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Legco must censure shameful
swearing—in ceremony saboteurs

The fifth—term Legislative Council (Legco) of the SAR opened
its curtain yesterday, with 70 newly elected or re—elected lawmakers
sitting in the solemn chamber to begin playing an important and key
role, in the next four year, in supervising the SAR Government's
administration in accordance with the law for social and economic
development and improvement of people's livelihood.

In the current term Legco, the total number of seats is increased
with more seats being directly elected. Hence competition in the
elections was fiercer than ever before. Therefore, vast majority of
voters place quite high hopes on the new lawmakers that they would
fulfill their duty and do their bit in legislation and supervision,
making good on their election promises to contribute to society
and serve the people. However, "a pot of milk is ruined by a drop
of poison". The solemnness of the first important procedure, for the
lawmakers to take the oath of office, at the Legoc's opening session
yesterday was recklessly sabotaged by four guys: Leung Kwok—hung
from League of Social Democrats, Raymond Wong Yuk—man,
Albert Chan Wai Yip and Raymond Chan Chi—chuen from People
Power. They spoke the oath of office either wearing odd clothes,
carrying odd props or in a strange voice. They deliberately spoke
ambiguously or lowered their voice when reading (I will) "bear
allegiance to the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of the
People's Republic of China" and "uphold the Basic Law of the Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region of the People's Republic of
China". In particular, Raymond Wong coughed to leave out part of
the country's name.

Such evil conduct is astonishing and outrageous. All the powers
of Legco are derived from the stipulation and authorization of the
Basic Law of the Hong Kong SAR of the People's Republic of
China.
legislators, naturally they should be fully aware and recognise the
Naturally they

shouldn't have any objection to this "rule of game" that all lawmakers

Since these four persons ran the elections to become
nature and extend of authority of the Legco.

must take the oath of office. However, these four persons yesterday
had gone so far as to openly contempt the swearing—in procedure
and play havoc with the content of the oath, disregarding the very
rudimentary code of political morality and responsibility. If this can
be tolerated, then what else is intolerable?

Yesterday, many righteous lawmakers felt indignant by the four's
evil conduct and held them in contempl, condemning their
clown—like behavior as not only showing no respect for their
capacity as lawmakers, but also disrespecting and insulting the Legco
as a whole, other colleagues in the chamber and the three million
voters. They demanded the four to withdraw and apologize.

According to the Oaths And Declarations Ordinance (Hx )
SCESILEEREAR - SR © WU e [EE ARG
—— #2%) » "A member of the Legislative Council shall...take the
Legislative Council Oath", and "Any person who declines or neglects
to take an oath duly requested...shall (a) if he has already entered on
his office, vacate it, and (b) if he has not entered on his office, be
Article 79 of the Basic Law
stipulates that "a member of the Council is no longer qualified for the

disqualified from entering on it."

office" when "he or she is censured for misbehaviour or breach of
oath by a vote of two—thirds of the members of the Legislative
Council present." Now Raymond Wong and the other three have
played havoc with the swearing—in ceremony, which obviously is
"misbehaviour". They have not only breached but also insulted the
Legco oath. The Legco must censure them for its President to
declare them no longer qualified for the office.

The evil conduct by Raymond Wong and the other three
clearly serves another reminder to all Hong Kong people. Do we
want to have a responsible, efficient and high—quality legislature
which

development, improve people's livelihood and foster harmony in the

could positively and practically promote economic

SAR? Or to have one just like the previous one to let a few clowns
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wantonly "resign on masse" and "filibuster" to obstruct the SAR
Government's administration? Now it is really the time for people
to decide and make a change. All public figures and citizens who do
not want to see the Legco become like a "triad society" or
"colosseum" must come forward to condemn the evil conduct of
playing havoc with the rule of law, creating trouble for the Legco
and for Hong Kong, and demand those villainous lawmakers to mend
their ways. Otherwise, people's power and public opinions should
be mobilsed to throw them out of the chamber.
The current Legco serves as a link between the past and future.
Its task is heavy and its road long. In addition to a lot of bills
concerning economic, social affairs and people's livelihood that are to
be considered imminently, elections by universal suffrage of the Chief
Executive in 2017 and of the Legco in 2020 are now also on the
agenda. The reconstruction and development of the SAR now
arrives at a crucial moment. Either it moves forward or it will be left
behind. Either it remakes itself or it will break itself. It is time for
all lawmakers, who support "one country two systems" and devote
themselves to serving Hong Kong society, to get united and
cooperate with each other sincerely, regardless of their party
affiliation, so as to jointly safeguard and reestablish the dignity and
11 October 2012

reputation of the Legco.
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Do one's bit (idiom) - To do one's part or
contribute one's share. (1 H 7 NAYH 5 3 EHCHT
—17 &)
Examples: 1.0One must do one's bit for one's
country.
2.You can always rely on Tom to
do his bit.
Make good on sth (idiom) — To do what you
have said you would do. (JETT * 28 (#:Z) )
Examples: 1.1 told the children they would
have a great time, and I want to
make good on my promise.
2.My dad made good on his threat to
cut off our Internet service.
Oath of office (noun) — An oath or affirmation a
person takes before undertaking the duties of an
office, usually a position in government or within a
religious body. (FLIGEZE)
Examples: 1.The President took the solemn
oath of office.
2.He placed his right hand on the
Bible as he spoke the oath of office.
Play havoc with sth (idiom) - To cause damage,
destruction or disorder to something. (BT )
Examples: 1.Stormy conditions played havoc
with the fishing.
2.Miserable food , ill — timed and
greedily eaten , had played havoc
with his health.
Hold sb/sth in contempt (idiom) - To feel
contempt for someone or something. (&5 » &b )
Examples: 1.The lazybones are always held in
contempt.

2.People who smoke and drink too

much should be held in contempt.
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