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While alarm bells already begin ringing about the
arrival of a "cold winter" for Hong Kong's tourism, retail
w and catering industries, a few "localist" radicals still have the
impudence to launch again a "Reclaim Hong Kong" protest

in Sheung Shui yesterday to harass Mainland tourists and local
shops.  Such evildoing of "driving customers away" undoubtedly will

make things worse for Hong Kong's tourism that is already in a difficult
situation. This is really outrageous.

Shops affected yesterday include pharmacies, jewelries, chain stores and
garments. Owners of these shops complained that since the "anti—parallel
trading" protests started, it had become increasingly difficult for them to do
business so that their business turnovers had kept dropping. Among others,
incomes of salespersons in jewelry shops are mainly from theirs sales
commissions, which however have dropped considerably as fewer and fewer
individual Mainland tourists have come to Hong Kong since last year's
Occupy movement. If the situation goes on like this for long, jewelry shops
may have to lay off employees or even close down, who then would be
put into a jobless predicament.

As a matter of fact, the sad cry by the tourism, retail and catering
industries about the arrival of a "cold winter" or even a "freezing winter" is
by no means an exaggeration. The recession of tourism will cause chain
reactions, the most "fatal" of which is the upsurge in unemployment. Once
unemployment rate keeps going up, there can hardly be stability in society.
In today's Hong Kong society, workers employed in tourism, retail and
catering industries total over 600,000. A considerable number of these
workers are low—education, low—tech and low—income people. So once
their current "rice bowls" are broken, they can hardly be all absorbed by
other industries that are still in good shape and able to provide job
vacancies. Then grievance and antagonism in society inevitably will grow to
cause social disability. Another Occupy movement may take place. And all
social sectors will be affected.

Therefore, the SAR Government and whole society must pay sufficient
attention to the current predicament facing tourism, retail and catering
industries. Sentimentally speaking, "anti—parallel trading" protests are the
"chief culprit" that makes Mainland visitors hesitate to come to Hong Kong.
Such evildoing of wanton assaults must no longer be allowed to go on and
spread. What arouses wide concern is that trouble makers arrested in past
"anti—parallel trading" protests have mostly been given a fine or community
service order as punishment. Their leader surnames Wong, who again took
the lead to "drive customers away" in Sheung Shui yesterday, has been
arrested more than once but given light sentences, so he remains as arrogant
and aggressive as before.  Citizens respect Hong Kong's judicial
independence and court rulings, but they also generally think heavier
punishments must be given to those trouble makers who totally ignore the
rule of law and social order to wantonly harass and harm others, so as to
warn others against following their examples.

From a positive perspective, it is even more necessary and urgent to
rebuild the "hospitable capital" image of Hong Kong as a tourist city. In
this regard, Vincent Fang Kang, Legislative Council (Legco) member
representing the Wholesale and Retail functional constituency, earlier
suggested the government to consider lifting restriction on export of
powdered formula for babies, and the Chief Executive to make an apology
to Mainland people for the impolite behaviour of a small number of Hong
Kong people. In response, the SAR Government said the restriction on
export of powdered formula is not "tourism—concerned behaviour", and it
still needs to be imposed.

In regard to lawmaker Vincent Fang's suggestion, the SAR Government
surely need to take the overall situation into consideration. But it does no
harm for it to listen to voices of the concerned industries for reference. The
restriction on export of baby formula indeed has nothing to do with tourism,

Trouble makers are so impudent as to add frost and
snow to the "cold winter" for tourism

but it is also rather commonplace for individual tourists visiting Hong
Kong to take back a few cans of baby formula as "souvenir". The
restriction, since introduced in 2013, has been in pace for quite a long time.
This is not a regular practice. If supply of baby formula could remain
sufficient and stable, consideration to gradually ease the restriction in an
appropriate time should not be ruled out. At least, this will convey a
friendly and good—intentioned message to individual Mainland visitors.
Likewise, in rebuilding Hong Kong's reputation as a "hospitable capital",
relevant industries surely must start from their own behaviour to rid the
evildoing of cheating customers with tricks such as using misleading price
tags, but the SAR Government should really play a leading and
"ice—breaking role". During his Beijing trip earlier to watch the military
parade in commemoration on the 70th anniversary of the victory of Chinese
people's war of resistance against Japanese invasion, Chief Executive Leung
Chun—ying took the opportunity to meet Wang Guangya, Director of the
State Council's Hong Kong and Macao Affairs Office. He asked Wang to
help revitalise Hong Kong's tourism, and Wang gave his consent. Now, the
CE and principal officials of the SAR Government must make better use of
all opportunities of visiting the Mainland and receiving visiting Mainland
guests to repeatedly convey the positive message that Hong Kong welcomes
Mainland visitors. In addition, some incentive measures to attract tourists

should be launched. In this way, good effects could be expected.

WORDS AND USAGE

Impudence (noun) - Shamelessness; insolence.
(JEEAMRRD - B A )
Examples: 1.Ignorance is the mother of impudence.
2.Their impudence irritated everyone at the wedding
reception.

Lay sb off (phrasal verb) — To put an end to someone's
employment. (FEE » fHE )
Examples: 1.The automobile factory laid five hundred people

off from work.

2.We knew they were going to lay a lot of people
off.

In good shape (idiom) — In good condition. ( AXFERLFHT )
Examples: 1.The economy is in good shape.
2.This car isn't in good shape.

In this regard (idiom) — In connection with this; on this point.
(FEiE—H b f5E7H)
Examples: 1.The movie has pretty low musical values, but it
has plenty of company in this regard.
2.1 always had enough to eat, so I was much better
off in this regard than many poor children in our

neighborhood.

Commonplace (adj.) — Not unusual; ordinary. (" EE)
Examples: 1.He insists that what he is doing is to configure the
commonplace issues of ordinary life.
2.None of the others had noticed the little scene; it
was an event too commonplace to mark.
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