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Ricky Wong curses government
after his trick fails

New dispute arises over the licensing of Hong Kong Television
Network (HKTV). HKTV has been planning to launch its
mobile—TV service in July, but now the Communications Authority
requires the company to obtain a free—to—air TV license first. HKTV
chairman Ricky Wong Wai—kay has come out to accuse the
government of purposefully scuttling his plan, saying: "We've come to
a dead end." The incident arouses wide attention.

Not long ago, Ricky Wong was defeated in competition for a new
free—to—air TV license issued by the government and became
discontented and spoken resentfully. Now his plan to launch
mobile=TV service again hits a snag, so it is no surprise he would
"curse without naming names".
new free TV license, HKTV had lost to i—Cable's Fantastic TV and
PCCW's HK Television Entertainment Company because of its

However, in the competition for a

weaker competitiveness, while this time its plan to launch mobile—TV
service is held up because its transmission system should be subject
to the Telecommunications Ordinance. Now, just because of his
failure to achieve his aim, Ricky Wong — without distinguishing
between right and wrong and posing himself as a pitiful bullied
person — asserts that the government is against him and changes the
rules of the game arbitrarily, in an attempt to solicit support by
escalating the issue into a political one and instigating social
antagonism. Is this fair and something an honest businessman should
do?

As a matter of fact, Ricky's accusations of the government this time
over his mobile=TV license are unreasonable and ungrounded. In
essence, this is a matter to be dealt with by the law, and that's all -
nothing to do with not welcoming investment or damaging our
business environment.

One of Ricky Wong "accusations" is that the Framework for
Development of Broadcast—type Mobile TV Services in Hong Kong, a
document released in 2008 by the government, says mobile TV is not
subject to the Broadcasting Ordinance. This is true. But the problem
is that Ricky Wong's planned mobile=TV service is not really
"mobile" as it wants to use the same DTMB (Digital Terrestrial
Multimedia Broadcast) technology like TVB and ATV to broadcast to
households, so that citizens will be able to watch its programmes by
turning on a TV set at home or in any other fixed place including a
hotel room. In this way, how different is it from a free—to—air TV or
pay TV that should be subject to the Telecommunications Ordinance?

In the same document, it is clearly stated that "The expression
'mobile TV services' generally refers to the provision of television
programme services by wireless transmission of audio—visual content
for reception by mobile phones or other portable devices. The
inherent characteristics ~ distinguishing mobile TV services from
conventional TV services are mobility and personalised consumption."

The mobile—TV service Ricky Wong plans to provide is neither
"mobile" nor "portable" nor having the characteristics of "mobility and
personalised consumption". In which way can it be called a
mobile=TV service? And why should it not be subject to the
Telecommunications Ordinance? How can it be launched without a
license?

Another of Ricky Wong's "accusations" is that mobile— TV service
previously provided by a China Mobile subsidiary had not been bound
by the Broadcasting Ordinance, but the Government changes terms
after he has bought the mobile— TV license. Isn't this an act of
antagonism against him? Such assertion is also obviously a distortion
and misleading.

The fact is that the mobile=TV broadcast by the China Mobile
subsidiary used the CMMB (Converted Mobile Multimedia
Broadcasting) standard, which could only be received on a mobile

phone or computer and the picture could not be zoomed out and thus

would become blurry when shown on a big screen. As such it could
not be viewed directly from households TV sets and was "mobile TV"
in every sense of the term. But after buying the license, Ricky Wong
has switched to DTMB standard to measure up to big—screen TV.
As a result, the issue of licensing crops up.

He has
deliberately made no mention of the difference between the two
standards, but stressed that China Mobile had been left alone but
Ricky Wong is obstructed. In this way, he deliberately points up
that Mainland enterprises enjoy "privilege" in Hong Kong and he is a

On this issue, Ricky Wong's reaction is quite "devious".

target of political antagonism, in an attempt to instigate some people's
anti—government sentiments. His intention could be said really mean.
Surely, as every day sees new development in telecommunications
technology including transmission standards, the content of the current
Telecommunications Ordinance and Broadcasting Ordinance, which
have been in effect for many vyears, need to be updated. The
Commerce and Economic Development Bureau has already promised
to conduct a review of the two ordinances this year. However, Ricky
Wong attempts to make use of legal loopholes to switch his "mobile"
TV into a "non—mobile" one and evade licensing and supervision,

which is by no means acceptable.
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E Hit a snag (idiom) — To encounter an unexpected problem or E
S obstacle —the word "snag" is used hers in S
E the sense of "a sharp or rough projection. E
] " CBEFEINRTE R ) :
S Examples: 1. We've hit a snag with the building project. S
. 2 Our plans tor Sally's surprise party hit a snag -
E when we discovered she would be away that E
s weekend, s
. Lose to sb/sth (phrasal verb) — To be defeated by someone or :
E something. ( BfG--- Bfd---) E
s Examples: 1. [ don'’t know why I often lose to Ping—pong s
3 players who are actually worse than I. :
E 2. Our team lost to the for the seventh year in a E
. row. .
E (Be) subject to sth (idiom) — Be under the control or authority S
E of something. (%Z---HE - = E
. AT ) .
S Examples: 1. All citizens in this nation are subject to the law. S
. 2. Violators will be subject to a fine. .
E Measure up (to sb/sth) (phrasal verb) — To reach a standard E
S that is as good as someone S
. or something else (%
E B e o B —ff
: ) s
d Examples: 1. The math skills of the majorty of children in this .
E school measure up to the national standards. E
. 2 Too often computer soffware fails to measure up -
E to expectations. E
E Point sth up (phrasal verb) — To emphasize a problem or fact, E
3 so that people notice it more.
3 (37 BT ]
E Examples: 1. This points up what I've been telling you. E
3 2. It was a badly researched documentary that glossed .
S over important questions while pointing up trivial S

ones.
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