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Song Dynasty relic site gives Hong
Kong another'"name card"

At the of MTR Corp's planned Sha
Tin—Central route near the Kai Tak Development area, an ancient
well of the Song Dynasty (960 to 1279) and a lot of relics were
found

construction  site

some days ago. Hong Kong and Guangdong's
archaeological communities attach great importance to excavations
of the site, and Hong Kong people are also interested in the
discovery.

The archaeological, relic and historical values of the discovery are
beyond question. The Song Dynasty existed over thousand years
ago. Such a considerably large residential site of the Song Dynasty,
including house sites, a water well, graves and over 3,000 pieces of
unearthed relics such as potteries, porcelains and copper coins, is
not commonly seen even in the Mainland. The discovery enables
us to enhance our knowledge about the construction style and life
style of the Song Dynasty. In particular, this site is unearthed in
such a place in South China as Hong Kong, which no doubt
provides important reference material and evidence for certain
historical facts about the Southern Song Dynasty (1127—1279) after
the Northern Song Dynasty (960—1227) removed its capital
southwards (due to the invasion of Jin troops), including that the
Southern Song's little "last emperor", Emperor Bing, gracefully fled
to Hong Kong and eventually was carried by Lu Xiufu, a loyal
official, on his back to commit suicide by jumping into the sea in
Chaozhou's Yamen and died.

More importantly, for a city and its residents, historical and
cultural heritage is a kind of incomparable treasure, and more an
important proof of their cultural deposits and value. In an analogy,
if a rich man cannot tell his family background and origin, others
On the

contrary, if a person could trace back his ancestry, he would

would call him a "parvenu" with a tinge of contempt.

somehow win the good reputation as from an established or
cultured family. Right now, the discovery of the Song Dynasty
relics at the Kai Tak construction site is like giving Hong Kong, a
small place in a corner of South China, a "historical name card" or
"ID card" proving Hong Kong was not a small backward fishing
village to be "developed" by the British 150 years ago, but a
bustling and prosperous place as early as more than 1,000 year ago.
The number of house sites is evidence of inhabitation of groups
of people, the unearthed water well and graves are sufficient to
suggest that the number of inhabitants was no less than several
hundred who had lived there at least for several generations.
Moreover, the unearthed Song Dynasty longquan celadon wares
and fragments show the living standards and cultural level in that
place during the time were not low, and longquan celadon wares
today are treasurable for collectors of Chinese porcelains.

Hence, in view of either historical and relic value or cultural
link, the discovery could be said an "invaluable" one for Hong
Kong and Hong Kong people. With one less railway link, with
one less MTR line, Hong Kong won't be looked down upon by
others. However, archaeological discovery of such a relic site of
the Song—Yuan period will greatly increase Hong Kong's historical
and cultural disposition and "status". If we would destroy a
historical site and cut a cultural link just in order to build a railway
line and station, then probably there is no other term better than
"impossibly stupid" to describe our action.

Therefore, right now, between the preservation of the relic site
and consideration of the construction of the Sha Tin—Central
route, we must form the conception that history is more valuable
than reality and culture is more important than construction.

Such an idea is not to hamper the development of modernization
with some ancient things, as some may say that ancient wells,
houses, bricks and tiles could be dug out everywhere in the
Mainland, but construction of the rail linking Sha Tin to Central

has dragged on for many years and must no longer be delayed.
In fact, there indeed is some conflict between preservation of a
relic site and modern urban construction, given the scarcity of
land. However, in practice, the relic site may not need to be
totally preserved in large area but could be preserved selectively
after excavation and re—organisation.

For instance, the square—shaped well from the Song Dynasty is a
rare relic and must be preserved. Part of the site could be turned
into a museum to keep and exhibit the excavated relics.
Furthermore, the site could be linked up with the nearby Sung
Wong Toi Park to become a hard—to—come—by historical site in
Hong Kong, which could attract domestic and foreign tourists and
serve as extremely vivid on—site history text for young students.
For this purpose, the Sha Tin—Central link project may have to
make some revision and coordination, which should not be hard
to do and should be done.
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Beyond question (idiom) = Not in doubt. ( T"ZE4E * Z
R )

Examples:

1.His personal courage was beyond question.

2.To my mind, Mark Twain was beyond question was a man

ahead of his time.

Parvenu (noun) - A person who has suddenly risen to a
higher social and economic class and has
not yet gained social acceptance by
others in that class. ( Z=3EF )

Examples:

1.This is the kind of trophy house that a parvenu buys to

prove to people, and to himself, that he has indeed arrived.

2.The parvenu invited guests but they all hung off.

Look down up(on) sb/sth (idiom) — To regard somebody
or something with
scorn or disdain;
have contempt for
somebody or something.

(B - i)

Examples:

1.They look down upon all foreigners.

2."A lot of people look down on us because we're homeless,”

she says.

Dig sth out (phrasal verb) - To find; to unearth. ( %
o )

Examples:

1.They dug the contract out of the file cabinet.

2.Many people were dug out after being buried by the

ITandslide.

Drag on (phrasal verb) — To continue for longer than you
want or think is necessary. ( 7
2L )

Examples:

1.Some court cases drag on for years.

2.Negotiation between the two sides dragged on through the

sumimer.
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