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Citizens should no longer pay the price for filibusteting

Several thousand construction workers yesterday took to the streets to
strongly condemn the opposition's filibustering activity. This is the second street
protest against filibustering in three months, which is sufficient to show how
serious the problem is. Endless filibustering by opposition lawmakers at the
Legislative Council (Legco) has seriously slowed down Hong Kong's development
and endangered the city's comprehensive competitiveness. Economic slowdown
leads to the rapid rise of unemployment rate, which is very likely to fuel social
instability. In the end, the price paid for the malicious behaviour of a handful of
politicians is damages to the interests of whole society.

Filibustering has already become a political ineradicable disease in Hong
Kong. Although citizens detest it bitterly, they suffer from having no effective
means to deal with it. Nevertheless, all funding proposals deliberated at Legco
have aftereffects. The bad effects of the nearly crazy filibustering over past year
will show up one after the other some time later.

First of all, infrastructure projects are being seriously halted. At present,
nearly 60 funding proposals for public works are being blocked. According to
figures provided by the Construction Industry Alliance, the Legco Finance
Committee this year has so far just granted $7.6 billion for new public works, abut
And the Public Works

Subcommittee only has seven sessions left this year as scheduled, so approval of

by comparison $85 billion was granted last year.
new funding surely won't meet the target. If a city fails to advance its
infrastructure construction, affected won't be just the construction industry but
the core competitiveness of whole Hong Kong as well.

Secondly, unemployment rate is rapidly going up. According to statistics
from the Census and Statistics Department, unemployment rate of the
construction industry hit 4.9% in the first quarter of this year, an increase of nearly
one percentage point compared with the same period of last year. And insiders of
the industry think the figure may not reflect the reality, because many worker do
not have the habit to register for unemployment. With the conclusion of the

Legco session, the figure is bound to rise month after month. If the situation
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won't improve, unemployment rate would hit a two-digit number like in the year
of 2003. There are about 300,000 to 400,000 workers in construction and related
industries. If their "rice bowls" are broken, turmoil and bad affects possibly caused
should not be underestimated.

Thirdly, public funds are being seriously wasted. Construction costs grow
year after year, with the extra costs caused by delays being in hundreds and
millions of dollars. For example, the latest construction cost for the Tseung Kwan
O - Lam Tin Tunnel project, which called for bids in August of last year and
originally was planned to start construction in the first half of this year and
complete construction in 2020, has jumped to $15 billion from $8.2 billion, up
nearly 80% . A single project already wastes $6.8 billion of taxpayers' money. If
filibustering continues to block funding applications, what a loss in total would be
caused for all 60 projects? Such public funds of billions of dollars could otherwise
be spent on people livelihood and welfare measures but in the end are wasted for
the opposition's filibustering.

The overall economic situation in Hong Kong is very tough already. Latest
statistics show the value of total retail sales has dropped for 13 months in a row,
and confidence index for the industry continues to decline, etc. If more
infrastructure projects become difficult of fulfilment, it is afraid that Hong Kong
would be on the brink of recession.

Consequently, while it is now a time for all sectors to stick together to
overcome difficulties, the so—called "elected representatives" from the opposition
camp continue doing things to damage Hong Kong people's interests throwing
away public funds in hundreds of millions of dollars.

To stop such a situation form getting worse and worse, it is absolutely
impossible to rely on opposition politicians to hold their hands. The only effective
way is for citizens to cast out with their votes this bunch of vermin infringing on
Hong Kong's interests in the Legco election in September. Infrastructure
construction can't afford waiting. Jobless wage-earners can't afford waiting. For

their own and public interests, citizens have no other choice. 09 May 2016
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WORDS AND USAGE

Aftereffect,after-effect(noun)

® An unpleasant effect that follows an event
or accident, sometimes continuing for a
long time or happening some time after it.
( FHEE )

Examples:

1.Headaches are an aftereffect of this sort of
accident.

2.He was suffering the after—effects of the
drug.

In a row (idiom)

®One after another without a break. ( #3i# >
HE)

Examples:

1.She's been voted Best Actress three years
inarow.

2.1 haven't had a good meal for three days in
a row.

On the brink of sth (idiom)

® |[f someone or something is on the brink of
a situation, that situation is likely to happen

soon. (BERY, BRI, IR B8 &%)

Examples:

1.Scientists are on the brink of a major new
discovery.

2.We are teetering on the brink of
bankruptcy.

Stick together (phrasal verb)

o |f people stick together, they remain close
together and support and help each other.
(B&E—3 > BEXE)

Examples:

1.1f we all stick together, we can succeed.

2.The country's foreign minister said that it
was important for small nations to stick
together.

Infringe on/upon sth (phrasal verb)

®To encroach on something. (&IE » FE )

Examples:

1.These restrictions infringe upon basic
human rights.

2.I'm not infringing on your property. I'm in
my own yard.

Bl ] ARl 9 1A

it R A R BB ASRIR » (B2 % T
HOTIEER © AR AAAESTRTE & BRI 5
FIEAR - AILAE BB/ NRHBA TSR]
o HARHRLRAESR - HERERRH

Paul Auster) AT : [HFATERA - (HE
9 th A BE & BF 3 M 2 & B A (The
pictures do not lie, but neither do they
tell the whole story) © |

HREESCLTERE L FERE R - A
~ BRI SR HEIRE 1] AR HIZKE o EIZIKEI’J
TR R T A - HE

ERAIEEEERRF (iconic photograph ) #fEE  scene ) © S ZHEHEFE 2 LIRAT E R IME
SEREEfHE A o LA picture is worth a thousand words

194552198 FE3H26H » EFEKE  (—RMEFFEE S - HEERERA
12 ZUER T v H B E SF AR R (Two  XOCFREREFTENGET - REHEHM T M E
Jima) o —ZPEHELE T TALIEERE o KBRS R I R EE T F R

BYBR (Marine Corps) LILfER% B HUTE K
lJ ( Mount Suribachi) ¥ _F 3& [ [ i ()
M R SR B R R i -

WK ~ BREMEE - fp A% TR
A B D FEL BB TITERD - MR

EBEHERNY) o Eooi— A8 - Ah
7] (John Bradley) - fif 5 FIEIRHIT (
James Bradley ) 2B 5 T — KL
AEEIHIE ) (Flags of Our Fathers) Y
5582 (best—selling book ) » MM E

5o

TERFERT > 25 BRI 2 SEER IR 0 B TR
WO S S BE Ok ) (Omaha
World—Herald ) #2305 ER 285 FRR - ARL
TEFEWERFE - M T B EA /S
Z— o EBNFEEEREID T HHE o

M o A F CHREL ZHHFK > IR

IR BUEE T BES I Photoshop
AT AR EBERA ] FIRRT

AR BIBERER
BtEERES
EOEREZNITEel e S
Il [ A e D
AR BRI H
RA

HALrEA

EEEASBREERR > BAR Qﬁfﬁ\ﬁ%
BT o BRI - AU A A
NERR S HARRRZ — »

RESSIRES

TR EAIRTT » e AR EE)
B E RRINMERR - £ B AR R R

BB A ENER - ERNALRER
HIE R - BUEEER fJERIEE » LA
Fili (LB 75 A ] T T A4 bt i 22
ﬁ °

HA R > RIMERT AR a0
[EE - EE IR AT E R
o iR R A TR 2R H A
FEFRRFF R R AE R ©

AR - BB IEE
% > BHEHH - EEE E{%B HEIRE AR
R KRAVNGTFERISE - HARRTFERR T
REYIR S » REREGERIEE o

AERS KL HARANREZZ KU E
HER

HBEARRIEE

THEEREARRLEMELF - HA
NAE B IR B RER RS ) K E R LR
@ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁaﬁﬂﬂ& L RERKEF

HAAMLZRE R IR P HgnEg - fE et
T%z%%% °

LR L - REAEZT HAANS
SLERE AR LAREE - EEERT
EHEN—ERREAER « (BRI
%) o R RS T AT LS | E R
HARIZR IR o fA AABUR RS T3E
BRI TR ZBRIMS T =@ - —=
HA S B L - EREEA 5 &5
RS RAME § =2 MRy - HA AR
EAABELAK - EEERATURBEAAN
TREFAER HARR L L - fbffie R E
RFREE B 2RIMAK - iEkGamaEE i - A
R —MEEERE - ER S B AR

E/jEEIPFE o

ISAVian

REXHHAAE R &




