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EDITORIAL

Aging Hong Kong needs
a comprehensive population policy

The SAR Government yesterday released the Steering Committee on
Population Policy Progress Report 2012. The Report details the short— and
long—term demographic challenges that Hong Kong is facing, and sets out 10
recommendations accordingly.

Hong Kong is running into an aging society. According to the latest
population census results released last year, the population has kept aging in Hong
Kong society. Last year, the number of people aged over 65 exceeded 940,000,
accounting for 13% of the total population.

Consequences of population aging speak for themselves. For example,
population aging leads to a shrinking labour force and reduce productivity,
making the economic burden increasingly unbearable to the young and
middle—aged generations. As the Report points out, the elderly dependency ratio
in Hong Kong society will exceed 1:1 in 2020. That is, by then 1,000 persons in
the working population will have to support 1,042 elderly people.

After the release of the Report, some lawmakers, social workers and
academics criticized the government for not taking any action in advance but
letting the problem increasingly loom large. Such criticism may be said only
half true. After Hong Kong's return to the Motherland in 1997, the SAR
Government has not overlooked the problem of population aging. Several policy
addresses by Chief Executives Tung Chee—hwa and Donald Tsang Yam—kuen
devoted special chapters or sections to talk about setting a population policy and
tackling the problem of population aging. The Steering Committee on
Population Policy, which issued the Report yesterday, was set up as early as in
2007. However, as Chief Executive—elect Leung Chun—ying put it, "time is
wasted with nothing accomplished" year after year. Stormed by politicised issues,
there is incessant antagonism in society, so much so that the government often
cannot perform its duties in accordance with the law. Under such circumstances,
the urgency of the population aging problem has been "diluted", hence it has not
been given sufficient attention or discussed either in the legislature or in society.
Asaresult, Hong Kong society becomes "older and older" as time goes by.

Losses caused in the delays in construction of the Hong
Kong—Zhuhai—-Macao Bridge and Guangdong—Shenzhen—Hong Kong
high—speed rail are in time and money. Spending a few billion dollars more and
an additional couple of years, they will be built eventually. But when people
become aware of the seriousness of the delay in dealing with the problem of
population aging, overdue "debts" have already piled up. This is yet another
example showing how the opposition's antagonistic "armchair" politics holds

Hong Kong up.

Of the 10 recommendations set out in the Report, the first is to set a "zero
quota" for pregnant Mainland women married to non—Hong Kong permanent
residents to give birth in Hong Kong. One of the "starting points" is exactly to
case the pressure brought up by Hong Kong's population aging. Local couples in
child—bearing age didn't want to give birth to children, so Hong Kong had no
choice but to "seek help" from the Mainland in this regard. But it was unexpected
that, once the door was open, pregnant Mainland women would pour in like a
flood. As a result, delivery rooms in hospitals become overcrowded, and the
burdens of education and medical care in future will become unbearable. Seeing

this, Hong Kong is now rushing to close the door to keep them out. Thus, the
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ides of relying on children born here to Mainland parents to play the role as the
"fresh army" in Hong Kong's population proves infeasible and unrealistic. Even
born here, children from Mainland parents may not necessarily live and work in

Hong Kong. And their number is difficult to ascertain.

Instead, in terms of filling up the future labour force gaps, raising the
retirement age for the working population seems more feasible. With
improvement of living standards and advancement of medical care, Hong Kong
people's average life span is remarkably prolonged. At present, the average life
span of men is 80, and that of women is even as long as 85. As such, the
retirement age of 55 or 60 set by most public and private institutions looks quite
out of date. Raising the retirement age no doubt will increase the ratio of the
labor force to the total population, but will also bring up problems such as fewer
promotion opportunities for young people and greater expenditure in retirement
funds. It cannot be ruled out that some people may prefer to retire earlier so that
they could claim their pensions to live a retirement life. It is not easy to settle the
controversy evoked by this issue. For the time being, the most important thing is
to work out a better policy on elderly people, so that aged people at grass—roots
who are retired or about to retire could be better taken care of. For example,
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance (CSSA) for elderly people and Old
Age Allowance should be made "portable", so that if some elderly persons go
back to their home towns (on the Mainland) to live a retirement life and they can
present documents to prove it, their rights must not be deprived because they no
longer live in Hong Kong. In addition, Leung Chun—ying had once promised
that, if he was elected, he would increase the Old Age Allowance to $2,000 a
month from the current $1,000. Another candidate Henry Tang Ying—yen had
even promised to upgrade the scheme into a monthly pension of $3,000 with an
assessment mechanism. From the viewpoint of temporarily meeting a pressing

31 May2012

need, both proposals are worth considering.

WORDS AND USAGE

(1) Set sth out (phrasal verb) - To present ideas, facts, etc. in a clear way, in
speech or writing. ( Bk » [#]BH )
Examples: 1. This document sets out our objections to your proposal. 2.All the
reasons are well set out in this chapter.
(2) Speak for itself/themselves (idiom) - Be so clear and obvious that no
explanation or comment is needed. (INE T )
Examples: 1.The design speaks for itself. 2. Your results speak for themselves.
You need to work harder.
(3 Loom large (idiom) — Appear imminent in a threatening, magnified form.
(B Chngl) )
Examples: 1. Trifles loom large to an anxious mind. 2. The possibility of civil war
loomed large on the horizon.
(@) Pile up (phrasal verb) - To form a pile; to increase in quantity or amount.
(MRS > 38% )
Examples: 1. The newspapers began to pile up after a few days. 2. The bills were
piling up and we had money to pay them.
(5 Hold sth/sb up (phrasal verb) - To block or delay the progress of someone
or something. (PHmE - 5L )

Examples: 1.1 don't want to hold you up. 2.An accident inside the Lion Rock

Tunnel held up traffic for three hours.
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How to Make the Grade? (3)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

To nourish the body, one needs
nurtritious  food.  Staying healthy is
important during exams. Being sick is the
worst way to meet the challenge.

It is no good to have junk food and
eat too heavy. Fish is good. It is protein

(FEHE) rich. Vegetables and fruit are
necessary. You need vitamin C to keep
your body strong.

If you feel that the challenge is too
much, try to have mushroom. It is said
that mushroom can help. It is generally
agreed that chocolate can bring good
mood. Some fruit, like grapes, can also
bring good mood.

Some people have rose tea or rose
candy. One kind of rose candy you can
get in Hong Kong is similar to Turkish
delight. It is soft and sweet. But make
sure you don't have too much of it
before going into the examination hall. I

tried it once and I felt so relaxed after
having it that I wanted to sleep.

If you have a cold or flu, take some
Korean Kimchi. It might help. In fact,
treating yourself to a Korean meal before
your exam is quite a good idea. We all
know that Koreans are generally very
hardworking. It might having something
to do with their food.

Recently I went to Tsimshatsui and
visited a street with a lot of Korean
restaurants. There are also shops selling
foodstuff from Korea. The shops have
many different kinds of Kimchi. And the
restaurants there are not expensive at all.
I saw some secondary school students
there in their uniform. They went there
to have lunch. In a small restaurant I
ordered soup with fish egg. I was told
that the soup was cooked in the most

authentic Korean way.




