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On the third day after the bloody terrorist
attacks in  Paris, France, condemnations and
condolences are being voiced all over the world.
Governments and peoples in various countries condemn
in unison the bloody killings targeting civilians by the
extremist organisation Islamic State (IS), and express their
sympathy to the innocent victims killed in the attacks. To turn
fear into courage, to turn sorrow into strength, and to further
strengthen cooperation in fighting terrorism have become the strongest
consensus and powerful voice in the globe.

The shocks delivered by the terrorist attacks are arousing strong
echoes throughout France and all over the world. The Group of 20
(G—20) summit is to kick off in Turkey today. Heads of state and
government and economic officials [of the G—2 countries] will pay a silent
tribute to the victims and at the same time discuss in further depth on
anti—terrorism, a difficult problem of common concern. On this, Chinese
Vice Financial Minister Zhu Guangyao, who arrived in Turkey in
advance, pointed out at a press conference yesterday that G—20, as the
primary platform for global economic coordination and cooperation, while
recognising the risks posed by terrorism and its grave negative impact on
the economic development, must make its due response as well, which
"should be enhancing our coordination, growing our economies, creating
more jobs, stabilizing the global financial market, so we can really achieve
sustainable, balanced and strong economic growth." "And by doing so,
we will not only achieve our development goals and eliminate poverty,
we will also be really able to eliminate the soil that breeds ground for
terrorism"

This viewpoint is consistent with facts and very pertinent. As
various insightful persons have pointed out after the tragedy of terrorist
attacks in Paris, the United States and its allies had already sown "seeds of
future calamities" long ago during the Iraq war, and their air strikes in the
aftermath have failed to effectively shake the IS in time but instead caused
casualties of innocent civilians. As a result, religious and social conflicts
intensify and extremist ideas further spread. European regions bear the
brunt. In addition, terrorist organisations make use of the Internet to
wantonly advocate extremist ideas to befog people's minds, so much so
that some new immigrant youths, who have felt being discriminated for
long as they could hardly have found any opportunity in education and
employment, take a risk out of desperation to join Jihad. The terrorists
in Paris attacks were all new immigrant youths. The youngest was just 15
and some of them were naturalized French citizens. From this, it can be
seen that besides external factors, the incident also involves internal social
and economic causes. The French government in recent years has, on the
one hand, taken a high—profile stance against terrorism by sending out
troops in hopes of increasing France's influence, and on the other hand
opened its doors to accept new immigrants in the absence of sufficient
coping measures and policies.Crises could be said have already lurked in
the country.

France and Hong Kong have very close commercial and trade ties all
along.Hong Kong is one of the world's largest distribution centres of
French wine.Wine has almost become a must on Hong Kong people's
dining tables and on festive occasions.Volume of wine sales in Hong Kong
is enormously high.Paris is also a popular destination for Hong Kong
visitors.Many Hong Kong visitors are believed to have left their footprints
in the 10th and 11th Districts in Paris where the bloody tragedy just
occurred.

Therefore, after the occurrence of the tragedy, from the SAR
Government to all Hong Kong citizens feel deeply sympathetic and
concerned.Paris and Hong Kong are thousands of miles apart
geographically, but the terrorists attacked civilians as if they were dogs of
grass. They are so cruel and dehumanized that any human being has the
right to punish them.

On the other hand, the gunshots sounded in the night sky of Paris
have also abruptly awakened all countries in the globe to become aware of
and pay attention to security problems. In this regard, the SAR
Government has already issued the amber Outbound Travel Alert on
France, and the Security Bureau has once again publicised the consular
protection hotline at the Chinese Embassy in France.After Hong Kong's
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Bloody tragedy in Paris alerts Hong Kong people to
get prepared for danger in times of peace

return to Chinese sovereignty, Hong Kong people are no longer "overseas
orphans" when they encounter difficulties abroad.Now they can always
ask for help from our country's embassies in foreign countries. As such,
their safety and protection are enhanced tremendously.

In this context, "getting prepared for danger in times of peace" is
never an out—of—date old saying.Compared with other regions, Hong
Kong SAR is relatively safe. But under the current circumstances when
the world tends to become integrated and terrorist activities run
increasingly wild, lowing our guard or becoming incautious and
careless will only pose a threat to our own security.On this, the SAR
Government stressed that it has just conducted a large—scale,
inter—departmental anti—terrorism exercise.Although right now Hong
Kong's terrorist threat alert remains moderate, in face of fast changing
international and regional security situations, the SAR Government must
always keep high vigilance and get fully prepared to protect citizens' lives
and property.

16 November 2015

WORDS AND USAGE

In advance (of sth) (idiom) — Before a particular time; before
something happens.
(3L - 17> FSR)
Examples: 1.If you're going to come, please let me know in
advance.
2.Police checked over the building in advance of the
president’s visit.

Pertinent (adj.) — Relating directly to the subject being
considered; relevant.
(HEE - BEUTR - HEHEHER )
Examples: 1.Chapter One is pertinent to the post—war period.
2.Practitioners must consider all factors pertinent to a
situation.

Bear the brunt (of sth) (idiom) — To withstand the worst part
or the strongest part of
something, such as an attack.

(EHEHE)
Examples: 1.He claimed that the middle class would bear the
brunt of the tax increase.
2.1 had to bear the brunt of her screaming and yelling.
Why don't you talk with her the next time she
complains?
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Run wild (idiom) — To get out of control.
(R4 - 8 - JE0K)
Examples: 1.The rambler roses have run wild in our lawn.
2.The children ran wild at the birthday party and had
to be taken home.
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