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Patriotism, pragmatism and "iron—fistedness": the
invaluable treasure left to the world by Lee Kuan Yew (Part )

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew, former prime minister of Singapore, died
yesterday (23 March) morning at the age of 91 in Singapore
General Hospital.

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew was admitted to the hospital for
pneumonia in early February. Also because of his seniority, a
message about his being in critical condition had already been
making the rounds lately. Still the announcement of his
passing away yesterday was shocking, sorrowful and mournful.
With the great man ceasing to think, the Singaporean people have
lost their most beloved "founding father", and the world has also
forever lost a statesman and strategist with extraordinary insight,
courage, inspiration and experience.

Upon Mr. Lee's passing away, Chinese leaders instantly sent
their condolences, and other world leaders also paid homage.
In a condolence message sent to Singapore President Tony
Tan Keng Yam, Chinese President Xi Jinping praised Mr. Lee
Kuan Yew as "an old friend of the Chinese people", and "the
founder, pioneer and promoter of China—Singapore relations."

Chief Executive of Hong Kong SAR Leung Chun—vying
yesterday went to the Singapore Consulate General in Admiralty to
pay tribute, bowing to Mr. Lee's photo framed in black and
signing the condolence book. In a message of sympathy sent to
Prime Minister of Singapore, Mr. Lee Hsien Loong, the Chief
Executive said that "Singapore and Hong Kong have long been
partners for each other in the pursuit of excellence and we
continue to look to Singapore as a close friend".*+* Mr. Lee Kuan
Yew's "legacy of how to build a thriving, proud, diverse and
dynamic country will live on for generations, not just in Singapore
or Asia, but the world over."

Mr. Lee's greatest achievement and contribution in his
lifetime, needless to say, lay in that he had built up from zero an
independent, prosperous and modern Singapore. Hong Kong
people who have visited Singapore all appreciate it that the city
state is clean and its people are proficient in English. And
Singapore's "public housing policy", under which the majority of
the residential housing estates are publicly developed and governed
with long—term mortgage loans provided to buyers, has enabled all
wage—earners to own their homes and made them work hard to
pay their mortgage loans. There are always some Hong Kong
residents who prefer to migrate to live in Singapore or go there to
work. They may not be so accustomed to the stricter laws and
regulations there, but are still attracted by the comfortable, tranquil
and orderly living environment.

Now since the wise man passed away, his merits and demerits
can be judged. No matter how Mr. Lee Kuan Yew's merits and
demerits will be evaluated, no matter whether and how he will be
praised or criticised, his lifetime achievements have three
distinguished features that can be learned by later generations and
worthy to be sincerely studied and remembered by all, especially
by those in government. These are: patriotism, pragmatism and
"iron—fistedness".

Mr. Lee Kuan Yew loved his country throughout his whole
life. He loved this piece of land called Singapore and the people
living on it. He loved the Singaporean culture, a unique
accommodation and incorporation of Eastern and Western cultures
with a root in the long—standing Chinese culture. That Singapore
can have made its achievement today with its prompt rise to
become one of the "Four Asian Dragons" in 1970s, many people
attribute this to Mr. Lee Kuan Yew's Western cultural
background and his pro—West line. Such a view is at best just a
half—truth.

As a matter of fact, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew set a most successful
example of how to make foreign things to serve Singapore and to
establish Singaporean learning as the fundamentals while making

Western learning for practical uses. For him, all Western things,
economic, legal or cultural, were just means to be used for
building his country called Singapore. His real ideal and goal was
to build an independent, thriving and strong country with its
people having strong senses of belonging and responsibility and
taking pride in being Singaporean. In the process of building up
and developing the country, Mr. Lee Kuan Yew had never
forgotten this and never forgotten to appeal for patriotism. (To be
continued)
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WORDS AND USAGE

Make the rounds (idiom) — To be passed from person.
(JiLfE )

Examples: 1. That story has made the rounds in our office.

2. The rumour making the rounds in Washington
s that the ambassador will be leaving.

Pay homage (to sb) (idiom) — To show your respect for
someone, especially by
praising them in public.
(- TR

Examples: 1.1n his speech, he pard homage to Washington

and Jefferson.
2. Fans pard homage to the actress who dred
yesterday.

Pay tribute (to sb/sth) (idiom) — To praise someone or

something.
I
)
Examples: 1. We will have a reception to pay tribute to the

work of the commuttee.

fought the blaze.
Proficient (adj.) — Skilled and experienced, good at doing
something.
(Aot - Fam )
Examples: 1.She is proficient in two forejgn languages.
2.He has become very proficient at computer
Programining.

Attribute sth to sb/sth (phrasal verb) — To say or
think that
something is
the result or
work of
something or
someone else.

(8---FRHA]
B/}\. o0 9 E?L‘Z
LAY )
Examples: 1. The doctors have attributed the cause of the
lness to an unknown virus.
2 The company attributed its decline to some bad

.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
3 2 The munister paid tribute to the men who had
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
.
. .
. mvestnents.
.
.

K = i
BAXEIKEZH
SR > AR —SeflEE (AR | RBGE S T REE TR
[oOKEE | IS MUEREEEERT A » WEAE -
K& THEERS [T TE - [17H] {HER8HE
RFERE (authorized dealer) HEIRE T, » T2 Edealer
goods * H[lgoods imported through an authorized dealer ©
— [17E ] "HiBa dealer producte —f [/KE | 2
parallel import ° % 8 Eumgﬁparaﬂel imports © Parallel 2
e BB [T o Blh [KRE ) FIEREE [F
THEOES | AFERAEmME (176 —# [T
EORNES - KEETERPEME (counterfeit
goods) ° ERKEREIFFEME OGN - QLT kb
ME o AKEREA TAEEE—ERE - EE— Rl TEE
H EHBRZITEMREBEOWERZRE (after—sle
services ) ©

K E B G EEE M AR IE B AR EIR AR
B FTLACE RS [IREE | (grey goods) » 7K
B XAER [IREH% ] (grey market) © KEZZGZ
parallel trading * 7KE4E Fy it S parallel trader © FFHEAFT
B [kER ] HELZEWKEABRKNA - EUM
parallel import carrier ©

HHEEE B BRTAEEYIEE (cigarettes )
FIELSAAIHY (baby formula ) 44 FEK 2 8 &S 7 B A
HEH O o FEDMEGIRGIRER S o FTAAEER 2
R FKBEREGRIGHENMTT - HiE [ KREZE

(capital of parallel trading) ° THTH _FFF% B BERE
FIFERE A AR BERNTE TGRS - B — Mg RIAmE
HIRITEERKE » (R #EE - QIEFEIL LR [KE
%] 0 REBtEEdEA -

A » FEEHEROKE ~ ROKEE » 1A ? Hikg
PGt e (society with the rule of law ) * —UJEKEE
Ho [K] WH - Fikth o FHE 27 ME T % 2 H U

(outlaw ) KEFIKER ? MBI » T asHL G HRE
B [FEdE] o DIRZS

MR % 7

AEHEIEHAN

fasE# - BEEEEET - BfERAREEEKEE
B SERNEAZFRREFRIRGE - T AGEIEHE - iR
MEME—HER TR A ERBE AR - HIEANE
RS 0 ER [TEFRE R EERSHE | MR A
HERRMETCER » HUURE R RS BABBHRR
B [REE ] ZTAmEEEHE - AEREANER
RS » BRI PIBRE A FER R o

FERABNEZIEKR 78— HHREENEE
FrATE > BRTIER R AR IIBGER - ER SRR R
HIAA BEESEENES SN - HECREAEE - &
HLEPBIEERE (TRETEE) - RATEERETE
RAREHSHE - BOHIOR R SRR ~ Hi =
R ETe B RER R e R B E 2 - ERR
@ik o

T > FFEH B20126548 - TR ST B A RS
RE [BLE ]| KTAREEERE - EHEER > &
TS SRR BRI TS AE BT sVE AR - BURAC
HITHRERHE - B REAT AR IR AT DA B Lt B
B RRIE T P ASEESHM T RERT - ARREE TR
P o BARBRAAER - KAER AT RET Al ? 3R - 40
LA REEEE T2 (R AR 2

B ETILRARETERME - B REIRA
B TR ENBE MR < SER AR AR —

MEAERABRBAGR | - ERERE o EGERARARTR

FEE - BAE] DIsE % A R RS R AR - AR T
&5 B EAFERIE - JE > FRSEZE&E T
& LHRE ? =pgid

ﬂﬂ?"hﬁ’ﬁ 7

fein REEPAIEEE |

[PRRERRUBES | B—(EE s \FenEs - €
TMEEARGHRE N LA - ERMAMHEALTE - 42
HRAERDBRERNT - TIEABEIK (BT REETar
WEM EAERR - AR BEEREA LR ESE

[EATT ] WG - B2 TIEASIBRARHRE - RFHES [

THHEEEE o

| BRRRRE R HERETE o MEIERRY
DEREIARER - (HARERSRIIBAEIR - HEREE
WRARER—EEIREVES © [{RIF - BECindyH !
ORI I 2 | ZRMh T — Bk - BB S T
EANR » ZBBM—— baT B RRERAT -
FERRIGERET - A& —EER M AT RORE - 205
REZES - ARG RE—EEEE - BRERERE
YEIEE o FE MRS BRT AR - FALRVE S G B GE R o
RETE AEGBHMRAERZ  SIRERESEER
B o

HelRse s - AR EIVING =& - BRI 2
—RFEF|Cindy » #EE KIGIRS - GRS RERMAEF
15 I LR I R o FRIZEIDERR - EE B iR
A MR T BRI o TR R Al E A
HONE > SRS PGERRIERET - BB EE - HIRRPVER
BE - EETERT  BEREIHERY] -

CindyZ3 = T HCHJHER » N Ei ) KRR A
£ TR T B o MR AR - HEEE B
IR - BRI TR e 2 — i » =T
MO PR 5 ~ ERE BT RIRERS - R BB RTHE
GREER R — =T RZR - EIRRE ek ]
BBHEK TRHTTENE - BT o

RO E B EAY LRER B IME RIS SRR - (L8
SRR A\ AR - BAR DA T MR IR AL -
THOIERLEER G ER R EF T % ERBIGEMEE
BYSEIRRGE S - B InfTbee2 Sia g - e
B4k - NERUET ISR - FREEIH O EEE
e Bt Z B IUNG

EAHESRRIELE BHEE

L 4

*e o

v e o



