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Civic Party is chief culprit for

LR et R i e
FEn I B 2 OO S et

influx of pregnant Mainland women

The issue of pregnant Mainland women flooding into Hong Kong to deliver
babies remains a major focus of public concern. Some people have suggested that the
SAR Government ask the National People's Congress (NPC) for an interpretation
or revision of the Basic Law. Some others have proposed that the SAR Government
stop issuing identification cards to babies born to parents who are both not Hong
Kong permanent residents. Some District Councilors have even suggested that
pregnant Mainland women storming into the emergency room of a public hospital
be sent back immediately by helicopter--- as though we were confronted by a
formidable enemy or in a no—compromise situation.

Needless to say, the immediate effect of pregnant Mainland women flooding
into Hong Kong to give birth to babies is that they take away many hospital beds.
And in future they will take a bite in social resources. As such Hong Kong citizens
are fully entitled to raise their objection and demand the SAR Government to
take the issue seriously and work out a solution, including considering whether
public hospitals should further cut this year's quota of taking in 3,400 pregnant
Mainland women or even completely shut the doors for them. Nevertheless, while
considering taking restrictive measures, there is a need to further clarify the origin of
this problem of the influx of pregnant Mainland women and some assertions in this
regard, so as to stop incorrectly relaying false reports and messages, and to avoid
confusing cause and effect as well as right and wrong. Otherwise, antagonist
sentiment would grow between people in the two places while the politicians who

have created the problem would laugh up their sleeves.

First of all, if a pregnant Mainland woman or her husband is a Hong Kong
permanent resident, then she is entitled to come to the SAR to give birth to her
child. For, a baby is entitled to be born in Hong Kong if one of its parents is a Hong
Kong resident. If both a pregnant Mainland woman and her husband are not Hong
Kong residents and she still comes here to deliver her baby, then what is questionable
is that she is not entitled to and should not exploit Hong Kong's public medical care
resources. But it is another matter if such a woman comes to deliver her baby in a
private hospital. If foreign pregnant women can come and give birth to their
children in private hospitals, why should pregnant Mainland women be excluded -

so long as they can afford the expensive charges?

Recently some media outlets, citizens, lawmakers and even government
official are talking about how to "crack down" on pregnant Mainland women.
Such rhetoric is definitely open to criticism. Pregnant Mainland women are not
criminals. Nor is their coming to deliver babies aimed at challenging or ruining the
rule of law in Hong Kong. Why should they be "cracked down"? If there is a need
for a crackdown, then the target should not be these women but the intermediary
companies which have taken the opportunity to expand business and make money.
Even when intermediary companies are to be dealt with, they are not to be blamed
for providing their services. On this, the Secretary for Food and Health Dr. York
Chow Yat—ngok made it very clear, in his written answer to an inquiry by some
lawmakers yesterday, that "According to Hong Kong's laws, non—local pregnant
women come to Hong Kong to accept obstetrical services through the arrangement
of an intermediary company is not an illegal activity." What should be cracked down
are the use of forged appointment documents and antenatal check—up reports, and
the transport of pregnant Mainland women into Hong Kong with cross—border
vehicle that are not authorized to carry passengers. It is such illegal activities that

should be cracked down.
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As for the proposal to solve the problem by denying right of abode to babies
born to parents who both are not Hong Kong permanent residents, such assertion
itself sounds against the law. If a Western baby with green eyes and blonde hair born
in Hong Kong can have its birth certificate and ID card, how come a baby born to
Chinese parents who are not Hong Kong residents should be denied? The adoption

of such a suggestion would simply invite more "judicial reviews".

More absurdly, today some politicians including the Civic Party are making
a fuss to claim that the problem can only be solved by an NPC interpretation or
revision of the Law. They are talking barefaced nonsense! In the definition of
permanent residents of Hong Kong on Item (1) of Article 24 of the Basic Law,
"Chinese citizens born in Hong Kong" refer to those who are born to a Hong
Kong—permanent—resident parent. As early as N years ago, asked by the SAR
Government, the NPC Standing Committee already made a clear—cut,
unambiguous interpretation on the Ng Ka Ling case. There is no ambiguity and
hence no need for further interpretation. But right after the NPC had made the
interpretation, the Civic Party and its ilk launched a "clad—in black protest" to
mourn "the death of the rule of law", refusing to accept the NPC interpretation.
Later on, there was the case of Chong Fung Yuen, who was born in Hong Kong
when his parents made a short visit to Hong Kong. He was exactly a baby born to
parents who were both not Hong Kong residents. But the Civic Party came forward
to file a lawsuit for Chong and the Court of Final Appeal made a ruling in favour of

him. This has opened the gate for the influx of numerous Chong Fung Yuens.

And now some people are talking about a crackdown on pregnant Mainland
women and on intermediary companies. But they should not be the target of a
crackdown. What is to be cracked down is the Civic Party, the chief culprit who

brazenly defies the NPC interpretation! 9 February 2012

WORDS AND USAGE

1) As though = as if (idiom) — Like something was actually so. ( s PIF)
Examples: 1. She treats him as though he were a stranger. 2. The pain was so
bad, he felt as if a knife were sticking between his shoulders.
(2) Entitle sb to do sth (phrasal verb) - To give someone a right to do
something. (BRI N AORER] ) (This phrase is often used in the passive)
Examples: 1.This ticket entitles you to go in and get a seat. 2. As a former
student you are entitled to apply for your own free alumni membership card.
@ Takesbin (phrasal verb) - To admit and take care of someone. (B - W
%)
Examples: 1.My house is full; I can't take in any more guests. 2.Last year,
the college took in more students than ever before.
@ Crack down (on sb/sth) (phrasal verb) - To deal with bad or illegal
behavior in a more severe way. ( T » $EFE )
Examples: 1. The library is crack down on people who lose books. 2. The
police cracked down on speeding.
®) Open to criticism (idiom) — Vulnerable to criticism. ( FRHILEE (i
f&)
Examples: 1.Anything the president does is open to criticism. 2.Should all
knowledge claims be open to rational criticism?
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Lucky Money (3)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

The term "lucky money" sometimes
bears some not so positive or even
negative meanings. When we say
someone is asking for "lucky money"
(also known as "red packct"ﬁ'ﬂ:@, ), it
usually means that he/she is asking for
money that is not legally allowed.

I was once told such a story:
someone went to a backward country
and wanted to do business there. He
was introduced to an official. According
to the customs of that place, "lucky
money" had to be given to that official.
The man thought it was a tradition of
minor importance and just put a small
amount into the packet. The official
opened the packet, had a look and
threw it onto the floor. The "lucky
money" offered by the man did not
bring him good luck.

As someone from Hong Kong, I

heard the story and understood it
without asking any questions. However, I
wonder if a westerner would understand
the story. In the West, the idea of "lucky
money" does not exist at all.

In most parts of the world, people
understand the idea of good luck. It
seems people from nearly all cultures
accept that there is something called
"good luck". If a person is lucky, he/she
will have better chance to achieve
something that cannot be done easily.

The idea of good luck is so universal
that whenever we say "good luck" to
people, they would accept that as good
wishes ( Ti7i& ) . Even my students say
"good luck" to each other before their
examinations.

However, offering and asking for
"lucky money" is not a common

practice in many cultures.
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