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John Tsang's platform 1s shooed for
making empty promises
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The Chief Executive—election race tends to become increasingly fierce, now
entering the stage for contenders to compete with their platforms.The four
major contenders have already unveiled their platforms, initial platforms or ideals
and visions in governance successively, in order to solicit support from the public
and members of the Election Committee.

John Tsang Chun—wah, one of the contenders, publicised a lengthy, over 10,

000—character platform.It covers so many aspects and proposes so many

measures that it reads exactly like a Policy Address, which is quite

eye-catching.However, unveiling this platform does not seem to have
produced any positive effect for its author.On the contrary, it has aroused
questions, with some columnist even pointing out that it has greatly damaged
the "high popularity" gained by John Tsang with painstaking efforts, and hence a
loss for him.

The task of the Chief Executive centres on nothing else but the two main
domains: political and economic.Unfortunately, it is in these two domains that
John Tsang's platform is questioned or sneered at.Moreover, quite a lot of
criticism and opposition come not from the pro—establishment camp but from
Election Committee members from the opposition camp in whom he places
great hope for getting their nomination tickets.

Among others, John Tsang in his platform proposes that, once he is elected, he
would re—launch political reform and pursue legislation on Article 23 of the Basic
Law during his term of office.However, on restarting political reform, the August
31 Decision of the Standing Committee of the National People's Congress (NPC)
is not mentioned in his written platform.And he only made a verbal "'remedy" at a
press conference afterwards. In this way, he has been attacked from both the
pro—establishment and opposition camps, the former criticising him for his
ambiguous stance on political reform, while the latter not satisfied that his
anti—August 31 Decision stance is not "firm enough". He eventually ends up as
a loser on both sides.

That John Tsang is so self-contradictory and up in the air simply because
f the fence, trying not to offend the Central
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Government while soliciting votes from the opposition camp.But it is impossible
to attempt to fish in troubled waters and bluff out of it.If a contender for the
CE election dares not righteously and confidently insist on following the Basic
Law to pursue universal suffrage and following the principal principle of the
August 31 Decision by the NPC Standing Committee to promote political reform,
but instead evasively gives a partial account, then how can he gain trust of Hong
Kong society? How can the Central Government rest assured to entrust him
with such an important job as the Chief Executive?

Likewise, on issues concerning the economy and people's livelihood, the

scheming—ness and evasiveness shown in John Tsang's platform makes it

hardly trustworthy and approvable.

On the housing issue that concern all Hong Kong people the most, John
Tsang's platform sets the goal of proving public housing for 60 per cent of Hong
Kong residents. Such a goal is really very magnificent and moving. But on the
most important question, namely, where to find sufficient housing to meet this

goal? His platform fails to give an answer.
On this, Leung Chun-ying, as the incumbent CE, should have refrained from

making any comment on the contenders'platforms for the sake of fairness.Butin
face of such an "ambitious" goal, even Leung Chun-ying cannot refrain from
speaking out, saying the goal of having 60 per cent of Hong Kong people living in
public housing cannot be attained even if all cultivated land resources are used
to build public housing with none allocated for building private housing.And the
only consequence of no private housing development in a long period of time is
that housing prices will go higher and higher and rentals become more and more
expensive, and the number of people waiting to move into public housing will
increasingly grow.ls this a solution for the housing problem or make it even
worse?

It seems, therefore, that platforms must not be written arbitrarily and empty
promises not made arbitrarily. Running the CE election, one must neither have
the mentality of leaving things to chance nor place hopes on "high popularity".
Being down-to—earth, enterprising and committed is absolutely indispensable.

NS - R SR A

N

/l

& H-

A BRER  RHRAHTRERR

5] TRILIELRE - 23 EE AR LLD

WORDS AND USAGE

Eye-catching (adj.)

®\ery attractive or noticeable.
(SIAEEH > 1BERAY )

Examples:

1.The designs are unlike traditional Chinese art

forms and are eye—catching, bold and dramatic.

2.A group of youngsters will be helping to clean up

the town with their eye-—catching anti-litter
posters.

Sneer at sb/sth (phrasal verb)

e To talk about or look at someone or something in
an unkind way that shows you do not respect or
approve of the person or thing. ( Bi%E » %38 )

Examples:

1.He had sneered at their bad taste.

2.She'll probably sneer at my new shoes because
they're not expensive.

End up (phrasal verb)

oTo finally be in a particular place or situation.
(LB #BRE )

Examples:

1.Much of this meat will probably end up as dog
food.

2. After working her way around the world, she
ended up teaching English as a foreign language.

Up in the air (idiom)

eUndecided; uncertain. ( f&fiARR @ NHEE )

Examples:

1.We have no idea which school she'll be attending
in September — everything is still up in the air.

2 Will a strike take place? That's up in the air.

Bluff one's way out (of sth) (idiom)

® To get out of a difficult situation by deception or
cunning. ( ERIBET )

Examples:

1.The man is trying to bluff his way out of the
whole thing.

2.He's one of those people who is very good at
bluffing their way out of trouble.
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