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Legco tightening security does no harm
to public participation

The Legislative Council Commission is meeting today to review
security measures.  Yesterday, some 40 pro—establishment
lawmakers jointly signed a letter to Legco President Jasper Tsang
Yok—sing, raising three demands on strengthening security measures
at the Legco headquarters.

Legco is Hong Kong's sole legislative body. The Legco complex
is adjacent to the Central Government Complex at the Tamar site.
In view of either its constitutional functions or its location, the
Legco should be a solemn and serene place not to be wantonly
besieged. However, last Friday, a bunch of protestors forced their
way into the Legco building and occupied the lobby, and even
attempted to storm into the chamber. Police were called in to
restore order. In the incident, five Legco security guards were
injured.

This is the first time the Legco complex is broken in, which
sets off alarm bells for its security. "Occupy Legco" advocated
by radicals from the opposition no longer remains a slogan. They
have declared in no uncertain terms that last Friday's action is a
rehearsal of "Occupy Legco". Once Legoc is "occupied", not only
its meetings have to be cancelled and operation paralysed, but it also
signals the upgrading of unlawful and trouble—making activities by
opposition radicals. And the SAR Government's administration will
face further challenges.

Until now, no demonstrations or protests, however chaotic they
may be, have affected the Legco. Today, this place symbolising the
stronghold of the rule of law in Hong Kong could possibly "fall"
and be occupied at any moment. More seriously, at the same time
when the Legtco is occupied, the government headquarters and
more important institutions and departments would also become
their occupation targets. Such actions are likely to take place
together on the day of "Occupy Central" to push Hong Kong's
social order and public security into an abyss of unprecedented
chaos and even collapse. Therefore, the seriousness and urgency of
last Friday's "Occupy Legco" incident and problems with Legco
security exposed must not be underestimated. In this regard, some
opinions are debatable, and the demarcation of the rule of law must
not be blurred.

No doubt, the Legco is responsible to all citizens and the Legco
complex should not be a heavily locked restricted area inaccessible
to the public. But the problem right now is that the security and
operation of the Legco is under threat, and the trouble makers do
not care about participation but want to be violent, to attack and to
occupy. How can they be mentioned in the same breath
with citizens quietly setting in the Public Gallery?

Taking Last Friday's incident for example, those who violently
pushed open the glass doors and forced their way into the Legco
building, pushed down security guards, confronted police officers
trying to break barricades, and then "occupied" the lobby hand in
hand, are a bunch of radical young people and professional
demonstrators. They are not villagers from New Territories, and
know nothing about the North East New Territories Development
Planning in deliberation. They came just to break in and occupy.
Hence keeping such radicals out of the Legco complex does no
harm at all to citizens' rights to know and to participate in legislative
works.  On the contrary, letting such radicals wantonly "occupy
Legco" to paralyse the legislature really hurts people's interests.

What should be pointed out and given attention is that, as the
Secretary for Justice Rimsky Yuen Kwok—keung pointed out
earlier, "civil disobedience" is bound to involve in violation of the
law, and "Occupy Central" is also bound to violate the law. An
obviously law—breaking action cannot change its nature of violation
of the law just because it claims its purpose is "correct". "Occupy
Central" violates the law, and likewise "Occupy Legco" violates the
law. Relevant articles in the Basic Law stipulate that Legco
members "shall be immune from legal action in respect of their
statements at meetings of the Council"; and "shall not be subjected
to arrest when attending or on their way to a meeting of the
Council." Then, how is it possible that forceful occupation of the

venue where Legco members exercise their legislative duties does
not violate the law and is acceptable? No touching slogans such as
"For True Democracy" or "Peacefully Occupy Central" can change
the fact that "Occupy Legco" violates the law.

As a matter of fact, since Hong Kong's handover, the opposition
has turned the Legco into a place for political antagonism. Long
Hair, Albert Chan Wai—yip, Raymond Chan Chi—chuen and their
ilk throw bananas, filibuster and throw Hell Money, seriously
damaging the dignity of the legislature. Now, the radicals from the
opposition camp further attempt to "Take Over Legco" and
"Occupy Legco", trying to copy the show of Taiwanese students
occupying the Legislative Yuan in Hong Kong. To guard the
Legco and to safeguard the legislature's dignity is, in the first place,
the responsibility of all lawmakers sitting in this solemn chamber.
The Legco must conscientiously strengthen its security measures to
prevent an "Occupy Legco" farce from happening again.
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WORDS AND USAGE

Storm in (to some place) (phrasal verb) — To burst into
some place
angrily.

(fste > T THEN )

Examples: 1. The terrorists stormed into the school and took

dozens of students and their teachers hostage.
2 Tom stormed in, shouting at everyone.

Set off alarm bells (idiom) — To warn of trouble and the
need for action. ( f ZEEE
e » SEERLAE )

Examples:  1.1f you say that something sets off alarm bells,
you mean that people are starting to feel
worried and suspicious.

2 The report about worldwide climate change
should set off alarm bells in every comumunity.

Mention in the same breath (idiom) — If you talk about
two people or
things in the
same breath, you
mention  them

together because

they are similar.
(@ EEruie
Examples: 1.1 do not see how you can talk about poetry
and music i the same breath.
2 They should not be mentioned in the same
breath.

Bound to do sth (idiom) — Certain to do something;
destined to do something.
(W EHE- BHE
Examples: 1. Tom'’s bound to do a good job.
2. We are bound to tell the truth.

Immune (adj.) — Not subject to an obligation imposed on
others; exempt. (#A% » -5
Examples: 1 Journalists, he insisted, must be immune (=

protected) from prosecution.
2. The senior members of the group appeared to be
Imunune from arrest.
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BB R R & B A RGEHIIR (6 H18H ) &
W HARTS BRI - B SIEANME AL E
FILE D AR EERR ( carbon emission ) ©
& ( electricityﬁelectrical power) = FERE (energy) ’
M %% | (electricity generation ) BL/&fFH ML AT FHAIEEIR
AL EEEBE (electrical energy ) o 35 2B AE R U 28 55 AR
(fuels for generating electricity) » BRORHH & Bk & fuel mix
T o
RJF AR B TEINELEIE (coal )  FIBMHBUAEHY 3 T
3L AU fif coal—fueled power plant » Fff % 455 5t /& electricity
generated by coal * il coal electricity © fﬁﬁtﬁﬁK&?ﬁ%}%&
A (petroleum ) BUR A%, (natural gas) {EHAK} o
B~ FHAIR IASR S B Y R T B T AR § 1L
A% (hydrocarbon) » FTLUEMER [{LAMREL | (fossil
fuel) o ALEMRELETAIHARER - THA RS | Bt
e [T o
NAYBRMAKSIFAFE A ST E (hydraulic electricity
generation) » RIFE M FREEIHZE K » F KO & 2= 18 Ee
(potential energy ) R o KITFEE ARG NAELGYR > H
B ESH A A W3 E RBERIR (eco—environment ) 2 ©
BRI =0 (Three Gorges) A E R KRR
AT hydropower station ) o A —LEE R HZEE (nuclear
energy ) ZKEETE o APEETRSEE S HEIEFE SR B TR A B
1BV (nuclear power plant) ° BIfE - — G RLFHT
WETTRBAEEE T (wind power ) FIKFGBE (solar energy )
B o MNMRIGRENE S REZIFAIRETR (clean energy ) *
B2 IR BRI S A - I CE A B EE R -
PR UL YRR BT (electrical/power grid )
REEHE - EEd > BEMNENIKRE (electricity
transmission ) & _f%— * /3 AIHRIRE ST AR A o HEAN
H o FIEAITBAERCE - I REEEEMAF - HHEERK
REGHP o EEHBERTENZ [HBIFESEMAR ]
( China Southern Power Grid (CSG) ) © TRk
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