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Chemotherapy at private clinics
also rings alarm bells

Problems with the management of private medical care services
are being exposed one after another. Following the serious incident
in which one woman died and three others are still hospitalised in
critical condition after receiving intravenous injections at DR beauty
centre, the Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Hong Kong yesterday
pointed out that doctors treating cancer patients with chemotherapy
at private clinics in commercial buildings may also pose a high risk.

It suggested the newly set up Steering Committee on Review of the
Regulation of Private Healthcare Facilities to follow up and regulate
the practice.

This problem, exposed by the professional Society of Hospital
Pharmacists of Hong Kong, naturally deserves attention and concern.

A spokesman for the Society said in the past, cancer patients
generally received chemotherapy in hospitals. But as the number of
patients increased in recent years, doctors at private hospitals, after
giving their patients the first injection, would invite them to continue
receiving chemotherapy at their own clinics.

As a result, there are now 19 private medical care institutions,
including private clinics and "centres" jointly run by several doctors,
providing chemotherapy for cancer patients.

By taking such a move, private doctors are probably aimed at
saving patients time and money. Their intention is beyond
reproach. But the problem lies in that medication for chemotherapy
must be diluted and blended in a Sterile environment before it can
be injected into a patient. Only one or two of the 19 private
institutions installs a "sterile room". All the rest blend medication in
a plastic box, which fail to meet the requirements for isolation and
sterility. Under such circumstances, they pose health risk not only
to their patients but also to nurses at the clinics and staffers working
in the same building, because the vapour produced during processing
of chemotherapy medication will spread via the central air
conditioning system.

On this,

chemotherapy was high—risk treatment, so if the number of patients

the spokesman for the Society warned that

taking chemotherapy in private clinics continue growing, "sooner or
later something will go wrong".

It seems, following the incident involving DR beauty centre,
the problem of lack of supervision on private medical care services,
as exposed by the Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Hong Kong,
once again 1ings alarm bells. The situation is no less serious than
"stem cell skin care". Both administer intravenous injections in a
non—isolated, non—sterile environment, offering an opportunity for
[antibiotic—resistant] Uperbugs to grow. Moreover, those who take
"stem cell skin—care" treatment are healthy ladies, but those who take
chemotherapy are cancer patients. A cancer patient's own immune
system is already quite weak. If superbugs invade into his body and
blood system, there could be serious consequences: it may not be an
alarmist talk that he could get killed.

Therefore, with the alarm bells keep ringing, the newly
established Steering Committee on Review of the Regulation of
Private Healthcare Facilities needs to enhance its sense of crisis and
speed up its work. Right now it has at least two urgent tasks.

One is to demarcate "beauty service" and "medical procedure",
defining what services beauty salons may and may not provide,
including banning them from using specialised terms of medical
science and technology such as "stem cell treatment” on their
publicity brochures and advertisements, so as not to give any chance
for some people to fish in muddied waters and make profits.
Violators should be investigated and severely punished.

The second is to send personnel to inspect the 19 private clinics

and jointly run centres, based on what has been exposed by the
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Society of Hospital Pharmacists. Those which are found to lack
sterile facilities and not qualified for processing chemotherapy
medication must be immediately ordered to stop giving patients
intravenous injections, so as to protect their life safety.

In regard to this, Secretary for Food and Health Ko Wing—man
stressed that investigation, regulation and legislation took time and
thus could not be done at one stroke. In fact, private medical care
is an invaluable medical care resource in Hong Kong. It is impossible
for public medical care to take on all medical care services for seven
million people. Nevertheless, while in business operation there is
distinction between public and private sectors, in regard to safety and
supervision both must be treated equally with the same strict
standards and regulations. This is medical authority's unshirkable

responsibility. 16 October 2012

Words and Usage

Beyond reproach (idiom) — Blameless, faultless.
(FERTFE# )
Examples: 1.Jean's conduct at school is beyond
reproach.
2.His manners are beyondreproach —I've
never met anyone so polite.
Sterile (adj.) — Clean and free of bacteria and germs.
(JEEFH » FEEAYT)

Examples: 1.The high risk of infection puts a
premium on the use of sterile needles.
2.Thoroughly washing and disinfecting of
a building may not necessarily render it
sterile

Ring/sound alarm bells (idiom) — If something rings/
sounds alarm bells, it makes
you start to worry because it
is a sign that there may be a
problem

Examples: 1.The name rang alarm bells in her

mind.

2.The report about worldwide climate
change should sound alarm bells in every
community.

Superbug, super germ (noun) — ElEGHRIFGH + ZEHT
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At a stroke (idiom) — (Something happens) as a result

of one sudden action or event.
(—FF  —#)

Examples: 1.I wish I could pass on all my

knowledge at one stroke to these

young people.
2.An oak is not felled at one stroke.
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