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A forum on Hong Kong's position and role in

the national development strategy, hosted by the

Chinese Association of Hong Kong and Macau

Studies, was held in Hong Kong yesterday. A number of

Mainland and Hong Kong scholars and experts spoke at the

forum, expressing their views on issues concerning finance, law

and even the "One Belt and One Road". Most of the speakers

have pointed out that although Hong Kong still hold an irreplaceable

position and advantages in the national development strategy, the

increasingly acute problem of "internal friction" in recent years must be
solved.

So many specialists from the two places have come to jointly diagnose
problems and prescribe solutions for the Hong Kong SAR. Regardless of
the effects, their sincerity alone is already touching enough. Admittedly, in
terms of GDP (gross domestic product), tourism, shipping and
comprehensive competitiveness of cities, Hong Kong's international and
national rankings have kept dropping. Inside Hong Kong society, political
antagonism seems incessant and ceaseless. Last year there even happened the
79—day illegal "Occupy Central" movement. Will Hong Kong still be able
to hold advantages and contribute to the nation without being
"marginalised"? From their speeches, the specialists have really felt the
danger in their hearts and even disappointed with Hong Kong's failure to
meet expectations. Their views are worthy of concern by Hong Kong
people.

Among others, the address entitled For the Sake of Hong Kong's Future
Development by Chen Zuo'er, Chairman of the Chinese Association of
Hong Kong and Macau Studies, is even more unreserved with every
sentence pinpointing. Chen Zuo'er is always outspoken, having the courage
to speak his mind. Hong Kong people are no stranger to his style.
Before Hong Kong's handover, he had given the warning that too much
spending on social welfare in Hong Kong would eventually result in a "car
crash with people killed". Although some people did not like it, his good
intention and foresight could not be denied. Even today, whether a
"universal retirement protection scheme" should be introduced remains a
rather controversial issue. Compared with his warning about a "car crash
with people killed", the two "—ations" put forward by Chen Zuo'er, namely
to implement "decolonization" and to stop "de—Sinofication", surely will
arouse wider attention and stronger reaction.

As a matter of fact, the two "—ations" as he put it may sound not so
"comfortable" to the ears of some people, but it must be acknowledged that
in today's Hong Kong society related problems and tendencies do exist. It is
an indisputable fact that when some major issues of principle are concerned,
the Central Government's constitutional role, position and power are yet to
be correctly regarded. In regard to the 2017 election of the Chief
Executive, that candidates must be nominated by the Nominating
Committee and that the CE elected must be patriotic are stipulated in the
Basic Law and the August 31 Decision by the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress (NPC), but have not been given due respect and
implemented. The opposition openly called out "Giving me back my
universal suffrage right" and "Hong Kong's CE be elected by Hong Kong
people”, and an extreme minority of radial localists even wantonly waved the
British Hong Kong colonial government's "dragon—lion" flag in public
activities. It may not be an exaggeration to call such extreme antagonist
behaviour as "de—Sinofication" or "colonial nostalgia".

It must be pointed out that, whether a certain opinion should be
accepted or supported aside, radical opposition and indigenous elements are
sparing no pains to raise another upsurge of evil waves of resisting the
Central Government and rejecting "one country". They are even prepared
to solicit support with the slogan of "safeguarding my city" in the upcoming
district council election. In this regard, we must not let our guard
down, because such an argument has its influence among some young
students. So much so that the so—called "anti—national education" campaign
could make a comeback at any moment.

Therefore, by putting forward the two "—ations" at this moment, Chen
Zuo'er, an expert specialising in "one country two systems" who had
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- Chen Zuo'er's sincere advice worth careful pondering

personally experienced Hong Kong's handover, does not speak without
thinking or groundlessly. Instead, his argument is well grounded and
pertinent. Hong Kong has returned to the Motherland for 18 years already.
Under "one country two systems", any behaviour that wantonly violates the
Basic Law and ignores national sovereignty, security and interests 1is
intolerable by the law. Such behaviour does harm to both the nation and
"one country two systems", and the ultimate victim will be Hong Kong
society itself. ~ Some people may think that the advocates for
"de—Sinofication" only make an extreme minority with little influence.
However, their evil behaviour has already economically pushed Hong Kong's
tourism into a cold winter. Politically, it would even more seriously hurt
and damage the communication and mutual trust between the Mainland and
Hong Kong. Therefore, it must not be allowed to go on unchecked. As
Chen Zuo'er puts it: "What should be rid of must be rid of decisively, what
should not be rid of must never be rid of, and what should be harnessed
must be harnessed in accordance with the law."
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WORDS AND USAGE

Speak one's mind (idiom) — To be honest to people about
your opinions. (EETH)
Examples: 1.She's not afraid to speak her mind, even if it upsets
people.
2.You can always depend on John to speak his mind.
He'll let you know what he really thinks.

No stranger to sth (idiom) — Familiar with something or with
some place. (%F--- M FEAE )
Examples: 1.She's certainly no stranger to hard work.
2.The nation's disease—fighting agency is no stranger to
epidemics.

Nostalgia (noun) — A feeling of pleasure and also slight sadness
when you think about things that happened
in the past. (7E685 > ¥H{EIEAYERE )

Examples: 1.Some people feel nostalgia for their schooldays.

2.There is an unmistakable note of nostalgia in his
voice when he looks back on the early years of the
family business.

Let one's guard down (idiom) — To stop guarding oneself
against trouble; to relax

one's vigilance.
(BFEE )

Examples: 1.He never lets his guard down because he trusts no

one.
2.She was not ready to let down her guard and confide
in him.

Specialise in sth (phrasal verb) - Spending most of your time
studying one particular
subject or doing one type
of business.

(R - HFIEEiEs)

Examples: 1.She hired a lawyer who specialises in divorce cases.

2.1 specialise in tropical medicine. What do you
specialise in?
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