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Territory—wide condolences in Hong Kong

Today is a Territory—wide Condolence Day in Hong Kong.
The whole city will spend the day in silence, grief and sad memories.

Flags will be flown at half~mast in Hong Kong today. Flying
a flag at half—mast is a very solemn ceremony. Chief Executive
Leung Chun—yin announced the day before yesterday to hoist the
SAR flags at half—mast at all the SAR Government's buildings for
three days. According to the National Flag Law ( EP)'CEB'C@J [
KB o BURED o[BI THUEHINE - —#%)
of our country, "The National Flag shall be lowered to the half—staft"

when a state leader passes away or an unfortunate accident or disaster
causing especially serious casualties occurs. A few years ago, after the
Wenchuan earthquake, national flags were flown half—mast at
government's buildings. This time, upon learning the SAR
Government's decision on lowering the SAR flags at half—mast, the
State Council has notify the SAR Government and Central
Government's institutions in Hong Kong to lower the national flags
at half—staff for three days as a token of mourning.

Lowering the national and SAR flags is the highest—profile and
most solemn ceremony by the Central and SAR Governments to
express their respect to the 38 Hong Kong citizens died in the
unfortunate accident of ship collusion off Lamma Island, as well as to
offer their consolation to the surviving families. Whatever jobs the
deceased undertook, whatever social statuses they held, they were
members of this society during their lifetime, having to varying
degrees participated in and made contribution to society and their
families. The government must not remain indifferent to people
who meet with misfortune.

Likewise, the absolutely majority of Hong Kong citizens had
never met the 38 deceased in their lifetime, being total—strangers to
them. But unexpected changes in life could happy to everyone. No
one knows when an accident would happen and when misfortune
would befall him. It is possible for any individual or family to fall
down, all of a sudden, into an abyss of misfortune from the Happy
Cloud, just like the 38 deceased and their families. What a joyful
and tender moment it was when those parents taking their children
and newly—wed husbands taking their wives out to watch fireworks
on a boat at the seal But out of a clear sky, they were forever
separated between two worlds by a ship collusion accident in a
couple of minutes. On this Territory—wide Condolence Day, every
Hong Kong citizen is willing to give condolences, offer a signature
or a white flower in hopes that such small tokens could help the
deceased rest in peace and console the survivors.

It is heart breaking for Hong Kong to lower flags for three days
and to set such a Territory—wide Condolence Day. But sympathy
is not limited to tears, and thoughts should not be confined to
sadness. At this sad moment, the SAR Government must also remain
cool—minded so as to see to it that the aftermath of the accident is
well coped with. The whole of Hong Kong society must remain
caring and considerate. Generally speaking, the deceased won't want
to see their surviving families indulge in excessive sadness. It may be
believed that the deceased won't either want to see Hong Kong
simply steep itself in restlessness and give out signs.

In face of the accident, the SAR Government and Hong Kong
society both show their high efficiency, sense of responsibility and
quality. On the night when the accident happened, main forces of
the police, fire fighting and Civil Aid Service were originally
deployed on the sea surface where fireworks were to display. But
upon the occurrence of the accident, various departments
immediately make re—deployment accordingly, with over a dozen
ships and maritime rescue helicopters rushing to the scene for rescue.

A speed boat arrived first and three marine policemen on board
immediately jumped into the sea, without even taking oft their
clothes, to search and save fallen passengers. Numerous shards were
flying off the sinking Lamma IV vessel. One of the marine
policemen was hit on the head and another suffered a bone fracture
after his shank was hit. But they still held on regardless of their

injuries. Over 20 doctors and nurses at Queen Mary Hospital on

Hong Kong Island, which is the nearest to the site of the accident,
were about off duty. They all stayed on duty instead. Doctors and
nurse off duty also rushed back, on their own initiative, to help.
This greatly reinforced the manpower of the Emergency Department,
which is otherwise always short of hands. As a result the injured
admitted could be given medical care the soonest possible. Many
social workers in past two days also threw themselves wholeheartedly
into counselling service, providing "one to one" counselling to
families of the deceased and injured as well as survivors from the
accident...

Hong Kong society today calls for more empathy and cohesion,
calls for greater tolerance and more mutual understanding and
accommodation. Long—time political antagonism in this society has
debased its quality of civilization and weakened its core values. Let
everything restart again from today - the Territory—wide
Condolence Day. Let us all cherish our families, cherish our society
and cherish the hard—won situation. Let us not wait to feel sad and
regretted only until we lose them.

Today, let us mourn together with sincerity and selfless love the
38 people died in the ship collusion accident off Lamma Island on
October 1. May they rest in peace.

04 October 2012

Words and Usage

Mast (noun) - A pole that holds a flag — Kl [J#
FF) o TEULAFIFE staff [F] 2 ©

Examples: To lower a flag at half—staff; To
hoist a flag at half~mast; To hang/fly a flag at
half—mast; Flags to be flown at half—staff... =

[T4EHE ) HIEE
Befall (verb) - If something bad or dangerous

befalls you, it happens to you. ([FEf » 74 )
Examples: 1.Disaster has also befallen many
golfers at this hole.
2.Although war and danger were in
store, it might not befall for months
to come.
Out of a clear sky; Out of the blue (idiom) — If
something happens out of a clear Sky (or out of
the blue), it is completely unexpected. ( E 181~
#)
Examples: 1.One day, out of the blue, she
announced that she was leaving.
2.The invasion came out of a
clear sky and caught everyone off
guard.
See to it (that) (idiom)
(TR > FELE..)

Examples: 1.We must see to it that all people

To make certain (that).

are equal before the law.
2.1 want you to see it that Tom
never comes in here again.
Steep oneself in sth (phrasal verb) - To spend
a lot of time doing or thinking about something.
(JIRE..)
Examples: 1.She steeped herself in the legends of
her people.
2.These

themselves in poetry and painting, as

ancient  scholars  steeped

well as astronomy and mathematics.
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