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EDITORIAL

Public opinion supports
restructuring, opposes filibustering

According to results of a public opinion poll released yesterday by Hong
Kong Public Opinion Research Centre, some 60% of nearly 1,000 citizens
surveyed agree that the government restructuring bill should be passed before
July 1. And 70% of them firmly oppose lawmakers to obstruct its passage with

"filibustering" activity.

These results of the poll are absolutely believable and reasonable. In fact,
there is no need for a professional opinion poll to tell us that few Hong Kong
citizens would want to see chaos in the SAR without an intact administration to
be formed on July 1. It is true that many citizens are critical of the government's
performance or not satisfied with the performance of some officials. But the
general public can make a clear distinction: government structure is one thing
while individual officials are another. They won't want to overthrow the
government structure just because they are not content with some individual
officials' performance. Not to mention that Leung Chun—ying's new team has
yet to take office and put on a performance for public appraisal. How can the
blame also be put on the innocent to block the formation of the new
government?

Likewise, without a poll, it can be certain that the mainstream public
opinion is against "filibustering", because the activity prodigally wastes taxpayers'
money. Last time Raymond Wong Yuk Man and his ilk had filibustered 33 hours
to obstruct the consideration of the by—election bill, causing a loss of $12 million

of public funds!

Right now Raymond Wong and his ilk have already spread the word
that they would table about 1,000 motions to "filibuster" when the restructuring
bill is presented to the Legislative Council's (Legco) Finance Committee.
Chairperson of the Committee Emily Lau Wai—hing has yet to make her attitude
clear. The pro—establishment camp wants to stop the "filibustering" but there is
no rule to follow. Under such circumstances, only mainstream public opinion in
society can make Raymond Wong and his ilk think better of it. Raymond
Wong and other opposition lawmakers must be made to realise that the public
hopes for a smooth government transfer and hopes to see Leung Chun—ying and
his whole new team taking office on July 1 to open a new chapter in the
administration of the SAR,, but not vice versa.

From this perspective, it is very timely and necessary for Hong Kong
Public Opinion Research Centre to publicise the survey, with its results showing
the vast majority of citizens support the restructuring and oppose "filibustering".
The upcoming days will be crucial. All large social organisations, trade unions and
commercial chambers should race against time to speak out with one strong voice
to condemn "filibustering", in the hope of reining in the arrogance of Raymond
Wong and his ilk. By doing "filibustering", one is not to oppose Leung
Chun—ying but to make himself an enemy to society. In future, citizens will

punish a filibusterer with their votes!

As a matter of fact, besides results of opinion polls recently released by
research institutions, attention should also be paid to opinions expressed by
various civil service organisations. As of yesterday, major civil service
organisations such as Hong Kong Senior Government Officers' Association,

Government Employees Association, Hong Kong Civil Servants General Union,

Hong Kong Federation of Civil Service Unions, Hong Kong Chinese Civil
Servants Association, Disciplined Services Consultative Council and Model Scale
1 Staff Consultative Council, have successively issued statements or written to the
Legco to unequivocally express their support to the administrative restructuring
and urge the Legco to pass the bill as early as possible. They have also pointed out
that if the bill is not passed in time, the new government body would not be
"intact" and as such its administration would be hampered. This would not only
increase civil servants' workloads and pressures, but also directly affect
government's services to citizens. Therefore, they have made the appeal to
lawmakers that they waste no time on debating over the restructuring proposal
endlessly but let it pass as early as possible, setting great store by Hong Kong's
overall interests and by citizens' interests.

Whether the administrative restructuring is good and necessary, it is the
vast majority of citizens whose interests will be most directly affected, and it is
civil servants at all levels who have the prior right and intimate knowledge to
speak out. Now mainstream public opinion has been clearly expressed and civil
service organisations have made clear their attitude. In general, they all support
the restructuring and oppose "filibustering". Such public opinion and the opinion
of civil servants must not be ignored and violated. If Raymond Wong and
opposition lawmakers stubbornly choose to be an enemy of the people by
insisting on putting on a "filibustering" farce in the Legco's Finance Committee
to block the administrative restructuring and obstruct a new, intact government

from taking office, then they have to face serious consequences.
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WORDS AND USAGE

(1 Have yet to do sth (phrase) — Used to say that something has not happened
or been done up to the present time. ( A7+ )

Examples: 1.I have yet to figure it out. 2.The company has yet to find a
replacement for the manager who left in September.

(2 Put on (Phrasal verb) — When people put on a show, exhibition, or service,
they perform it or organise it. ( Z2Jff » V8 )

Examples: 1.The band are hoping to put on a UK show before the end of the
year. 2. The museum put on a special exhibition about of dinosaurs.

(3 Spread the word (idiom) — Tell other people, often a lot of other people,
about something.

Examples: 1.A meeting has been arranged for next Thursday, so if you see
anyone, do spread the word. 2. We need to start spreading the word that recycling
Is important.

(@) Think better of it (idiom) - Reconsider; change one's mind about doing
something. (UL » EHFE) dBEE 5 Hore EEETE
EfEEGEEE B BERNTE ) BEREE

Examples: 1.1 hope you'll think better of it before you quit your job. 2.Originally
we were going to buy John's old car, but we thought better of it.

(5 Vice Versa (phrasa, from Latin) — Used to say that the opposite of a statement
isalso true. ( SCZIRER )

Examples: 1.He doesn't trust her, and vice versa. 2. The camera can adjust for a

light subject on a dark background, or vice versa.
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Young People and Business (2)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

Another good thing about the UK
scheme is that it's a government loan.
Even if the young people cannot repay
their loans because of unfavourable
economic conditions or a lack of market
for their goods and services, they will
not be in any danger or at peril. The
government will not do what the loan
sharks will do to them.

Earlier this year, I went to the New
Year's eve flower market in Hong Kong
and saw some young people I knew
running a stall there. They were once
my students in a summer programme.
They got a stall in the flower market
they had
sourced from the mainland and other
parts of Asia. They told me that, by the
time I went there, they had nearly sold
and had made
money to cover the rental charge of
their stall.

selling some small items

everything enough

Most stalls in the flower market were
run by young people. They had the
energy to coup with the hard job day
and night. However, I thought, if they
are running a shop, not doing business
in the flower market, it is very likely
that they can hardly get any profit. After
all, the flower market is an annual event.
It is festive, attracting a lot of visitors.
And for those young people, it is mainly
for fun and for getting an experience.

A few students I had taught told me
how their school participated in the
flower market. They raised over HK$30,
000 to bid for the stall. Then they
designed their merchandise and had it
produced in some factories on the
mainland. During the process, their
teachers gave them a lot of support.

"It is really hard to run a business, too

much work," one of the students said, "I

am not sure if I can do it on my own."




