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The football match between Hong Kong and China

in Group C of the World Cup Qualification - Asia was

held last night at Mong Kok Stadium. All 6,000—plus seats

~ were occupied, the atmosphere being fervent. Throughout the

90—minte game, the two teams did their level best to jointly
make an excellent and tense match, which ended in a draw.

Although some unpleasant incidents had happened previously between
fans and players of the two teams, they did not hamper the smooth going of
yesterday's game. The core of a football match after all lies in playing skills,
morale and tactics instead of other factors. In the match of last night, both
teams had to compete for qualification. From the beginning, the national
team concentrated on the attacking half to launch attacks one after another
but failed to score a goal in the end, with the ball hitting the horizontal
beam across the goalposts and the goalposts and bouncing away several times.
A strike from Chinese player Yu Dabao, into the match in the second half,
brought the ball rolling on the goal line, but the referee did not judge it a
goal.

As seen on spot, the national team was indeed more skillful than the
Hong Kong team, particularly in organising attacks in the midfield and
attacking half.  But its players still lacked tacit understanding and
coordination so that they could not well grasp opportunities. In the final
analysis, the national team is the one on which the hope is placed to make
the "football dream" of the Chinese including Hong Kong people come
true, and its players are well treated to gain both fame and wealth.
However, for it to become a strong team to successfully rush out of Asia
toward the world, the crux of the matter lies in improving their
psychological quality and sense of responsibility to overcome their old
weakness of being hasty and impulsive and worrying about personal gain and
loss, so that they could concentrate on competition with single—hearted
devotion. Only in this way can they possibly bring their skills into full play
instead of losing three goals in a match they should and could have won.

By contrast, given the Hong Kong team's skill level, it could have made
the achievement so far to move to the second place in Group C on top of
the Chinese team, by winning four, losing one and drawing two in seven
games including drawing the Chinese team twice at both the home filed and
away—game venue. This really could be said something miraculous for its
fans. Among others, several "naturalised" players, strong physically to made
tight defence with their heads and feet, should be credited. Indigenous
players such as Goalkeeper Yapp Hung—fai, Back Lee Chi—ho, Defending
Midfielder Leung Chun—pong, Forward Chan Siu Ki all did
Hongkongers proud. And Jaimes Anthony McKee, a British growing up
in Hong Kong and graduating from the University of Hong Kong, spared
no effort, which was also a major reason for the Hong Kong team to play
with growing fighting spirit and confidence.

What is unexpected is that Hong Kong fans' enthusiasm has become the
greatest helping hand for the Hong Kong team to make remarkable
achievements repeatedly. Hong Kong spectators in the field have played the
role of "the 12th player" worthy of the name to help the Hong Kong
team play better.

In previous several matches, there had happened the unpleasant incident
of some Hong Kong fans "booing" the national anthem, and because of this
the Hong Kong Football Association (HKFA) had been given a punitive fine
by the (Fédération Internationale de Football Association, FIFA). Widely
reported, the incident had aroused strong concerns in various sectors which
almost all pointing out in unison that "booing" the national anthem was
absolutely an erroneous and unwanted behaviour regardless of one's personal
taste, and such embarrassed Hong Kong, discredited the Hong Kong team
and damaged Hong Kong—Mainland relations. Even the opposition, media
and commentators had all taken one side to condemn and call for a stop to
such behaviour. Because of this, a vast majority of citizens and law—biding

_ Peaceful and rational football fans have helped Hong
Kong team to draw China team twice

football fans paid keener attention to yesterday's match, so much so that
some people who originally had not planned to go and watch also ran about
to get tickets, in the hope of helping maintain order inside the Stadium with
their efforts and show respect to the national anthem and national team.

With righteousness growing, the Hong Kong team became further
aware of its heavy responsibility and determined not to let fans down.
Hence, in the field, they played an exemplary role by insisting on fair play,
and they played well and played honestly. Most of the fans who had made
trouble previously also behaved themselves last night. Only a small minority
still took some petty actions, which simply showed their ignorance and being
disgusting.

The 6,000—plus Hong Kong football fans at the Mong Kok Stadium
last night almost all wore Hong Kong team's shirts, turning the spectator's
grandstand into a "red sea". They united to support the Hong Kong team in
an orderly way, which was really touching. Chief Executive Leung
Chun—ying in a visit to the Philippines also wrote in his blog after the
match to express his appreciation of the outstanding performance and
sportsmanship of both the Hong Kong and national teams, and extend his
thanks to HKFA and others for the well organisation and arrangement. This
shows he is with the Hong Kong team and fans.

18 November 2015

WORDS AND USAGE

Do one's level best (idiom) — To try as hard as one can.
(&=F1L4kL)
Examples: 1.Tickets are hard to come by but I'll do my level
best to get you one.
2.She did her Ievel best to pass the course

End in sth (phrasal verb) - To have something as a final result.

Examples: 1.His attempt to persuade the boy ended in failure.
2.The party ended in a champagne toast.

Do sb proud (idiom) — To make someone proud of you by
doing something very well.
(@ REE 5 AR SRRl i @)
Examples: 1.Once again, the armed forces have done us proud.
2.Bill's kids sure did him proud at the boat race. Mary
resolved she would do her friends proud.

Worthy of the name (idiom) — Deserving a name or
description. ( ZLEIHER))
Examples: 1.Any art critic worthy of the name would know
that painting to be a fake.
2.There was not an actor worthy of the name in that

play.

In unison (idiom) — Together and at the same time. ( [F]fF )
Examples: 1. The audience rose to its feet in unison, applauding
and cheering.
2.All the babies in the nursery were wailing in unison.
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