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Giving up antagonism and cherishing
the Shenzhen trip

During a question—and—answer session in Legislative Council
(Legco) yesterday, Chief Executive Leung Chun—ying once and
again earnestly and patiently urged the opposition lawmakers to
cherish the opportunity of face—to—face exchange of views with
Central Government officials this time and all go to Shenzhen to
participate in the meeting on Sunday.

At present, CE Leung Chun—ying and vast majority of citizens
both have high aspiration for the opposition lawmakers' trip to
Shenzhen.  The trip provides an opportunity, but more
importantly they hope it could effectively change the opposition
lawmakers' decision on which voting button they should press on
17 June.

Will the good—intentioned wish of the CE and citizens be
fulfilled or denied? It seems not optimistic given the current
circumstances. At yesterday's Q&A session, opposition lawmaker
Raymond Chan Chi—chuen still stubbornly insisted on
replacing "corporate votes" by "individual votes" and introducing
the "blank ballot mechanism" [in the 2017 CE election]. And he
asked, what was the purpose of traveling to Shenzhen, since
Zhang Rongshun, Vice Chairman of the Basic Law Committee
under the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress
(NPC), had earlier already publically ruled out such possibilities?
And what room was left for discussion?

Indeed, at such a crucial moment with less than 20 days left
before the proposed method for the 2017 CE election by
universal suffrage is handed over to the Legco for deliberation, if
all opposition lawmakers are like Raymond Chan, obstinately
clinging on to "blank votes" and "individual votes", and even
want to change the composition of the Nominating Committee
and voting method and to overthrow the August 31 Decision by
the NPC Standing Committee, then there is really nothing to be
discussed about at the Shenzhen meeting. But neither the
Central Government nor the SAR Government is to be blamed
for such an "end of discussion". The Central Government still
send three senior officials down to Shenzhen to exchange views
even at the last moment, so it does not let down the
opposition. The SAR Government has also spent much effort to
fix up this meeting, whose sincerity is beyond the shadow of a
doubt. What is left to be questioned or reflected upon is but the
opposition lawmakers themselves. What mentality or aim do you
hold for making this trip to Shenzhen? Are you going to listen
sincerely, rethink things over again and make a new start, or do
the very opposite and go on "banding together" to ultimately
become a dead loss?

As a matter of fact, the opposition right now has fallen into the
most severe crisis since Hong Kong's handover. What they are
doing is not throwing bananas at a Legco meeting, not hurling
abuses at officials and the CE, not bickering or filibustering, but is
to destroy a common dream of five million people never seen
before in Hong Kong's history: the election of CE by universal
suffrage. Such a burden is really too heavy for whoever wants to
be called the opposition!

Right now, although the opposition still blusters and swaggers
boldly to "stand firm" on vetoing the political reform proposal, in
reality it already becomes like a deflated rubber ball. The Central
Government insists on following the law to pursue universal
suffrage, the NPC Standing Committee's August 31 Decision is
not to be altered under any circumstances, and the supportive rate
for the proposal in the mainstream public opinion is over 60%.
So what room left for the opposition to manoeuvre? Can they
look for other legal grounds outside the national constitution and
Basic Law? Can the August 31 Decision be passed by to make
another decision? Can the over 60% supportive rate in public
opinion be overlooked? Ahead of their trip to Shenzhen, the
opposition lawmakers must be feeling miserable as if standing on
the brink of an abyss.

As an old saying has it that "[One single slip brings eternal
regret, and] when looking back your whole life has already passed
away." What the opposition must face now is neither the

Shenzhen trip nor the voting next month, but the serious
consequences after pressing down the red "Against" button.
Once they veto universal suffrage, on what ground could they
still boast about being "people's representatives"? On what
ground could they still claim they strive for democracy for Hong
Kong people? Once universal suffrage is vetoed, what is the
future for Hong Kong's democratic development? By then, even
if Alan Leong Kah—ki, "Long Hair" and their ilk could still have
a chance to sit in the Legco, they themselves should feel unable
to hold their head up high even if others do not laugh at them.

About the Sunday trip to Shenzhen, CE Leung Chun—ying
yesterday put it bluntly that the SAR Government needed to
make preparations to deal with the aftermath once the political
reform package was vetoed. The SAR had put in too much
energy and time into it, and Hong Kong could no longer bear to
lose more or afford endless antagonism as our society could no
longer afford paying the price for endless political antagonism.

What the 27 opposition lawmakers are facing now and will face
in future may be a most difficult and passive situation or a totally
opposite one. Success or failure, gain or loss, honour or shame,
all depends on their upcoming Shenzhen trip and their "historical
pressing" on the voting button later.
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WORDS AND USAGE

Insist on doing sth (phrasal verb) —
To keep doing something,
even if it annoys other
people, or people think it
is not good for you.
(ERRF M- —E B )
Examples: 1. If you want to 1nsist on doing something, should
do it every day.
2. I don't know why you insist on talking about it.
Cling (on) to sth (phrasal verb) — To hold on tight to
something; to try very
hard to keep something.
(BRERS-- - BRRFHE---)
Examples: 1. He clung on to power for another 10 years.
2. Her immugrant parents clung to the old ways.

. Let sb down (phrasal verb) —
E failing to do what you agreed

To disappoint someone by

to do or were expected to do.
(&~ HPEREAN)
Examples: 1. You will be there tomorrow — you won't let me
down, will you?
2. When I was sent to prison, [ really felt I had let
my parents down.
Fix sth up (phrasal verb) — To arrange for something to
happen. CZHE - ¥4
Examples: 1. Perhaps we can fix up a meeting for next week.
2. I went to the bank yesterday to fix up a loan.
Hold one's head (up) high (idiom) — To be confident of the
respect of other people;
to be very confident
and proud.
(A > BfEHEE)
Examples: 1. If you know that you have done your best, you
can hold your head high.
2. [ am so embarrassed. [ will never be able to hold
my head up high again.
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