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Premier thinks highly of SAR Government's
administrative ability and Hong Kong people's wisdom

Lianghui (the two annual sessions of the National People's Congress (NPC) and
Chinese People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC)) in Beijing came to a
successful conclusion yesterday.As usual, Premier Li Kegiang gave a press
conference in the Great Hall of the People to answer questions by reporters from
home and abroad. At such a press conference, normally, questioned are raised
and answers given in a more relaxed and direct way, and the answers better
reflect the central authority's views on concerned issues.

At the press conference, a female reporter from a certain TV station asked how
to answer the question "What's wrong with Hong Kong?" that is raised by many
people on the Mainland? Li responded straightforwardly and forcefully: We
believe that the Hong Kong SAR government has the ability and Hong Kong
people have the wisdom to properly handle the complex issues in Hong Kong. 'l
have confidence in a bright future for Hong Kong," he said.

As a matter of fact, "What's wrong with Hong Kong?" is not just a question
raised by some Mainlanders during Lianghui, but also a doubt in the minds of
many Hongkongers after the Mong Kok riot. Li's answer may not necessarily be
able to immediately dissolve the doubt, but it clearly points out the way out: all
sorts of complex issues facing Hong Kong society can only be solved by the SAR
Government and Hong Kong people with concerted efforts. The crux of the
matter lies in that the government must fulfil its administrative duties more
effectively and citizens must be able to tell the right from wrong and staunchly
support the government's administration in accordance with the law, firmly resist
and reject all wrong words and deeds that are against the principle of ‘one
country two systems" and the Basic Law. Only in this way, can the economy in
the SAR develop, people's livelihood be improved, and harmony and hope be
re—built up in society.

(Li's) emphasis on SAR Government's administrative ability and Hong Kong
people's wisdom shows the central authority is still full of confidence in Hong
Kong's future, and the two faiths here are not entertained accidentally. As early
as during the transition period, the central authority relied on these two faiths to
work out the policy principles of "one country two systems", "Hong Kong people
running Hong Kong" with a high degree of autonomy. Among others, before his
passing away, Deng Xiaoping had more than once said that he did not believe
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Chinese people in Hong Kong could no run Hong Kong well and Hong Kong could
only be run well by foreigners. Having gone through 150 years of colonial rule,
Hong Kong people should cherish more than anyone else the hard—earned status
of being master of their own destiny. With the guidance of the principle of "one
country two systems" and the Basic Law, the SAR Government ought to have full
authority and confidence in its administration.

Now, in a time when some people begin to wonder about "where Hong
Kong is heading toward" and "what's wrong with Hong Kong" after the SAR
experienced Occupy Central and the riot, the central authority's reiteration of its
confidence in the SAR Government's ability to govern and Hong Kong people's
wisdom in fact is to fundamentally boost the SAR Government's and Hong Kong
society's confidence and to bolster and pep them up. Hong Kong is not a
"paradise" for those who resist China and make trouble in Hong Kong, let alone a
"Utopia" for "localists" and "Hong Kong independence" activists. As long as the
SAR Government firmly follow the Basic Law to govern effectively and citizens
use their due wisdom of safeguarding their own wellbeing, and more importantly,
as long as the opportunities offered by the national 13th Five—Year Plan and the
‘one belt one road" strategy are firmly grabbed, to concentrate on economic
development and improving people's livelihood, all complex issues can be solved.

At present, the biggest obstacle to the SAR Government's administrative ability
comes from the indiscriminate "filibustering" in the Legislative Council (Legco) by
opposition lawmakers. The Legco has spent more time for head counting than for
meetings. Now little time is left for its current session, but there are provisional
appropriation in the Budget and a lot of other appropriations for infrastructure
projects, health and social welfare waiting to be considered and approved. How
to deal with the problem of administration being seriously bogged down is an
urgent task for the government. The situation would become even tougher if
radical elements further rise in the Legco election in September.

So how to cast their votes in hand, whether to send more persons like Alvin
Yeung Ngok—kiu or his ilk into Legco to make trouble in the legislature and Hong
Kong or to bar them from entering the establishment, poses a real test to the
wisdom of Hong Kong people.
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WORDS AND USAGE

As usual (idiom)

® In a way that often happens and is
expected. (BEE—5 > B BE )

Examples:

1.As usual, she was wearing jeans.

2.As usual,l slept late that Saturday
morning.

Concerted (adj.)

® Planned or done together for a shared
purpose; combined. ( #EH » #71—E
& BEtEH )

Examples:

1.We made a concerted effort to solve
the problem.

2.The richer countries of the world

should take concerted action to help
the poorer countries.

Wonder about sb/sth (phrasal

verb)

® To be curious or in doubt about
someone or something. ( - B3| £
=xFE 0 BAE )

Examples:

1.Do you ever wonder about the decision
you made to quit school?

2.Her performance record made me
wonder about her chances for
success.

Head toward sth (phrasal verb)

®To be developing into something; to be
moving toward a specific result. ( @
------ EEER)

Examples:

1.1 believe that you are heading toward
severe health problems if you don't
stop smoking.

2.The firm will head toward bankruptcy
unless a new manager is elected.

Pep sb/sth up (phrasal verb)

® To make someone or something more
vigorous. (& 5 TR )

Examples:

1.We could use a good comedian to pep
this party up!

2.l drank coffee to pep myself up as the
night wore on.
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