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The more ordinary a trivial affairs is, the truer

feelings it may reveal. In a time when Hong

Kong—Mainland relations are overshadowed by too much

negative news, the true affections between people on the two
place are fully revealed in a "trivial affair" of lifesaving.

An elderly Mainlander couple, on a sight—seeing tour in Hong
Kong, suddenly suffered heatstroke during a hike and fell down. They

were rescued in time by numerous Hong Kong people, from hikers of
their age on the same hiking route to post—90s youths, plus the Government
Flying Service's all-out rescue effort, and eventually returned safely to their
home. On the first glance, this is just an ordinary accident in a hike. What
is unexpected is that, the letter of thanks written by the elderly couple in the
aftermath has provoked great repercussions among Mainland people, with
many netizens giving their appreciation by pressing the "Like" button.

How come an ordinary accident could have provoked such great
repercussions? It turns out that this affair has changed Mainland people's
negative impression about Hong Kong, enabling them to rediscover Hong
Kong's loveliness, Hong Kong people's friendliness and kindness, and the
positive energy in Hong Kong.

An undisputable fact is that various negative incidents in past several
years have seriously affected Hong Kong—Mainland relations. With radical
"anti—parallel traders" actions occurring one after another, with ill-natured
sales tricks to cheat customers being exposed one after another, and with
unpleasant experiences in Hong Kong tours being exposed one after another,
it is hard for Mainland people to continue taking a fancy to Hong Kong.
While a great majority of Hong Kong people do not support such things,
they could only face them with anger and helplessness. Too many such
things happening could eventually lead to a change "from quantity to
quality". As a result, Hong Kong would be "negatively" labelled and people
on the two places would accuse each other, resulting in a vicious cycle.

Nevertheless, isolated cases cannot represent the entirety. How is it
possible that some individuals' extreme behaviour could be on behalf of the
seven million Hong Kong people? Hong Kong used to be called a "capital
of hospitality". A great majority of Hong Kong citizens are friendly and
warm hearted even toward foreign tourists, let alone toward their own
compatriots. In fact, those excessively exaggerated extreme incidents should
not provide the basis for misjudging Hong Kong's image. Likewise,
affections of people on the two places should not be jeopardised by any
extreme incidents.

From this rescue case, what Mainland people have seen is not only
Hong Kong's consummate and efficient rescue mechanism and medical
personnel's high sense of responsibility, but even more mutual help between
people and the long—missed intimacy of people between the two places.
The absolute majority of Hong Kong compatriots do not discriminate
Mainland visitors, but, on the contrary, more care for and about them.
Elderly hikers came over to help, even the "labelled" post—90s local youths
did not stand by idly but spared no pains to climb up and down the hill
several time to call for help. Such a rescue scene that strangers coming
across cach other on road would help each other may be commonplace in
Hong Kong, which however really deeply touches Mainland compatriots.

Consolidating and deepening Hong Kong—Mainland relations takes
time, but sustaining mutual affections of people between the two places
requires mutual understanding and trust. Each vyear, the number of
cross—boundary travels made by Hongkongers and Mainlanders is in
hundreds of millions. Although some unpleasant incidents do happen, they
make an extremely small number by comparison. In fact, each day there are
numerous cases happening in Hong Kong in which people of the two places
care about and support each other. This is a true picture of relations

Hong Kong people have humanistic love

between the two places, which can never be cut oft by anyone or anything.
This lifesaving "trivial =~ affairs"  we publish today is not an
earth—shattering and heaven—battering event, yet it is of extraordinary
significance. It is true that the elderly Mainlander couple saw the beautiful
scenery in Hong Kong and personally experienced the heartfelt kindness of
Hong Kong compatriots, yes through their experience more people on the
Mainland have rediscovered the true self of Hong Kong and felt once again
the care and love from the hearts of Hong Kong people. For Hong Kong
citizens, this case may just as well serve as a reminder that we should even
more cherish such hard—won relations and affections of people between the
two places. We hope such mutual understanding and trust will manifest
themselves more often in future exchanges between the two places.
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WORDS AND USAGE

All-out (adj.) — Using all available efforts, means or resources.
=z ORE ¢ (=3:0))

Examples: 1.There was an all—out push to get the applications in

on time.
2.They were planning to launch an all-out attack
against the enemy.

Take a fancy to sb/sth (idiom) — To develop a fondness or a
reference for someone or
something.

(B8 BIFR)
Examples: 1.He took a fancy to her way of speaking.
2.They took a fancy to spicy foods after their Mexican
vacation.

Care about sb/sth (phrasal verb) — To hold someone or
something dear; to prize
someone or something.
(BL - )

Examples: 1.1 care very much about my family.

2.Consumers care about the taste and quality of food,
not how it looks.

Come across sb/sth (phrasal verb) -
If you come across something or
someone, you find them or meet them
by chance. ({3 » {HIRFEER )
Examples: 1.We like to identify and celebrate women's success
whenever we come across it.
2.Have you ever come across such a horrible person in
all your life?

Just as well (idiom) — Preferable or advisable.
CRY » FTEART )
Examples: 1.You may just as well tell me the truth.
2.It would be just as well it you paid me now.
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Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest—tossed to me,

I lift my lamp beside the golden door ! |
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