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Don't let the "three clowns" absolve themselves

The "three clowns of Occupy Central" Benny Tai
Yiu—ting, Chan Kin—man and Chu Yiu—ming vyesterday went
to the Central Police Station to turn themselves in, and
along with them were some 60 others including retired cardinal
Joseph Zen Ze—kiun.

It must be pointed out that the surrender of "three
clowns" is but a farce. They have shown no remorse for the
severe damages done to society by Occupy Central in past two
months, but just made a concession in order to gain
advantages— with an attempt to further split up society and
instigate conflicts.  They have not changed even slightly their
minds to resist against China and make trouble in Hong Kong
and to obstruct universal suffrage in accordance with the law.

If, by turning themselves in, the "three clowns" are really
meant, as they said in their so—called Letter to the Hong Kong
People, to "complete the civil disobedience" and "demonstrate
the spirit of commitment", then the first thing they should do
is to calmly face up to the nine criminal offences they have
possibly committed including Riot, Criminal damage, Damaging
government premises, Unlawful assembly, Assault on police
officers, Disorderly conduct in public place, Resisting or
obstructing a public officer or other person lawfully engaged in
a public duty, Obstructing traffic and Instigation. However, on
filling the form of confession, they only ticked "unlawtful
assembly" —the most minor offence with minimal penalty and
carefully avoided all other more serious offences such as
planning and organizing Occupy Central to instigate crimes.
Their attempt to divert attention and shirk their responsibilities
is plain as a pikestaff.

As a matter of fact, not to mention that theirs is a fake
surrender or a "show of surrender", even a genuine surrender
cannot absolve the trio from the blame for launching
Occupy Central to result in incessant violent charges over past
two months. Before they turned themselves in, the "three
clowns" had repeatedly claimed that they were no longer
leaders of the occupation movement and "could not control"
what happened at Admiralty, Causeway Bay and Mong Kok.
No doubt, before the site clearance, in the occupation zones in
Mong Kok, good and bad people mixed up and the situation
nearly went out of control. Nevertheless, loss of control and
spread of violence is utterly due to the open advocate of the
"three clowns" for illegal occupation. Sometime ago, they
already made it clear in their so—called Occupy Central Charter
that participants should be prepared for cracked down and
arrested by the police with force, and they even held rehearsals
for violent resistance.

Therefore, despite the "three clowns" only confessed to the
most minor one out of the nine possible offences, law
enforcement authority and the judiciary won't let them go
scot-free and get away easily. Otherwise, not only would
those participants who have been pepper sprayed or batoned
take it amiss, but citizens and shop owners who have
suffered daily traffic congestion or business losses in past two
months would also not accept it. Either turning themselves in
or being arrested, they must be charged and punished deserved,
so as to let the organisers for unlawful trouble—making activities
pay a price.

What must be further pointed out is that, while the "three
"Godfather

Chee—ying and their ilk must not be let away easily with their

clowns" and of Black Money" Jimmy Lai
criminal responsibilities for instigating unlawful Occupy Central,
we must also not let down our guard on their attempt to
make attacks in retaliation after the defeat of Occupy Central.
Anti—China trouble—makers and the forces behind them won't
be willing to accept their defeat. Instead they will blame the
defeat of Occupy Central on what so—called the Central and

SAR  Governments' "joint—hand suppression"”, on the student

organisations' not listening to their command, or even on other
opposition parties for not supporting them. They definitely
will make a comeback after a while with renewed efforts.

In their so—called Letter to the Hong Kong People before
they turned themselves in, they have announced that at least
they would do four things. One is to take the opportunity of
debates in the courts to advocate "civil disobedience" and "true
democracy"; the second is to solicit more young people to
spontaneously establish online platforms to spread democracy;
the third is to promote "democratic education"; and the fourth
is to unite professional organisations.  They asserted that
"tomorrow's battleground is expansive", and "now is the time
to transform the people's strength into a sustainable civil society
movement***[and] to extend the spirit of the Umbrella
Movement."

"The tree wants to remain still, but the wind won't stop
blowing." The Central and SAR Governments are sincere in
promoting and implementing the 2017 election of the Chief
Executive by universal suffrage in accordance with the law,
citizens all long for "one person one vote" and for safeguarding
prosperity and stability, but the opposition won't give up easily.

Occupy Central is but a start. Trouble—making for Hong
Kong is far from the end. The SAR Government from now
on must further insist on governing in accordance with the
law. All citizens must, as Director Li Fei said in a forum in
Macao yesterday, keep their eyes open, having gone through
the storm of Occupy Central.

WORDS AND USAGE

Turn sb/oneself in (phrasal verb) — To take or report
someone or oneself to the police or other authority.
(5% HE)

Examples: 1.I would feel very nervous about turning in

my neighbors to the police.

2.The hit—and—run driver turned himself in

to the police the day after the accident.
(As) plain as a pikestaff (idiom) —Very obvious; plain
(—H=% - BEmSRE)
Examples: 1.He's not happy here — that's as plain as a

pikestaff.

2.Don't tell me you can't see where you've

and  simple.

painted over the frame and onto the
window, it's as plain as a pikestaff.

Absolve sb from/of sth(phrasal verb) — to prove that
an accused person is innocent of something; to
demonstrate that someone is not responsible for

(B - Bl )

Examples: 1.This will absolve the employer from any

something.

vicarious liability.
2.Bob attempted to absolve himself of the
crime.

Get off/go scot-free(idiom)— To go unpunished; to be
acquitted of a crime. ("Scot" here is an old word
meaning "tax" or "tax burden.") ( BEZEE] 0 HEE

o)

Examples: 1.The thief went scot—free.

2.Jane cheated on the test and got caught,
but she got off scot—free.
Take sth amiss(idiom) — To understand something as
(BT S - RS )

Examples: 1.Please don't take amiss what I am going to

wrong or insulting.

say to you.
2.Would you take it amiss if I told you I
thought you look lovely?
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