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EDITORIAL

New body to open new horizon in
poverty alleviation

Chief Executive—elect Leung Chun—ying yesterday announced the
setting up of a preparatory task force on the Commission of Poverty to consider

its composition and responsibility.

The seven—member task force will be led by Leung himself, with the
Chief Secretary as the vice chairperson. Other members include Law
Chi—kwong, an associate professor from the Department of Social Work &
Social Administration of the University of Hong Kong; Fang Man—sang, head of
the Council of Social Service; Ho Hei—wah, director of Society of Community
Organization; Henry Cheng Kar—shun from the business sector, and the
Secretary for Labour and Welfare.

In view of its composition, the task force is professional, appropriate and
practical. During his election campaign, Leung once visited the old Sham Shui Po
area with Ho Hei—wah as his guide. He climbed nine flights of stairs to the roof
of a building to see with his own eyes the living conditions of rooftop dwellers.
Ho Hei—wah, Fong Man—sang and Law Chi—kwong do not belong to the
pro—establishment camp, but are rather harsh critics of the government's welfare
policy. But given their long—time devotion to social work, their sincerity,
experience and capabilities are beyond doubt. Poverty alleviation is not a political
issue. There is no need to have a "camp" classification. Whoever is sincere and
committed to poverty alleviation, his or her opinion should be listened to. In
future, Leung must better cooperate with the social work sector. Only in this way

can he alleviate poverty.

However, the establishment of a Commission on Poverty does not
necessarily mean that the problem of poverty can be solved. Poverty is a social
phenomenon induced by various causes. In present—day Hong Kong there is
poverty among helpless, elderly people, there is poverty caused by joblessness,
and there is poverty resulting from low incomes. There is also poverty among
new immigrants from the Mainland or single—parent families. There are also
trans—generation poverty and so—called "poverty of the post—1980s generation"
because some young people decline to work though they are educated. All in
all, there is a great variety in the type of poverty cases, resulting from different
causes, which should not be lumped together, let alone be treated with one
and the same solution. This is why the Chief Executive—elect wants to
restructure the Commission of Poverty. The aim is to clarify the status, nature
and sources of the current poverty problem in order to find specific ways to deal
with it.

Needless to say, "money" is the first factor that must be considered in any
attempt to solve the poverty problem. Money must be spent in various ways to
provide practical help for those who have difficulty providing food, clothing,
housing, medical care and education for their children. However, the problem of
poverty or the widening wealth gap facing today's Hong Kong does not merely
lie in lack of money for food, clothing, housing, transport or medical care, but
also because of problems relating to social harmony, mutual trust and care, and
the driving force in society. There is not just poverty in material life. Something is
also amiss in our social spirit and willpower. Many people talk about poverty, but
in the same breath curse the rich, the property developers, the government and
even some effective poverty alleviation measures adopted by the government.
What on earth is this intended for, to help poverty alleviation and narrow wealth
gap, or to create social antagonisms and resentment under the excuse of poverty

alleviation? What help can such actions really do towards alleviating poverty and
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providing help to people in need?

Therefore, the future Commission of Poverty directly headed by Leung must
not just work with an eye to drafting some concrete welfare measures as its
predecessors did. Surely it is necessary to raise the Old Age Allowance, give out
more Elderly Health Care Vouchers and carry on with the $2 Public Transport
Concessions for the Elderly. It is also benevolent to provide subsidies to children
of poor grass—roots families so that they can have access to the Internet,
participate in extra—curriculum activities and afford lunches. But at the same
time, greater effort should be devoted to studying and explaining the social causes
of the poverty problem and the genuine significance of poverty alleviation, to
encourage poor people to brace themselves up rather than simply bemoaning
their fate or becoming resentful, and — more importantly - to encourage
children from poor families to rouse and exert themselves so as to change their
fate of becoming the "second poor generation". Furthermore, an atmosphere of
harmony, unity and mutual respect must be fostered in the whole society in
which being poor is not looked down upon while being rich is not to be envied,
so as to fundamentally reverse the evil trend in society of recent years that has
been politically instigated by the opposition, characterized by mutual distrust and
hostility between people from different strata and between officials and citizens so
that they are suspicious of each other. Only when a society is united, active, full of
hope and love, can it reduce and overcome poverty, can it enable people in
various social strata with different living standards to equally live with dignity and
happiness. What the Commission of Poverty will be facing is not just the poor
but the whole society. What the Commission of Poverty will have to deal with is
not only poverty alleviation but also the poor but the whole society. What the
Commission of Poverty will have to deal with is not only poverty alleviation but
also a search for a road toward a brighter future with shared ideals and spiritual
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wealth.

WORDS AND USAGE

@ In view of sth (idiom) —
E)

Examples: 1. The prospect for passage of the bill was somewhat cloudy, in view

In consideration of something. ( Z&fA » fff-weee

of its evident unconstitutionality. 2.In view of the high cost of gasoline, I sold my
car.
(2)Belong to sth (phrasal verb) - To be a member of something. ( B2
IEé ...... E/\jﬁk‘ /E\ )

Examples: 1.I don't belong to any political party. 2.Right now, Greece still
belongs to the European Union.
(3 Result from sth (phrasal verb) — To be the outcome of something. ( F«+++
51#8)

Examples: 1.1t will be interesting to see what results from your efforts. 2.Nothing
has resulted from all that work.
@ All'in all (idiom) — Everything considered; in the final analysis; considering
everything. (#ERYZREE > KESMS )

Examples: 1.All in all, the criticism seemed fair. 2.All in all, it was a good
vacation.
(5 Lump sb/sth together (phrasal verb) - To put different people or things
together and think about them or deal with them in the same way. ({EE—5%)

Examples: 1.All the children are lumped together in one class, regardless of their
age and ability. 2. You can't lump the elderly and the disabled together.
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Good Memory (1)

Hark Yeung ( yeung@harkyeung.com )

In the
students who have a good memory often
higher

schools in Hong Kong,

manage to get marks  in
examinations.

There is a story on the CNN (EH
R AT A )

man trains himself to remember a lot of

about how a young

things in a short time.

Here is an example given by that
young man: Have two participants and
give them the photo of a man. Then tell
one of them that the occupation of the
man in the photo is a baker but tell the
other one that the man is called baker.
After some time, ask the two participants
the information of the man in the photo.
The participant who was told that the
man was a baker would be more likely to
recall the information. It is because the
occupation "baker" is a familiar thing for

us and we know what a baker does. The

name "baker", however, does not have
anything related to the lives of most of us
and it is easy for the participant to forget
him.

As said by that young man, it is
possible for us to turn what we need to
remember into something like baker the
occupation and make the information
stay in our mind for a longer period of
time.

That is a good example. But it is
nothing new for me. Most story—tellers,
novelists in particular, have been trying
to do the same thing. They want their
readers to remember or even absorb the
information in their novels so that the
readers would get interested in the
characters and follow their stories eagerly.
If the readers keep forgetting what a
novelist tells in his/her story, they would

give up and put the novel down.




