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In an interview with Ta Kung Pao yesterday, Chief
Secretary Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet—ngor said that in the
current Legislative Council (Legco) filibustering activity ran
wild and some lawmakers ignored facts, preceded with slogans
and hurled insults whenever they opened their mouths. In her

view, it is time to stop such "inferiorization" of the
legislature from spreading.
Chief Secretary Carrie Lam also revealed that there

were at least 18 more bills awaiting for deliberation in Legco,

apart from the Copyright (Amendment) Bill and the Bankruptcy
(Amendment) Bill that were being considered and the new Budget
to be unveiled. But there are only some six months left before the
current Legco concludes its session. She felt deeply worried whether all
the bills could be passed in time.

Carrie Lam is an official who takes everything to heart. It is impossible
for her not to become concerned and indignant with the evil trend in Legco that
some lawmakers just do filibustering but nothing else and wantonly throw
insults at her colleagues and subordinates. She cried out against unfairness
during an earlier Legco discussion on the "lead—contaminated water" incident
when  some  departmental  officials  were  pressured into  drinking
"lead—contaminated water" in public, saying she was not afraid of criticism as "an
official gets the guts up who longs for nothing more". Such "guts" have nothing
to do with personal honour or humiliation, gain or loss, but come from the
righteousness and commitment to safeguarding the governance of the SAR
Government in accordance with the law and the overall interests of citizens. She
has set an example for other SAR Government officials to follow.

At the same time when Chief Secretary Carrie Lam expressed her worry about
the administration getting bogged down in the filibustering activity at Legco,
Secretary for Transport and Housing Anthony Cheung Bing—leung and Secretary
for Commerce and Economic Development Gregory So Kam-—leung were
yesterday making tireless efforts and "exerting for a final spurt" at Legco and a
radio station respectively in hopes for getting a bill passed and funding application
approved before the conclusion of current Legco session. The situations facing
them are exactly like what Chief Secretary Carrie Lam said.

Secretary for Transport and Housing Antony Cheung's application to Legco for
$18 billion extra funding for the Guangzhou—Shenzhen—Hong Kong Express
Rail Link project could be said to have run into a predicament of “making
bricks without straw". If the funding application could not be passed by end
of February and funds could not be dispatched in March, construction of the
express rail project may have to be suspended. Once construction is suspended,
just for the security and maintenance of construction sites and equipment it would
cost over $10 million per day. Resumption of construction or re—tendering
would also cost dearly.

Despite the urgency of the matter, Albert Chan Wai Yip, Raymond Chan
Chi—chuen, "Long Hair" and their ilk still regard economic development, public
interests and public spending as nothing, going on with their endless filibustering.
At a discussion of Legco's Public Works Subcommittee the day before yesterday,
they still stuck like a limpet to the issue of co—locating immigration and customs
facilities. As a result, the meeting had to be aborted for lack of a quorum for the
third time.

Because of this, some people ask: Could Anthony Cheung simply bypass the
Public Works Subcommittee and directly send the funding application to the
Legco's Finance Committee or even a Council Meeting to "crash through a
barrier"?

On this, Secretary Antony Cheung yesterday said: "At this stage we should still
respect the discussion at the Public Works Subcommittee."

Surely, executive—led is not equal to "executive—dominant", so it must not talk
casually and lightly about "bypassing" [a Legco subcommittee] to "crash through a
barrier". Nevertheless, the fact before our eyes is that the application for extra
funding application for the express rail project has been in discussion at the Public
Works Subcommittee for nearly two months, which means the filibustering has

been going on for nearly two months, and the subcommittee meeting for this
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Officials must get their guts up to contend
with a inferiorizing legislature

purpose has been aborted for lack of a quorum three times. Moreover, if the
situation continues, there will only be continuous "filibustering" and more
"abortions of meeting", as "Long Hair" and his ilk will never "lay down their
butcher's knives".

In face of such a predicament, in order for the express rail project not to fall
into impasse, in order to save taxpayers' money and safeguard the public interests,
Secretary Antony Cheung should also get his guts up to bypass the Public Work
Subcommittee and send the funding application directly to the Finance
Committee for consideration and approval. According to Legco's Rules of
Procedure, the funding application has been held up at the Public Work
Subcommittee for two months and so far no silver lining is seen for a possible
solution. Hence, for public interests, there is no reason to wait forever. If
Antony Cheung could take such a drastic move to deal with the matter, he
believably will win support from other lawmakers.

Likewise, deliberation of the Copyright (Amendment) Bill at Legco has also
already run into a dead end, as the opposition won't give up until they kill the
bill. To satisfty the needs of concerned industries and serve public interests,
Secretary Gregory So should also get his guts up to seek support to make some
breakthrough in procedure.
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WORDS AND USAGE

Run wild (idiom) — To grow unchecked; to be out of control.
(Hiks 18 - AT )

Examples: 1.You mustn't let the children run wild and do what they

like.
2.The villagers were cleaning up debris for days after the
bulls ran wild through the streets.

Hurl/throw insults (at sb) (idiom) — To shout insults or rude
language  at  someone
angrily. (=E  EE)

Examples: 1.1f you two would stop throwing insults, we could have a
serious discussion. He stormed oft the pitch, hurling
insults at the umpire.

2.1 wasn't going to stand there while he hurled abuse at
me!

Take sth to heart (idiom) — To consider something very seriously.

(FRERF - AL L - HOER)

Examples: 1.Everything he said is true, and I hope people will take it
to heart.
2.You can't take everything people say to heart.

Be/get bogged down (phrasal verb) - To become so involved in
something difficult or complicated that you cannot do
anything else. (AL - FEAVRE » FEIMFHIATE )

Examples: 1.Try not to get too bogged down in the names of
historical figures and the dates when events happened.
Focus on why they happened.
2.Let's not get bogged down with individual complaints.

You can't make bricks without straw (proverb) —Used to say
that you cannot make something without the necessary

materials. (REFEEATH - TigHRERZIK)

Examples: 1.It's no good trying to build a website if you don't know

any html, you can't make bricks without straw.
2.The law of value will still be there reminding us that,

even under socialism, you can't make bricks without straw.
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