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Elementary

A Dr Stephen Tommis was invited to No 8
Middle School to see how they deal with
gifted students

in competitions but the School does not

No 8 Middle School in Beijing is well known

throughout mainland China as an exceptional school.
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Education
stipulated by the State and so lesson time
is strictly regulated. In the first academic
year, there are 35 lessons each week, 36
in the second year, 37 in the third year
and 36 in the fourth year.

Within each teaching unit there is
careful planning to ensure that as much
information content is added that can be
realistically learned in the time available.
The planning sets high expectations on
the capacity of young minds to absorb a
lot of information.

Students are encouraged to participate
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Support rejuvenaﬁng Hong Kong
with down—to—earth efforts

Chief Executive Leung Chun—ying and Financial Secretary John Tsang
Chun—wah yesterday held a forum at Kowloon Bay International Trade and
Exhibition Centre to gauge public views on the 2013 Policy Address and
2013—14 Budget, to be delivered respectively in coming January and February.

At the forum, on the basis of previous public consultations, Leung
summarized four issues that concerned citizens the most: poverty, housing,
caring for elderly people, and environment, saying these problems would be
a major focus of his first Policy Address.

No doubt, in regard to economic and people's livelihood issues popularly
concerned in Hong Kong society, Leung not only explained his position in
his election platform, but has also raced against time , after he was
sworn in, to launch a series of policies and measures including:

On housing, allowing "white form" applicants to purchase flats in the
Home Ownership Scheme (HOS) secondary market without paying the
premium, raising income limits for My Home Purchase Scheme and HOS
applicants, and enforcing "drastic measures" such as introducing the Buyer's
Stamp Duty;

On alleviating poverty and caring for the elderly, honouring his election
promise to first launch a $2,200 monthly Old Age Living Allowance (OALA)
for 400,000 needy elderly people, and re—establishing the Commission on
Poverty (CP) and integrating the Community Care Fund (CCF) into CP to
provide constant services.

However, facts are before our eyes. Some of the measures to alleviate
people's hardships proposed by Leung cannot be promptly implemented, but
are obstructed and attacked by opposition lawmakers at the Legislative Council
(Legco). This makes it difficult for the operation of the SAR Government
from the very beginning. Some problems in their private lives of the Chief
Executive and a few officials have been infinitely exaggerated and pursued by
the opposition and trouble—making media outlets, so much so that the CE and
officials concerned have been weighed down with "making explanations".
Under such a circumstance, there has been no time for the new CE and his
team to bring their positive energies into play and put their ambition
into practice.  Citizens have also felt being trapped in contradiction and
helplessness. Taking the OALA for examples, people have not been happy
with the "filibustering" by "Long Hair" Leung Kwok—hung, but at the same
time also not satisfied by the performance of the CE and officials concerned.
As such they have felt frustrated for unable to do anything about it.

Therefore, now when the consultation and drafting of the CE's first
Policy Address and new administration's first Budget are on the agenda, what
CE Leung Chun—ying and principal officials need the most right now is to
regroup for battle with refreshed morale so as to regain the initiative. Those
problems still perplexing citizens must be clarified " once and for all ".
Apologies must be made sincerely if there are personal negligence and
carelessness. For a person in governance, no face is lost to ask people's
forgiveness or even to be somehow wronged. What is more important is to
seize every opportunity to explain clearly to citizens the short— and
medium—term goals of administration, and to act promptly as is promised to
produce an immediate effect, so as to bring about a new situation in
governance with more deeds than words and more actions than disputes.

As a matter of fact, with Leung's knowledge, insight and capability and

his new team's genuine intention to serve Hong Kong society, it should not

be so difficult for them to reverse the current situation and break the shackles.
In fact, citizens had felt it scintillating when Leung announced to run the race
for CE. Right upon taking his office, Leung immediately announced to set
a "zero quota" for Mainland pregnant women to give birth in Hong Kong,
and stopped "individual travel" to Hong Kong by non—permanent residents
of Shenzhen. This showed his determination and decisiveness, which also won
citizens' praise. Unfortunately, troubled by some trivial matters, he has failed
to continue this momentum of doing things in a down—to—earth manner.
Therefore, it may be believed that, as long as Leung Chun—ying and his
team could eliminate in time the interferences hitherto and re—boost morale,
taking the new Policy Address and Budget as a new opportunity and economic
development especially economic integration with the Mainland as a driving
force to do certain practical things for citizens, as long as they would sincerely
learn from the words of Deng Xioaping as quoted by General Secretary Xi
Jinping recently to oppose empty talks that would lead thing astray and
advocate to rejuvenate Hong Kong with down—to—earth efforts, they surely
could open a new horizon for reconstruction of Hong Kong with one heart.
Especially right now, the opposition camp is short of new blood while
suffering internal conflicts. Disgusted by the "filibustering" activity that wastes
public funds, citizens now no longer hold them in esteem.
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Words and Usage

Race against time (idiom) — 7o hurry to beat a deadline.
(FHEFS - LFTE )
Examples: 1.The natural urge when running a distance is
to push harder and finish sooner — to race
against tme.
2.You don't need to race against time. Take all
the time you want.
Weigh sb/sth down (phrasal verb) — 7o burden someone or
something so that it 1s difficult for them to
move easily. (JBEE + FEZ 17 )
Examples: 1.Financial problems have been weighing down
our entire family.
2.The load of bricks weighed down the truck.
Bring sth into play (idiom) — To make something begin to work or
operate. ( ﬁff )
Examples: 1.Even bringing into play all the resources available
would not resolve the immediate shorttall in production.
2 Now;, this recent development brings some other factors
into play.
Once and for all (idiom) — As a settled matter; finally and
permanently. (—K Tt » —45K5H])
Examples: 1. We've settled that question once and for all.
2.He will explain it fully once and for all.
Bring sth about (phrasal verb) — 7o cause something to happen,
occur or exist. (ZFE + F[& - FHE))
Examples: 1.The only way they can bring about political
change is by putting pressure on the government.
What has brought about this change?

What Works in Gifted Education

Curriculum

provide any training programme for

A No 8 Middle School in Beijing is well known
throughout mainland China as an exceptional school

Reflections from No.8 Middle School, Beijing
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I was privileged to be invited to this school in
September 2012 to see how they deal with gifted
students. This article is the first of two that looks at
the work of No 8 Middle School, what works best
for gifted students in Beijing, and asks if there are
any lessons that we could learn in Hong Kong.

In 1985 8 Middle School
established an experimental class for gifted children,

Beijing  No.

admitting students with an average age of 10 years
but with an educational attainment at least 4 years
higher (ie that of a P5 student in Hong Kong terms).
These

programme which equates to an 8—year programme

students take an accelerated 4—year
for a non—gifted student, so that by the age of 14
they reach the academic level of a high school
graduate.

The curriculum has to be based on the
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them. The pedagogy sets great store by teaching at
a fast pace without sacrificing the quality of learning.
A further School

curriculum is its Physical Education programme.

novel element of the
This programme aims to ensure that all gifted
students are physically strong and fitter than
non—gifted students and they achieve this by adding
5 PE sessions to the weekly curriculum (more
sessions that in the regular curriculum) and a whole
afternoon each week to PE in Nature where
students are free to enjoy outdoor sports activities
like hiking, mountain climbing, swimming, diving,
skating, unicycle riding and bicycle travel.

Teachers not only guide students to do the
activities but they also add nature—related lessons to
take advantage of different and diverse environments.

An analysis of the physical strength of Gifted
Children Class students showed that when they first

joined the class, their bodily functions, physical

qualities, growth, development, were not
"supernormal", some were even below normal
standard. When they graduated, the indicators,
especially  fitness, improved substantially. An
illustration of their stamina is that between late June
and early July this year, the hottest days of the year,
the students launched a bicycle adventure to Shanhai
Pass, covering a distance of 750km. All completed
the journey without feeling ill!

Next week we will reflect on the work of No
8 Middle School and see if there are lessons to be

learned for schools in Hong Kong.

Dr Stephen Tommis

Executive Director The Hong Kong Academy for Gifted Education
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