2018%2H13H EH—

N
855 HA E

o #H N mwxs

KT ER

SR ERE

Ay

ﬁgﬁ%ﬁ%

B H b2 8% ~ FE i
FARRENEE (B ) EREEL
Bk > = N ERREGE - MERrit @ IRs
TR P - L ATRIRTEER T B
o

TR R B S B LAE PR R 2

(AR Yar | BESAEAER [AAR
1By BEEANA [ EOLERGE | B [ ERK
R MEHIRITR @ BRI FEH

MEFREhE ] - [BE ] Ed « E&F
TR B AR UL T - RESME
ETEN R B ST IR SR = A
MERLE  E—FREEEEN 5
EARREAR APV 5T | AR -

FEBERASHIE - B2 BEZ AR
MRS (3 - &
TEZNMERFR A 5 BRI FT A W e 2
B RKBUIREERE IR - R ErE IR L e
e FRHT S [P

BRHRRE EEE T ER—EE R

D EZHEE NIRRT AR
MIERIR + DA FERMERN: - bR
EHZIR LR EERIR P AT ©

AREBEE — R > BRI TE &

(] - fREE S = A iRiER
EAAM5RA T A BURT RS e 2
T AZGIATE > AR RFIEE
Ao [ERIA ] JREGHIFE BERATE AR AARL
AUZEft: - ENEEg R AR - A
WAL HE T ERPIERESEA

o
—

concept of

Hong Kong, it

and it is consistent with its responsibilities for the Court of Appeal to

“civil disobedience”
defendant committed a crime
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The Court of Final Appeal yesterday ruled in favour of Joshua
Wong Chi-fung, Nathan Law Kwun-chung and Alex Chow Yong-kang
who appealed against their imprisonment verdicts, and sustained the
initial community service and suspended prison sentences for them.
They don't need to go back to prison to serve the remaining jail terms.

Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma Tao-li said in the judgment that the
is recognised in Hong Kong and if a

“driven by his conscience”

“sincere beliefs” , the court could take into consideration his “motives
" . Chief Justice Geoffrey Ma also pointed out that it was appropriate for
the Court of Appeal to say that, in the circumstances now prevailing in
is now necessary to emphasise deterrence and
punishment in large scale unlawful assembly cases involving violence,

provide guidance for sentencing matters.

The Court of Final Appeal eventually ruled to sustain the initial
sentences on the trio as in their cases it is not clearly shown that
imprisonment sentencing is the “only choice” , but also pointed out that
in future all cases involving violence and large-scale unlawful assembly
will be dealt with following the Court of Appeal's new sentence

guidelines.

The ruling delivers such a message: although the behavour of Joshua
Wong Chi—fung and the other two was violent, it was not necessary to
imprison them. But similar cases in future will be given imprisonment

sentences following the guidelines set by the Court of Appeal.

In regard to this ruling by the Court of Final Appeal, the Department of
Justice issued a statement last night, pointing out that
defendants were charged because of their acts, not their beliefs, in
forcing their way into the Forecourt of the Central Government Offices,
resulting in the injuries of 10 persons.”
the Court of Final Appeal's clarification that similar cases in future
involving violence, even a relatively low degree, will not be condoned

and may justifiably attract sentences of immediate imprisonment.

The Department of Justice reiterates in its statement that Joshua
Wong and the other two were convicted not because they exercised their
civil liberties, but because of their disorderly, intimidating, or provocative
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No society which truly respects the rule of
law would allow the use of violence
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conduct at the time which constituted the offence of unlawful assembly
and contravened the law. The incident involved violence and “no society
which truly respects the rule of law would allow the use of violence.”

Having convicted Joshua Wong and the other two defendants after
trial, the Magistrate Court initially sentenced them to community service
order and suspended imprisonment respectively. Not satisfied, the
Secretary for Justice appealed against these sentences, and the Court of
Appeal sentenced them for immediate imprisonments. The Court of Final
Appeal yesterday ruled to sustain the original sentences. From a judicial
viewpoint, this case is closed, and will not be contested.

However, society and citizens may hold a different view. On that day
when the incident happened, Joshua Wong, Nathan Law and Alex Chow
took the lead to climb over the fence to force their way into the Forecourt
of the Central Government Offices, and also called through loudspeakers
other participants in the assembly to join their action. As a result they
were charged for taking part in or inciting others to take part in the
unlawful assembly. Such facts were clearly presented in the trials at

three levels.

This proves the particulars of offense are solid and

conclusive, and it is beyond doubt that they must be subject to

criminal liability.

The community service order

and suspended imprisonment

sentences initially given to the trio by the judge at the Magistrate Court
had caused an uproar in society. The Secretary for Justice later appealed
against the sentences and the original verdicts on them were changed to

imprisonment.

Various social sectors all regarded the imprisonment

sentences reasonable and legal, which the trio deserved and which also
delivered a clear message to society. But the Court of Final Appeal

yesterday

disobedience”

won't be shaken.

Sl o A3 el 1 e SOty

barkers are no biters ( KA MIEEFE B A
) ~ Dogs that bark at a distance bite not
at hand ( 7EBRMIEE RSN TS B
) °

Better be the head of a dog than the
tail of a Tion © EIEEE [SEAEH > 3
WEE) - HarSCEER [ERHEH - T
Aot | BRSEEMR - HORERE/ N
FrEEEHEECME - BIEEEAS
TR - W A A BE -

Be like a dog with a bone : EHiEL
[ —ER A EENR | EEETE

s — RE GBI ; AR AE—E
NBFAEAERR - BRI
BRTF -

Yellow dog : HifE [#HW] @ |

FETIMA TGS TEHWTA - HE
R 45 B ER g BRI B AN > 4 2 Al
politicians are yellow dogs that can't be
trusted ( B 2HE T REAELE B H w2
AN

To put on the dog * BEHEIG S B A
F o RIE100Z 0] » RE—LEHEA
GRS SR E —EMH RN
ERE - ERFH B REE2AEME o
put on the dogiE — VAR ST b 72 2%
Fo

To go to the dogs : B ER K
T BRI E DB B o a0
Many people think this country's going
to the dogs (#F2% NFREIE B IELAE
B ) o

“let bygones be bygones” , stressing that there was no clear
guidelines for courts before the trio's case to
in unlawful assembly and violent behaviour and letting
the trio go. Citizens have no choice but to keep this for future reference
and see how similar cases will be dealt with. Citizens respect judicial
independence but more hope the role of judiciary and rule of law as a
pillar for stabilising society and distinguishing between right and wrong

“weigh” “civil
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WORDS AND USAGE

In favour of sb; in sb's favour (idiom)

o On the side of, as of a legal ruling. ( &#F » HFIH)

Examples:

1.Most analysts expect the lawsuit to be decided in

favor of the plaintiff.

2.The court ruled in Mrs Adams' favour.

Be consistent with sth (phrase)

If a fact, idea, etc. is consistent with another one, it

seems to match it. ( fF& + #-----—%)

Examples:

1.These results are consistent with the findings of the

previous tudy.

2.Her injuries are consistent with having fallen from

the building.

Condone (verb)

To accept or allow behaviour that is wrong.

(B4 BA)

Examples:

1.1f the government is seen to condone violence, the

bloodshed will never stop.

2.By his silence, he seemed to condone their

behavior.

Contest (verb)

e |f you contest a formal statement, a claim, a judge's
decision, or a legal case, you say formally that it is
wrong or unfair and try to have it changed.

(B8 > F5t)

Examples:

1.His children are contesting the will.

2.We will certainly contest any claims made against

the safety of our products.

Be subject to sth (idiom)

e Affected by or possibly affected by something.
(& Xl ER &%)

Examples:

1.Anyone caught trespassing is subject to a $500 fine.
2.If only law-enforcement officers were subject to

criminal liability while others were not, this would be

unfair to the officers.
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