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Don't call citizens to tolerate such

unreasonable

Chief Secretary for Administration Carrie Lam Cheng
Yuet—ngor yesterday met Heads and representatives of the eight
universities to exchange views on Hong Kong's higher education.

Naturally, the weeklong class boycotts launched by Hong Kong
Federation of Students from September 22 was broached at their
meeting.

The SAR Government doesn't give any "instruction" to vice
chancellors of universities on the student strike. Vice chancellors
of universities hold high status in the system. Safeguarding
academic freedom is also a responsibility of the government.
Therefore, there is no such thing as [the government| "exerting
pressure".

From another perspective, however, heads of universities must
also take up certain responsibilities for students, society and the
government, as they are not just onlookers or "outsiders". The
eight universities in Hong King are all funded by taxpayers'
money, and the sum is very huge. In addition to passing down
knowledge and trainning talents, universities should also give
faculties, students and citizens correct interpretations and
explanations, instead of simply stressing on respecting students'
autonomy and tolerance.

Hong Kong University is the frontrunner of the eight
universities. Two of its former vice chancellors, Professors Cheng
Yiu—chung and Tsui Lap—chee, resigned or refused to renew his
contract due to some unexpected circumstances. In particular,
Vice Chancellor Tsui Lap—chee, who has an internationally
known academic standing and is a modest, self—disciplined
gentleman, felt dispirited and did not want to stay after his name
had been smeared by a minority of students for "fawning on
government bigwigs" just because he received the visiting
Premier. If such evil trend to confuse the right with wrong
continues spreading on university campuses, elite talents Hong
Kong society is to lose will not be limited to one Tsui Lap—chee,
and genuine atmosphere of freedom and democracy cannot be
created.

As a matter of fact, what has prompted the Hong Kong
Federation of Students to launch class boycotts is not freedom or
democracy but a serious political, legal and constitutional issue.
In this regard, there are inviolable "bottom lines" and principles.
Hence this matter cannot be skated over with "tolerance" or
saying that young people have ideals and enthusiasm. This is not
the [right] attitude to dealing with the problem, let alone a
reasonable way.

From ancient to modern times, in fact, when students go out
on strike, there are always some specific themes or demands to
win public support and eventually achieve some goals or effects.
Students will also benefit and grow up along the way. Such
student strikes are positive, meaningful and worthy of support.

Before Hong Kong's handover, during the campaign to strive
for adding Chinese as another official language in the 1960s and
the campaign to safeguard the Daioyu Islands in the 1970s,
university students went out on strikes which were also joined by
some secondary school students. Both the campaign had not only
specific goals but also strong supporting justification and
awe—inspiring righteousness. The Chinese language campaign
not only awoke citizens' national sentiments, but also eventually
successfully forced the British colonial government in Hong Kong
to accept Chinese as an official language. The campaign to
safeguard the Diaoyu Islands aroused a whole generation's sense of
history and patriotism. It was very touching throughout the
campaign.

However, for what purpose is the class boycott campaign
initiated by Hong Kong Federation of Students right now? What
is it to achieve? The answer actually is to oppose the "decision"
on the 2017 election of the Hong Kong SAR's Chief Executive

class boycotts

by universal suffrage made by the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress (NPC) based on the Constitution,
Basic Law and the "one country two systems" principle, to
oppose the election of the Chief Executive by the five million
qualified voters in the way of "one person one vote", to oppose
the greatest democracy hitherto unseen in Hong Kong history.
Isn't it too absurd and laughable?

A few people from the Hong Kong Federation of Students talk
about so—called "screening" and '"shutting the door". They
simply parrot what the opposition and Apple Daily say, not
making any rational judgment of their own through sincerely
studying the Basic Law, understanding the content of "one
country two systems", and understanding changes in Hong Kong
after the handover and the national and international situations
today. So—called "international standard" and "universal values"
are but empty slogans that even they themselves can hardly
As about their demand for the NPC Standing

Committee to apologise to Hong Kong people and to withdraw

explain.

the "decision" on universal suffrage, this is even more unrealistic
nonsense devoid of any merit.

Isn't it too absurd and too much to call society to tolerate and
citizens to support such unreasonable class boycotts, and the
illegal Occupy Central in tow ?

WORDS AND USAGE

E Fawn on sb (phrasal verb) — To praise and flatter someone.
, CRROR > A7) ,
o Examples: 1.1 hate the way our aunts fiwn on us at fanuly
Latherings.
2.1f a pet animal such as a dog fawns on you, It is S
very frzendly towards you and rubs itself against

your.

. Bigwig (noun) - A very important person. ({EEZ N )
E Examples: 1.The Website was desjgned in—house with you S
in mind, not some corporate bigwig.
2 We were mnvited to a lunch with local bigwigs.

. Skate over sth (phrasal verb) — To avoid dealing &
. completely with E
something or to ¢

fail to pay enough E

attention to it. ( #E e

R R

} i) :
o Examples: 1.1 didn'’t understand what the teacher said about
. prepositions, because she only skated over it. :
27 will skate over the things that I am not sure

about.
. Parrot without

(verb) — To  repeat thought or ©

understanding.
(BREE > ABSR)
E Examples: 1.Some of the students were just parroting what E
the teacher sard. >
2. The children were obviously just parroting what
they'd been told.

¢ In tow (idiom) — Closely following. ( R » FREE )
E Examples: 1. The manager went to the meeting with her staff- E
n tow. .
2.8he arrived at the party, with a tall, silver—haired E

man 1 tow.
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