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Regarding the Lunar New Year night riot in

Mong Kok, some people have proposed that the

government set up an independent commission of inquiry

to look into the incident. In response, a spokesman for

the SAR Government yesterday said the riot in Mong Kok is a

serious violent incident, and criminal investigations by the police

are underway with a view to apprehending all culprits for fair trials

and rulings by the court. As such, the SAR Government does not
consider it necessary to set up an independent commission of inquiry.

The SAR Government's response is very necessary and timing. Making
such a proposal at this very moment is obviously confusing right and wrong
and superfluous. If it is not rioting then what is it that mobsters madly
attacked police officers with bricks and set on fire in many places to damage
public property? The police were carrying out their duty in accordance
with the law that night and some of the rioters have been prosecuted for
rioting. There is no need for any "independent inquiry"!

Since the occurrence of the incident, the opposition has been racking its
brain trying to find some "reasonable" excuses for the riot. Some persons
have also taken the opportunity to unfathomably and abstrusely talk about
so—called problems of governance. Surely, problems of governance can be
discussed. But in face of riot, in face of the fact that nearly 100 police
officers were injured, and amid a crisis that Hong Kong's cornerstone of the
rule of law is facing serious challenges, these people decline to condemn the
culprits' violent acts, decline to support the police's law enforcement, and
decline to demand the court to severely punish the culprits in accordance
with the law, but instead talk volubly about a "governance crisis" and
"government's responsibilities”". In essence, this no doubt is equivalent to
absolving the rioting. Its bad influence is no less than street rioting.

As a matter of fact, the opposition has long been wantonly attacking the
Chief Executive and SAR Government, with some of its members confusing
right and wrong to readily accuse the government of improper
administration. This is exactly the remote and indirect cause for the Mong
Kok riot. Under the influence of the fallacy for a long period of time, a
small number of young people have gradually come to see the government
as their "deadly foe" and law—enforcing police their sworn enemy,
holding public order and laws in contempt. It is because of this that they
could cold—bloodedly dig up bricks on pedestrian walks and hurl them at
police officers at the night of the Lunar New Year that is for family reunion
and celebration, and regard doing damage to Hong Kong society as their
protest against the government and their "victory". Today, before such
grave facts, some individuals still insist on making some nonsensical and
irresponsible cynical remarks and on scolding Leung Chun—ying by
enumerating his "wrong—doings". Do they think the Mong Kok riot not
violent enough, so that they still want to push young people further down
the law—breaking abyss? Do they still want to see the radical separatist
elements of "Hong Kong independence" grow even more rampant and
arrogant to push Hong Kong into its doomed eternity? The riot in Mong
Kok has already come to the verge of terrorist activity. How many such
havocs could Hong Kong society bear to suffer?

On this, the "three condemnations" - condemnation on the violent acts
of beating, smashing and committing arson, condemnation on radical
separatist elements, and condemnation on the absurd fallacies about rioting
being justifiable — made the day before yesterday by Zhang Xiaoming,
Director of the Liaison Office of the Central People's Government in the
Hong Kong SAR, hit the nail on the head and are fully grounded. In
particular, the third condemnation, that on those fallacies confusing right and
wrong, calling black white and even attempting to shift the blame on to
others, are really worthy of pondering by many people. The mentality of
readily accusing the SAR Government and CE and seeing "Sai Wan" as a
thorn on the side not only encourages the evil behaviour of the radical
opposition elements but in the end will cause harm to society, forcing all
Hong Kong people to pay a price.

Right now the rioting incident is still being widely discusses in society.
One of the focuses is on how the court would give its ruling. In the past,
in some cases of obviously law breaking and trouble making, the accused
eventually could walk out of the court rooms with the V sign and swaggered
away arrogantly. That is hard to understand and unsatisfactory. But now
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Rioting cannot possibly be "justifiable" and
breach of law must be severely punished

the rule of law is facing serious challenges, so at such a crucial moment,
citizens' solidarity and their trust and support of the court are of utmost
importance. It is believed that, in face of the dignity of the rule of law and
common interests of all Hong Kong citizens, judges at all levels charged with
judicial power will surely make just and reasonable rulings. So—called
"political factors" could be ruled out from the considerations of judicial
personnel, but damaging social order in a flagrant way, beating, smashing and
committing arson overnight in a downtown area, and a great number of
law—enforcing police officers being attacked and injured, are facts before
everyone's very eyes. And it is the judicial personnel's unshirkable and
sacred duty to handle and punish law—breaking activities, to forbid injuring
people with violence, and to ensure people's safety and safeguard peace in
society. In this regard, Secretary for Justice Rimsky Yuen Kwok—keung has
repeatedly declared the determination to safeguard the dignity of the rule of
law and not to tolerate violence. People should have confidence and lend
their support
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WORDS AND USAGE

Look into sth — To find out and examine the facts about a
problem or situation. (A& > H52)
Examples: 1.We're looking into the possibility of merging the
two departments.
2.A federal grand jury is looking into the charges of
misconduct.

Superfluous (adj.) — More than is needed or wanted;
unnecessary or needless.
(ZERIY > L)
Examples: 1.He has already been told, so our comments are
superfluous.

2.The report was marred by a mass of superfluous
detail.

Sworn enemy (idiom) — A person, group, or organization
for whom one holds a particularly
intense, deep—seated hatred.
(O > IR 2R
Examples: 1.Sworn enemies are people who will always hate
each other.
2.0ur environmentalist lobby group is heading out
to protest against Big Oil, our sworn enemy.

Hit the nail on the head (idiom) —
To describe exactly what is causing a
situation or problem.
(B > BT > —#FRIMm)
Examples: 1.1 think Mick hit the nail on the head when he
said that what's lacking in this company is a
feeling of confidence.
2.He hit the nail on the head when he said the
problem was the thermostat.

Before one's very eyes (idiom) — Happening or unfolding
right in front of one or
while one is watching.

(FEENRZET 24/ - BIRRER )
Examples: 1.Each day, right before our very eyes, we see signs
of poverty and need.
2.He saw his Iife's work destroyed before his very
eyes.
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