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Two large—scale infrastructure construction projects, the

il Hong Kong sections of the Hong Kong—Zhuhai—Macao

Bridge and the Guangzhou—Shenzhen—Hong Kong Express
Rail Link, both suffer problems of excessive overspending and
serious delay in completion. Additional funding applications for the
two projects are set to be submitted to the Legislative Council (Legco)
on the 18th of this month. Another fierce filibustering campaign will be
mounted before the eyes of Hong Kong people.

At this moment, how should this upcoming filibustering campaign be
viewed? This is not an issue concerning "defending" or "convoying" the
SAR Government, but one concerning 7 million Hong Kong people's own
interests and long—term benefits. Citizens must support the government's
request for additional funding so that the projects could be completed and in
operation as early as possible.

As a matter of fact, the excessive overspending of the two projects is
unacceptable. So—called poor geological conditions, complicated geological
strata and shortage of labour, are all untenable reasons. For this, relevant
authorities of the SAR  Government must do some serious
soul-searching, accept responsibility and face the music. They must
make a clear explanation to the public instead of trying to shirk responsibility
and put the blame on others.

Taking for example the agreement reached earlier by the government
with the MTR Corporation Ltd on the overspending of the Express Rail
Link project, according to which, the government will bear the extra cost of
$19.6 billion, and then the MTR Corp. - after borrowing loans — will pay
a HK$19.51 billion special dividend to the government. Admittedly, some
"financing technique" is involved here, but otherwise the problem of
overspending cannot be solved. And given its current financial position, the
MTR Corp. has the capability to borrow. After the Express Rail Link starts
operation, the company's assets and financial strength will be further
improved. Hence, small share—holders and citizens won't face too heavy
risks or sufter too much losses.

Needless to say, more importantly, it is now too late to give up the two
projects. Once they are shelved or canceled, losses would be even much
heavier. Or in the words of Secretary for Transport and Housing Anthony
Cheung Bing—leung, it would be like "pouring good money after
bad", nothing to be gained by citizens.

What is more outrageous is that the opposition lawmakers now vowing
to launch a filibuster to block the extra funding for the two projects are
exactly the culprits who have caused their delay and excessive overspending.
Had they not ganged up inside and outside the Chamber to instigate
residents of Choi Yuen Village to refuse removal and file a judicial review,
construction of the Express Rail Link could have started at least one year
carlier.

It must also be pointed out that overspending and delay of the two
projects have nothing to do with their legitimacy and necessity. Up to date,
"Long Hair" and his ilk plan to launch a filibuster to block the additional
funding applications, once again in an attempt - besides targeting at the
SAR Government and MTR Corp. - to completely reject the construction
of the Bridge and the Express Rail Link, asserting the projects as "White
Elephants", "overambitious and unrealistic" and for the purpose of
"fawning on the Central Government". As such they completely deny the
necessity of strengthening linkage between Hong Kong and the Mainland
and cross—boundary transport.

In fact, the Bridge and the Express Rail Link are major regional
infrastructure projects to link together Guangdong, Hong Kong, Zhuhai,
Shenzhen and Macao. After completion of construction, the Express Rail
Link will be linked into the nation's "four vertical and four horizontal"
high—speed railway network. By then, one starts at dusk and will arrive in
Beijing overnight. With the implementation of the nation's major strategic
plan of "One Belt One Road", the role of the Guangzhou—Shenzhen—Hong
Kong Express Rail Link will become even more important, which can
hardly be seen by one with temporary, local and short—term interests in
mind like a frog living at the bottom of a well.

Therefore, in face of the fact that extra funding is needed for the two
overspending projects, if the opposition lawmakers who had obstructed the
start of the projects once again launch a filibuster to block the extra funding,
then they will only once again fully expose their ugly features of making an
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Urgent priority is to speed up construction
of the Bridge and Express Rail Link

enemy of all Hong Kong people and damaging Hong Kong people's
interests. Now, Chairman of the Legco Finance Committee Chan Kin—por
and Chairman of the Public Works Subcommittee Lo Wai—kwok are
considering to hold extra meetings respectively ahead of the Christmas and
New Year holidays and before the Lunar New Year holiday to deliberate
the government's extra funding applications for the Bridge and Express Rail
Link. For, the $5.46 billion extra funding for the Bridge has to be granted
before the end of January, 2016, and the $19.6 extra funding for the Express
Rail Link must be decided before March, 2016. Otherwise, the two
projects will run out of funds and construction has to be suspended, which
will cause even more overspending.

As for the issue of "juxtaposed border control" of the Express Rail
Link, it is matter of principle concerning "one country two systems" and the
Basic Law. Thus it must not be deal with in haste. Neither should it be
confused with the extra funding for the project. In this regard, the

opposition must not create side issues to lower themselves.
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WORDS AND USAGE

Untenable (adj.) — If something is untenable, you can't defend
it or justify it.
CUEAMERTEY > NEEROLRY - BELAERFRY )

1.If three people in four no longer support the
government, isn't this an untenable situation?

2.If your disagreement with your teacher puts you in
an untenable position, you better just admit you
made a mistake and get on with it.

Examples:

Soul-searching (noun) — Deep or critical examination of
one's motives, actions, beliefs, etc.
(BEXE - FAFER)
Examples: 1.You'd better do some serious soul—searching before
you decide to leave her.
2. After much soul—searching, he decided it was
wrong to vote in the elections.

Face the music (idiom) — to accept criticism or punishment
for something you have done.
(AEERR)
Examples: 1.Mary broke a dining—room window and had to
face the music when her father got home.
2. After tailing a math test, Tom had to go home and
face the music.

Pour/throw good money after bad (idiom) —
To spend more money on something that
has already failed.
(BT RN - BT
Examples: 1.If you try to fix that car, you'll simply be pouring
good money after bad.
2.Investors in the project began to pull out as they
realised they were simply throwing good money
after bad.

Fawn on/upon sb (phrasal verb) — To praise and flatter
someone.
( PRk - WERIRSS - B94T)
Examples: 1.She doesn't seem to mind being fawned on by her
fans.
2.The puppy was fawning on its master.
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