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Opportunity for economic development and improvement of
people's livelihood mustn't be missed again

The Preparatory Committee of Hong Kong Compatriots for the
Celebration of the 66th Anniversary of the Founding of the People's
Republic of China (PRC) yesterday held a meeting. Director
Zhang Xiaoming of the Central Government Liaison Office in the
Hong Kong SAR (CGLO) delivered a speech at the meeting, in
which he briefed the committee about the country's current policy
principles and achievements in development, and also put forward
his opinion about "shelving political antagonism to focus on the
economy and people's livelihood" for the post—political—reform
SAR.

In his speech, Zhang Xiaoming mentioned two "losses [of
opportunities|."

The first "loss" is the loss of the opportunity for the 2017
election of the Chief Executive (CE) by universal suffrage. Zhang
Xiaoming pointed out that because of the opposition lawmakers
"banding together" against it, the proposal for the political reform
failed to pass the Legislative Council (Legco). This result ran against
the mainstream public opinion in Hong Kong society and was
something the central government was unwilling to witness, and for
this, those lawmakers who voted down the proposal bore
unshirkable historic responsibility.

This first loss of opportunity is serious in nature and causes
enormous losses. "Opportunity knocks only once." Now it
remains unknown when Hong Kong society could restart the
political reform, which seems to be far in the indefinite future. A
lost opportunity can never be retrieved. What is the most
important right now is to boost morale and move on, rather than to
let pessimism, disappointment and antagonist sentiments continue
spreading. Otherwise, Hong Kong society will continue sinking
into endless antagonism and splitting, unable to concentrate on some
other matters. Then the losses would become even more enormous.

In this regard, Zhang Xiaoming talked about the second "loss of
opportunity" in his speech. Director Zhang pointed out: In order
to maintain Hong Kong's status as an international financial, trade
and shipping hub, in order to maintain Hong Kong's international
competitiveness and advantages, and for the sake of the welfare of
all Hong Kong people and their next generations, Hong Kong really
should no longer waste energy where it should not be wasted and
should not again miss the good opportunity for development amid
endless antagonism. The whole of society should be of one
mind to support the SAR Government shifting its focus of
governance onto economic development and improvement of
people's livelihood, so as to promote social harmony, map out
Hong Kong's new strategy for economic development, solve
outstanding problems in society such as the housing problem and
difficulties for young people to start their businesses and careers, and
handle more concrete affairs in a down—to—earth manner.

To achieve this aim, Zhang Xiaoming said CGLO was willing to
do whatever it could from now on for the SAR Government and
various sectors in Hong Kong society to help promote the exchange
and cooperation between Hong Kong and the Mainland and expand
development opportunities for Hong Kong society.

Moreover, to appeal for the push the whole society to
concentrate on economic development, Zhang Xiaomng even rarely
made a "special" promise: "From today on, I'll voluntarily shut up"
on the issue of political reform, because too much had been said
before and what should be said had already been said.

As a matter of fact, when the controversy over political reform
came to a conclusion, CE Leung Chun—ying had immediately
announced publicly: the SAR Government's governance would be
back on the right track and concentrate on economic development
and improvement of people's livelihood, and hoped all parties to
stop political antagonism and jointly concentrate on properly
handling concrete affairs for Hong Kong society. And no sooner he
had said than he started to act by inviting opposition lawmakers for
meetings to discuss economic and people's livelihood issues. Now
Director Zhang Xiaoming made the same appeal. Moreover, he
advised and took the lead to "voluntarily shut up" on the political
reform, let alone to argue about it.

Leung Chun—ying and Zhang Xiaoming's talks have found a

responsive echo in society. People indeed feel and think alike on
this matter. The antagonism over political reform lasted for 20
months. The opposition "banding together" against the August 31
Decision by the Standing Committee of the National People's
Congress (NPC) and insisting on having "nomination by petition"
that violates the Basic Law had turned such a great logical,
reasonable, constitutional and legal matter of advancing political
reform to achieve universal suffrage into a fierce political antagonism
and confrontation. Hong Kong citizens had not only felt utterly
helpless but also become increasingly disturbed and puzzled. Now
that the political reform proposal has been strangled by the
opposition lawmakers, the SAR and Central Government both
appeal for Hong Kong society to put aside antagonism and grab
opportunities for economic development and improvement of
people's livelihood. This exactly is for Hong Kong people's
common interests and spells out their common aspiration. Hong
Kong society must make sure the second "loss of opportunity won't
happen, so as not to miss the opportunity for economic
development and improvement of people's livelihood after missing
the good opportunity for implementing universal suffrage.

30 June 2015

WORDS AND USAGE

Brief sb about/on sth (phrasal verb) — To tell someone a
summary with the essential details about something. ([ageeee-- fi§
B AL - )

Examples: 1.We need to brief the president about the latest
event. 2.We had already been briefed on what the job would
entail.

Opportunity knocks but/only once (proverb) —
You will only have one chance to do
something important or profitable.
("Opportunity knocks" is meat that
someone's chance to do something
important is here right now.)
(BEERE—R > BAAL)
Examples: 1. Opportunity knocks but once, so we must make
the most of 1t.
2. Opportunity knocks only once. You never know
1f youll get another opportunity.

(Be) of one mind (about sb/sth) (idiom) —
If two or more people are of one mind,
they agree with each other about something.
Bt - ET—i0)
Examples: 1.Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather,
be of one mund, united in thought and purpose.
2 You will have to attend one of the state
universities. Your father and [ are of one mund
about this.

Map sth out(phrasal verb) — To decide in detail how
something will be done.
(e > Ed#l)
Examples: 1.She is mapping out lesson plans for teachers who
work with below—average readers.
2. When we mapped it out before we began this
project, we thought we would be finished by
now.

Put sth aside (phrasal verb) — If you put a disagreement or
problem aside, you ignore it
temporarily so that it does not
prevent you doing what you
want to do. ({EE » #MiEH)

Examples: 1.Let’s pur our differences aside and make a fresh

start. Can we put that question aside for now,
and come back to it later?
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