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Modern version of
"'why not eat meat congee?"

The Legislative Council (Legco) Finance Committee has once again
let down the 400,000 needy elderly people in Hong Kong!

When its meeting was about to be adjourned as scheduled at 11.00pm
last night — after a long debate session of over four hours, opposition
lawmakers insisted that the debate was not over. As a result, following last
Friday, the meeting once again ended without a vote on the government's
funding application for the Old Age Living Allowance (OALA). The next
debate will be held no earlier than 9 November. Even when the funding
is approved in the next meeting, the back—dating lump sum payment will
have one month's less.

What is happening to the OALA scheme is not only frustrating but
also outrageous. From the day when he began his election campaign, Chief
Executive Leung Chun—ying has repeatedly stressed on caring for
disadvantaged groups and improving welfare for the elderly by doubling the
old age allowance. The opposition's obstruction is completely unreasonable.
They appear as if they were righteous, blaming the government for ignoring
the problem of poverty and refusing to introduce a universal pension system.
While sounding as if right, their argument is in fact wrong, trying to falk
black into white . 1t fails to get to the essence of the matter: Is the $2,200
monthly allowance needed by the elderly as their "survival money"? Why
not vote to pass the funding? At the Finance Committee meeting last night,
Raymond Wong Yuk Man shouted hoarsely at the top of his voice, with
blue veins standing out on his temples, accusing Secretary for Labour and
Weltare Matthew Cheung Kin—chung of abandoning the needy elderly and
doing them a disservice . But who on earth has obstructed the dispatch
of the $2,200 monthly allowance to the needy elderly? Matthew Cheung
or Raymond Wong?

A fallacy used by the opposition to block the funding for OALA is:
Why doesn't the government introduce a universal retirement protection
system first? This is perverted logic to lump together two different things.
By its name, OALA focuses on the elderly people, who are surely members
of our society. Elderly poverty problem is also part of the overall poverty
and retirement protection problem. But the former is just a part of the
whole that needs to be dealt with urgently, while the latter as a whole needs
a long—term solution. Can the opposition deny the fact that a great number
of needy elderly people rely their living on the $1,090 Old Age Allowance
and have to pick up cardboards on streets and eat rotten fruit?

As for universal retirement protection, nothing has been done so far.

Consensus should be formed in society on the funding. Should all three
parties, employees, employers and the government make their due
contributions? It is not an exaggeration to say that it will take three to five
years at the minimum and eight to 10 years at the maximum to reach a
consensus on this. But many of the elderly people now collecting cardboards
and picking up damped food from garbage cans on streets are in their 70s or
80s, old and ailing like a candle guttering in the wind. How many years can
they wait before receiving the $3,000 universal pension? Isn't Alan Leong
Kah—kit of the Civic Party who has maintained the fallacious argument just
like Emperor Hui of Jin Dynasty. who asked: "Why (starving people) not
eat meat congee?"

An ancient saying has it that "Never think any virtue trivial and so
neglect it; never think any vice trivia and so practise it." How come the 400,
000 needy elderly people should not be given a little bit more money right
away, so they could live a little bit better off? What is wrong with this?
Why should the secretary responsible for carrying out this policy have been
bitterly cursed by Raymond Wong and his ilk? Is there still any justice in
the Legco chamber?

No doubt, the existing welfare for the elderly and the overall poverty
alleviation policies and measures are not perfect. Even the OALA is

something in between the Old Age Allowance and Comprehensive Social
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Security Assistance (CSSA) for the elderly, so there are arguably some
overlaps and it also needs considerable administration fees. In the long run,
the government must work out a set of more complete social welfare policies
based on over economic development, the balance of government's fiscal
income and expenditure and integration of social resources, including
drawing a poverty line so as to see fo it that the neediest disadvantaged
groups living at the very bottom of society won't suffer from starvation.
Although it may not be so easy to introduce universal retirement protection,
the current administration should gradually start some preliminary works such
as consultations and preparations. The "universal health care" to be
introduced in the upcoming reform of medical care financing should be able
to offer some experience in this regard.
Hong Kong is a just, free and wealthy society with the rule of law.
Many social problems should be jointly concerned and solved by the
government and public. A precondition for this is that social harmony and
stability must be maintained. Although the OALA scheme has suffered a
series of frustrations right now, the Leung administration must strengthen its
resolve to seek happiness for the people. Citizens and the elderly will
support you.
31 October 2012

Words and Usage

Let sb down (phrasal verb) — To disappoint someone by failing
to do what you agreed to do or
were expected to do. (ERN Sk
£)

Examples: 1.It's important our decision doesn't let down
our customers.
2.You will be there tomorrow — you won't let
me down, will you?
Talk black into white (proverb) - ZEX ZZHTE TP HIFX K
HHSE BT E °
Talk black into white ( LL B 1
EBLE [EEHRE] ~ [15
BERE | o BB HZEE
B : Cal the black white
and white black °
Do sb/sth a disservice (idiom) — To do something that gives
other people a bad opinion
of someone or something. (&
ae - BE)
Examples: 1.University rankings do a disservice to students.
2.The fans have done the game a great disservice.

Why not eat meat congee? — [T EFE] - HE (BZF
- ETAD) (RN o [EE
B - FEOH . [HEERE
TR ? | B [EERE
B RS © | RK TRl 0
EHEERSE - wH - [T RA
BE? | REEHEAAEN -

See to it (that) (idiom) - Be careful or certain to do

something; make certain of something.
(HER)
Examples: 1.We must see to it that all people are equal
before the law.

2. I should have seen to it that she was told.
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