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Occupiers of Tim Mei Avenue enjoy
extraterritoriality:

Since the start of the illegal Occupy movement last September, a
large number of tents have been erected by "occupiers" on the open
space and a section of pedestrian walk along Tim Mei Avenue,
opposite to the Central Government Offices and the Legislative
Council (Legco) compound. Over half a year has passed already
since the Occupy movement came to an end, these tents have not
been removed but more and more have been erected, seriously
obstructing the passages to the buildings and the pedestrian walk.
The scene is so chaotic that it is really disgusting.

What is more serious is that, at this crucial moment when the
political reform package is about to be handed over to the Legco for
voting next month, radical opposition and violence elements have
already spread the word that they would then mobilise 100,000
supporters to besiege the Legco compound and launch another
Occupy movement. For this, the growing number of tents and
wooden huts recently built in the area are seen as a preparation. In
other words, this "occupied zone" later will become the "command
centre" for further moves to resist against China, make trouble in
Hong Kong and obstruct universal suffrage in accordance with the
law, and thus also become a "gunpowder magazine" for illegal
charges and violent conflicts, provoking serious consequences.

In regard to this, pro—establishment lawmakers and personages
from various sectors have sternly asked relevant government
authorities to face up to the problem, deal with it in accordance
with the law and resolutely enforce the law to promptly remove all
illegal erections by the road so as to protect the buildings' safety and
pedestrians' rights and stop those "road bandits" from continuing
doing what they want to do harm to society.

As a matter of fact, such an "extraordinary sight" of occupying a
road cannot be possibly tolerated in any society with the rule of
law. According to incomplete statistics, the number of colourful
plastic tents erected along Tim Mei Avenue so far is more than 100.
In addition, there are some wooden huts recently built there. As
such, it looks as if the area has become "home" to the occupiers.
They move to live in there whenever they feel like it, they move in
whatever things they want to move in, and post up whatever
posters they want to post. Furthermore, no one can clearly tell
what organisations these people belong to, how many members
these orgnisations have, and what there are inside those tents'* It
seems as if the whole "occupied zone" were an extraterritorial place
not to be touched by the SAR's public security and laws, just short
of putting up the "Pedestrians and Dogs not Admitted" caution
board!

But in reality, Hong Kong is a place with the rule of law.
Relevant government departments have specific laws and regulations
governing illegal construction works, illegal occupying public places
and hawking on streets. Law enforcement in this regard is quite
strict.  In a private property, an attached flower shelf or
clothes—drying rack or an enclosed balcony that is not specified in
the construction plan is illegal. Construction authority could at any
time order the owner to dismantle it within a given period of time
or file a lawsuit against the owner. Not to mention others, Henry
Tang Ying Yen who ran for the Chief Executive (CE) election in
2012 had failed miserably because his home was exposed to have
illegal construction works.

Similarly, incumbent CE Leung Chun—ying also has had a bitter
lesson, being "hunted down"™ by the opposition till today for
having built a flower shed in the garden of his house. But now,
right under Leung Chun-ying's nose, a large number of tents,
wooden huts, storehouses and even flower stands and flower shelves
have been wantonly erected on the pedestrian walk opposite to the
Central Government Offices and Legco compound. We should like
to know, what rules do the law enforcement departments follow in
their law enforcement? Where is the spirit of the rule of law that
laws must be strictly observed?

For this, some "occupiers" have argued that the tents are erected
in a public place instead of in a private property, that they have no
personal gains, and so on and so forth. These are total nonsense. A

pedestrian walk surely is a public place. It is because it is a public
place that all citizens are entitle to use it. How come the occupiers
could take it for their own use, making it inconvenient for officials,
lawmakers and civil servants working in the two buildings to come
in and go out of the buildings. Citizens having to go into the two
buildings to handle some affairs have to pass by the occupied zone
and be careful, or they may be harassed or even attacked by the
occupiers. We should like to ask, to what extent are citizens'
freedom of movement and personal safety are protected?

In fact, it was on yesterday when a group of citizens discontent
with the evil deed of the "road bandits" went to Tim Mei Avenue
to "challenge" them and hand over a petition letter to the police,
demanding the police to clear the site immediately. They ran into
violent conflicts with the occupiers. Lawmakers are the direct users
of the concerned road, who have sternly demanded the police to
enforce the law and not to turn a blind eye on the illegal
occupation of road in a disguised form to tolerate the evil deed.
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Face up to sth/sb (phrasal verb) —

To confront with courage something
or someone representing a threat or
unpleasantness. ( FFEEE > IEM )
Examples: 1. You must face up to the authonties if you have
done something wrong.
2 Eventually he faced up to his money problems.

Short of sth (idiom) — without resorting to something.
(BR--- 254 =)
Examples: 1. There must be some punishment you can give
him shore of expelling him from school.
2.Short of yelling, I had no other way of getting lhis
attention.

Hunt down sb/sth (phrasal verb) — To pursue, track and
catch someone or
something; search for
something or someone.

(BHEZE - B © B8

Examples: 1. The panther hunted down the deer.

2 The police hunted the kidnappers down.

(Right) under your (very) nose (idiom) —
in a place that you can clearly see.
(12 HIRKET » &%)
Examples: 1.1 thought I'd lost my purse, but it was sitting on
the table under my very nose.
2 How did Mary fail to see the book? It was right
under her nose.
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