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President Xi Jinping, invited by British Queen
Elizabeth II, pays a five—day state visit to the United
Kingdom. The first day of his state visit began yesterday
evening, Hong Kong time. The Gold State Coach for the
British Royal Family carrying President Xi and the British
Queen, sitting side by side, drove into the Buckingham Palace
through a boulevard and cheering crowds lining both sides, marking
Sino—British relationship has formally entered a golden era.
A significant symbol of President Xi's state visit to UK is the super
"golden reception" given by the British Monarchy. In Britain, although the
Monarchy no longer holds any real power over government and military
affairs, it still enjoys a crowning status in state affairs and in the mind's
eye of British people. Earlier, some British tabloid newspaper asserted that
Prince Charles, the heir to the throne, would not attend any royal
welcoming ceremonies for Xi Jinping because he "supported" the Dalai
Lama, and so on and so forth.

But on live television broadcast yesterday, it could be seen that Prince
Charles and his wife Camilla Parker—Bowles, the Duchess of Cornwall,
arrived early in the morning [local time| at Xi's hotel to personally greet and
welcome President Xi and his wife, and then escorted them to the mall in
front of the Buckingham Palace to join the awaiting Queen and her husband
and other members of the Royal Family. Then together, they reviewed a
Horseguards parade and attended the official welcoming ceremony for Xi
including a 103—gun salute. Afterwards, the Queen and President Xi rode
on the Gold State Coach into the Buckingham Palace for lunch and a tour
inside the palace. Xi Jinping and his wife would stay at the Buckingham
Palace during their UK visit afterwards, becoming the "gold—class" guests
worthy of the name.

The great significance of President Xi Jinping's state visit to the UK
certainly is not limited to riding on a gold carriage. But for Hong Kong
people watching the scene on TV, the scene still aroused certain particular
feelings.

In Hong Kong less than 20 years ago, hung in all government offices
were pictures of the British Queen, whom some citizens jokingly called the
"Boss Lady". Today, the "Boss Lady", as senior as almost 90, has spared no
pains to personally greet and welcome visiting Chinese guests, and to wear
her crown and the blue ribbon of the Order of the Garter to host a royal
state banquet, which was also attended by Britain's noted public figures,
celebrities and important political leaders as well as foreign diplomats on
invitation. If this were not sufficient enough to signify the attention and
importance given by whole British society to President Xi's visit, there could
hardly be any more proper way.

Apart from the solemn reception by the British Monarchy, these days,
in London and even all over the whole United Kingdom, signboards and
slogans welcoming President Xi Jinping's visit could be seen everywhere.
China's five—star national flags and the British flags are hoisted and flying
together-+-

What draws more attention and concern from both the Chinese and
British peoples and concerned sectors in the two countries is that a new
chapter named "a golden decade" of Sino—British economic cooperation and
trade will be opened with President Xi's "golden visit"**+ The 150—member
delegation led by President Xi for this visit is expected to sign over 100
investment and cooperation projects and agreements, totaling some /30
billion (about HK$300 billion).

It is by no means accidental and easy for China and Britain to work out
such a super state visit to UK by President Xi Jinping, for ushering in a new
golden era for the two country's relations, and for the two countries to map
out a "golden decade" for bilateral economic cooperation and trade.
Rather, all this has resulted from the longstanding historical and cultural
relations between the two countries and from the current global pattern of
political, military and economic development.

These days, Hong Kong people must be pleased to indulge in watching
TV news, keeping a close eye on every move by President Xi in UK, the
signing ceremonies for various agreements, and cultural—exchange events,
taking pride in the fact that our own nation's leader is being so warmly
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Hong Kong people happy to see the Gold State Coach
~ driving into a golden era for Sino-British relations

welcomed.

Not long ago, in Hong Kong there happened the illegal Occupy
Central, and some individuals waved the colonial British—Hong Kong's
dragon—lion flag that should have been sent to a museum of history long
time ago. Recently, some people have also raised their objection to
covering up the British royal insignia on historic mail boxes. Needless to
say, there are also such people as the "Hong Kong's conscience" and
"barrister" who still want to travel to Britain to make an "imperial appeal",
despite they have been given a cold shoulder once and again. Times have
changed. So has the situation. Today, Sino—British relationship is marching
into a golden era. Our Motherland's international status keeps rising. Being
Chinese nationals today, Hong Kong people should really feel happy and
gratified.
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WORDS AND USAGE

In one's mind's eye (idiom) — In one's mind or
imagination.
(F£--BpLEF 12 AUl )
Examples: 1.In my mind's eye, she is still a little girl of six,
although she's actually a grown woman.

2.In her mind's eye, she could see a beautiful
building beside the river.

Worthy of the name (idiom) — Deserving to be so called;
good enough to enjoy a
specific designation.
(ZEIHER)

Examples: 1.There was not an actor worthy of the name in

that play.
2. Any art critic worthy of the name would know
that painting to be a fake.

Map out sth (phrasal verb) — To plan in detail how
something will happen.
(FEE - HIE - K&

Examples: 1.She is mapping out lesson plans for teachers who

work with below—average readers.
2.When we mapped it out before we began this
project, we thought we would be finished by

now.

Result from sth (phrasal verb) — To emerge from something;
to be the outcome of
somethln

1_& RIS
Examples: 1.His difficulty in Walkmg results from a chz]dhood

illness.

2.1t will be interesting to see what results from your
efforts.

Take pride in sb/sth (idiom) — To be proud of someone or
something.

(F W?J EEY)
Examples: 1.1 take a great deal of pride in my children.

2.1f you don't take professional pride in your work,
you're probably in the wrong job.
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