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$34 billion—worth "sweets"

Yesterday was the 7th day of the first month on the Lunar
Calendar, known as the Human Day. Financial Secretary John
Tsang Chun—wah picked out that day to unveil a new draft
Budget. Last financial year's fiscal surplus has reached more than
$63 billion, which makes it possible for the government to "give
away sweets", i.e. launch relief measures worth over $34 billion.
Everyone felt happy on that universal "birthday".

The relief measures could be said to benefit all sectors, but the
middle class may benefit the most. This has changed the adopted
practice in past years that relief measures were inclined to help
the grass-roots.

because of two factors. One is that the middle class has long been

It is believed that such a change is made

complaining that they have paid more taxes but enjoyed less
welfare. The second is that last year's political incident and the
current pursuit of the political reform both highlight the role of
the middle class as the mainstay in stabilizing the overall
situation. So it becomes self—evident that the government has to
listen more closely to the voice of the middle class, and to better
take care of their needs.

In view of the government's financial management, "giving away
sweets" seems to have become a "must" in every year's budget.
And people won't accept it if there is no "sweets" offered. Is this
on earth a good thing or a bad thing? And on what a ground or
ideal is this based? This needs to be further clarified. On this,
John Tsang mentions in this latest Budget: In view of the
challenging international ~macroeconomic  environment, the
unstable economic factors, the need to boost the local economy in
the short term, and the government's relatively sound fiscal
position in the short to medium term, a series of one—off relief
measures are launched according to the principle of committing
resources as and when justified and needed.

The move to "give away sweets" in recent years has been
popularly welcomed and attracted wide attention. This shows it is
not a pointless move to arbitrarily "give away sweets", but to meet
real needs. Many citizens and families indeed could have some
extra money, after receiving the "sweets", to do some things they
wanted to do but were unable to do, such as improving conditions
for their children to study at home or participating in more
parent—child activities. As such, this could help promote family
harmony and social harmony in addition to boosting consumption
and the economy. Hence it's certainly worth it to give away
such "sweets".

On the other hand, however, "giving away sweets" each year
That is,

people may easily get the impression that all these "sweets" are

may have some side effect or even an adverse effect.

what the government spends on people's livelihood, so that they
feel happy if more "sweets" are given, and complain if less given.
The media also focus on "giving away sweets" in all their reports,
overlooking or ignoring the basic public expenditure and spending
on social construction.

As a matter of fact, in the draft 2015/16 DBudget, the
government's recurrent expenditure on public construction reaches
$440 billion, of which recurrent expenditure in the three major
livelihood—related policy areas are: $79.3 billion for education,
$70.6 billion for health, and $67.7 billion for social welfare. And
$76.1 billion will be spent for infrastructure, $64.7 billion for
community and external aftairs, and $41.6 billion for security. Not
only are these figures very huge, but they also steadily increase.
Compared with the last financial year, recurrent expenditure for
With  the

population aging, expenditure for health and social welfare is

the coming fiscal year will increase by 6 per cent.

expected to grow more rapidly in future. We must give attention

to this when we hope there are "sweets" to be given every year
and the sweets" would become bigger and bigger".

More importantly, either for one—oft "sweets" or for regular
recurrent expenditure, a precondition is to keep the economy
grow stably. Otherwise, could it really be it that John Tsang were
the "God of Fortune" coming down from Heaven? In both the
Introduction and Concluding Remarks of his new draft Budget,
John Tsang expresses his worries about frequent political
antagonism in Hong Kong society in the past year and are present,
about the damages on the economy and people's livelihood caused
by the illegal Occupy movement, and about the non—stop
filibustering activity at the Legislative Council (Legco). He is
concerned that if things go on like this, with the established system
and common values being charged again and again and time
wasted, Hong Kong's economic will be bogged down. As such,
besides giving away "economic sweets", our "God of Fortune" has
also given us the "human—heart sweets" for maintaining rational,
harmonious, tolerant and practical, in hopes that people could

share the "tastes" and appreciate his good intention.

26 February 2015

E Pick out (phrasal verb) - To choose; to select.

3 (ke - 3% )

E Examples: 1.1 picked one of the new prsesnts out for
3 Santa Claus this year.

. 2. have been picked out to represent the
E whole team.

. Be inclined to do sth, be inclined to/towards sth

E (phrasal verb) — Be favourably disposed towards or willing
b to do something. (feagfs - fHIEE )

s Examples: 1.1 would not, if I were you, be inclined to
< discuss private business with the landlady.

E 2. He was inclined to a belief in orjginal sin.

E Mainstay (phrase) — The most important part of
: something, providing support
E for everything else.

3 (A - Hpofihlht - HRER )

o Examples: 1.Fish is a mainstay of their diet.

E 2 Afier the father s death the son became the
3 mainstay of the family

S (It's well) worth it (idiom) — It is rewarding despite the
3 difficulties involved; it is
s useful or important.

: (f9)

o Examples: 1.1f you want to have a good time traveling,
E it well worth 1t to spend time reading
o guidebooks before you go.

: 2.0t was a long climb up the hill, but the view
E from the top was worth It.

. Bog down (phrasal verb) - To become stuck; to be
E unable to progress.

3 (R - f515)

o Examples: 1. Their research bogged down because they
S lacked the laboratory expertise.

K 2. The attack would bog down sooner or /later.
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