legitimate to vote. Under the circumstance, if one were to be asked to
present some poof for registration, the number of registered voters would have
become even less. As a result, up to date, a voter registration is considered done as
long as a citizen as long as a citizen fills the registration form and submits it. No
verification is required. This practice has its historical and practical reasons, which
thus is not altogether inexcusable.

After Hong Kong returned to the Motherland in 1997, "one country two
systems" and "Hong Kong people running Hong Kong" with high—degree
autonomy have become increasingly rooted in the hearts of the people. Citizens
have become more enthusiastic to register for voting. Taking the just—concluded
district council elections for example, the number of registered voters totaled 3.2
million, accounting for half of the citizens legitimate to vote.

Therefore, facing up to the continuous development of party politics and

electoral culture in Hong Kong, particularly in consideration of the commitment
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in the Basic Law to attaining the ultimate goal of electing the Chief Executive and
forming the Legislative Council (Legco) on the basis of universal suffrage,
according to which the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress
has already approved the decision that universal suffrage can apply to election of
the Chief Executive in 2017 and to formation of the Legislative Council in 2020,
there is indeed the necessity to further improve the current voter registration

system so as to ensure elections are fair and just.

On this, Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs Raymond Tam
Chi—yuen disclosed that the government has already worked out a draft which
would be submitted to the Legco. It proposes that in future new voters must
submit proofs of addresses to support their registrations, and registered voters
must also provide proofs when they want to change their addresses. Authorities

will also strengthen sample checks on registered voters.

No doubt, such proposals, if adopted, will cause some inconvenience to
citizens. Some citizens may not have permanent residential addresses so they may
not be able to provide any of the proofs such as receipts of power charges, water
charges or property management fees. A few citizens may also feel inconvenient
or unwilling to let their families know about their registrations for voting.
Nevertheless, in order to plug up the loophole for some people to register with
fake addresses, in order to make the electoral system more perfect, in order to
ensure that future elections will be serious and just, citizens must give tolerance to

the inconvenience caused.

What is laughable is that the opposition camp, which suftered a landslide defeat
in the district council elections, is making use of the long—existing flaws or
shortcomings in the voter registration system, without forethought, to accuse the
pro—establishment camp of vote—planting and even insinuate that there may be
behind—the—scenes manipulations. This really exposes the [heart of a petty
man | who shows himself up as utterly ridiculous.
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WORDS AND USAGE

(idiom ) - Concerning 5 inregard to. (B> » B )
1. In respect of financial standing, this firm is reliable. 2. Large

DIn respect of
Examples -

increases now can be expected in respect of fuel prices.

@In evidence (idiom) — Plainly visible 5 to be seen. ( BHEHAY » BHARAY )
Examples © 1. It was early, and few pedestrians were in evidence on the city

streets. 2. These guys were much in evidence during the fighting.

(3 Plug sth up (phrasal verb ) — To stop or fill up a hole, crack, or gap. (¥

%)
Examples *

out the cold.

(4) Get to the root of sth (idiom) - Be able to see or do something about

BRI - 547005 )

1. If we want to fix this system we have to get to the root of the

1. Please plug up the leak. 2.You have to plug up the cracks to keep

the main cause ( ofa problem, etc ).
Examples *

problem. 2. We must get to the root of the drug problem.

(5)Show sb up as sth ( phrasal verb ) — To show what someone is really like.
(#5E)
Examples !

the candidate as unqualified.

1. The investigation showed her up as a fraud. 2. The test showed up

it
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From Words to Sentences

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

The word "eurozone" ( BRICIE ) is now a
common word and it appears nearly in every
newspaper these days because of the eurozone
crisis. The word is coined by combining "euro"
and "zone". It is not an old word and was not in
the dictionary when I was young.

At the time when I was a secondary school
student — more than three decades ago, I only
knew the term "war zone" ( B[ )

I like the word "zone" because it starts with
the letter "z". Not many words start with the
letter "z". Another word is "zoo", which is also,
to me, a beautiful word.

Perhaps because I started with Chinese
characters, when I look at English words, I tend
to break them up into parts — the way I look at

Chinese characters.

With sentences, sometimes I can do the same
thing - breaking them up into parts.

Let's start with a simple sentence: A bird sings
on the tree. The sentencece has a special "look"
as nearly all the words are short and simple.

But when we write in English, we seldom use
only simple sentences. It is difficult to do so.
Why? It's because what we want to say in a
sentence usually has several elements and they
interact with each other to form a meaning.

While doing translation, I always try hard to
transplant the beauty one usually find in Chinese
sentences into the English language because I
believe there are things in common between the
two lauguages. However, it is necessary to do it
carefully, taking care of the sound of the words

and the structure of the sentences.




