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No need to seek help from a bygone flag

During a question—and—answer session in the Legislative Council
(Legco) yesterday, Chief Executive Leung Chun—ying pointed out that it
was unnecessary for demonstrators to wave British colonial flags to express
their discontent, whatever different views they might have on the SAR's
governance or social development.

The point af issue here is that British—Hong Kong flags with the
"dragon—lion" coat of arms were waved during some recent street
demonstrations, which has aroused much concern in society. It was
necessary and responsible for Leung, as the Chief Executive of the SAR,
to explain his attitude. Given his response, Leung's view on the issue is
profound and accurate. People concerned must take his response seriously
and think over it carefully.

What is that flag of "British—Hong Kong"?
representing the 150—year British colonial rule of Hong Kong, which

That is a flag

carries the historical evil of British Empire's pirate—like pillage and is
soaked with the blood and tears of humiliation of the Chinese people
being colonised. That is not a glorious flag worthy to be raised high.
More importantly, with Britain's "pullout of Hong Kong" at midnight of
1 July 1997, that flag was lowered, disappeared forever and no longer
existed. Replacing it then was the bauhinia flag of the Hong Kong SAR
of the People's Republic of China — an honorable and dignitary flag that
truly belongs to Hong Kong people.

That British—Hong Kong flag had flown across the Victoria
Harbour for one and a half centuries. But Hong Kong people had never
regarded it as their own flag, with very few people being able to
accurately name its pattern and colours. For, people knew fairly well that
that flag only represented the interests of British colonial rulers. The
young individuals who waved such flags in recent demonstrations could
go home and asked their parents or grandparents about their personal
experiences living under that flag. Upon Hong Kong's return to China,
Britain immediately shut its doors, British National (Overseas) passport
holders, who had originally thought they were entitled to migrate to the
United Kingdom for holding such a passport, became dumbfounded.

As a matter of fact, Hong Kong is a society with seven million
people. There is nothing strange that some people would feel
discontented with the administration of the government, with people's
livelihood and social development, with economic development and with
their personal living conditions. And people's discontent may not grow
out of thin air . Shouldn't they feel discontented with the government's
Shouldn't they feel

discontented with having to live in sub—divided flats or cage—rooms?

failure to curb skyrocketing housing prices?

Shouldn't they feel discontented with individual officials' failure to make
satisfactory explanations when their conducts are questioned? --+ Citizens
must not be blamed for having discontent with such things. Rather the
Leung administration should be thankful to those people who take to the
streets to express their discontent and thus help the government
understand what is in their minds so as to improve its governance.
Nevertheless, 15 years after Hong Kong's return to the Motherland,
waving British—Hong Kong flags on the soil of Hong Kong SAR of
China is a behavior not only wrong but also very blinded and invalid.
Those who waved such flags might feel discontented with "excessive
police power" in using pepper sprays or with the lack of the freedom of
demonstration. But, can the British take care of affairs in today's Hong
Kong SAR? Do they have a say? Not to mention that a report recently
released by the British government is full of words of fulsome praise
about "one country two systems" and Hong Kong's latest circumstances.

More importantly, who would feel being buttered up or fawned
on when those demonstrators waved the British—Hong Kong flags? Or —
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as some trouble—making media outlet put it — who would be denied or
attacked by the move? The answer to both questions is No One. Even
the British who may still think on incessantly their 150—year colonial
"halo" would not habour such a daydream of setting back the wheel of
history and going back to the past. Mainland compatriots, the Central
Government and all who sincerely carry out "one country two systems",
"Hong Kong people running Hong Kong" with high—degree autonomy
and support Hong Kong's economic development with the 36 measures,
Mainland and Hong Kong Closer Economic Partnership Arrangement
(CEPA) and opening up individual travels (to Hong Kong), are bound to
feel disgusted on seeing that flag. The ultimate victim of any damage to
Mainland—Hong Kong relations will only be the seven million Hong
Kong people.

The Leung administration really wants to serve Hong Kong society.
Citizens should give it time and support. The Central Government will
continue to support Hong Kong. Let that British—Hong Kong flag
covered with historical dust go back to its own home and not to haunt
the SAR any more. 02 November 2012

Words and Usage

At issue (idiom) — In question, under discussion.
(5 [EEFHZHT » #amt )
1.The point at issue is what is best for
children.

2 What is at issue here is his honesty, not the

Examples:

quality of his work.

Think sth over (phrasal verb) — If you think something over,
you consider it carefully before
making a decision.

([FHl%EE » FBEEE)
Examples: 1.1 suggest you think over your position very
carefully.

2.She said she needs time to think it over.

Out of thin air (idiom) — Out of nowhere, out of nothing.

(HREEA - LR )
Examples:  1.Using volunteers from the audience, the
magician makes cards appear out of thin air.
2.You just made up that excuse out of thin
air.
Fulsome (adj) - Complimentary or flattering to an excessive
degree.. (JE » #4773 )
Examples: 1.His new book has received fulsome praise
from the critics.

2.She was fulsome in her praise for the people

who organised the event.

Butter sb up (phrasal verb) — To praise or flatter someone

excessively.
( Eiga ks - BIeA1E )
Examples: 1.The bank has to butter up investors because it

is In a fiercely competitive market.

2.A student tried to butter the teacher up.
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