2018%7A4H EH=

KT IR

EERE 50 MBRE XiRE: EER

> BEFmRA
B 4E BE R (
BiE ) FABE
ZEERER
&% (A& ) 18
g N A
XBEHEI
(RIH )

L LILZGT WU VINE L CI‘L‘I,}“H]}'

23-6-2018

BE I BAA

R/ > TALLAF g
TR -
BAM KA - /N

& KR53 [F] 2247 & e
B MR ARGERRITBIFRA B > 3
et > PRV BRI EEAENEE, o
BESEE LRGN R
FLE AR - EREREFE & TR
fig - HE [EEEE ~ KETF - ks
B~ REWIE - PAELRE - |
FRARF A Rt [ A% B [
K]S RIS - RRERE

2 A IR AR o
L [RETFE - AR Y
FEBRABE T -

FAENI AT - FEEABE T —RIZE
B o WA+ 808 - SR TAE+Z/NE
 AEEERBEY—ZE0= - EEFRH
FIRIE - HERA AU IEERIRE % 08 -
7 ERRF R TAE - A E R LI RAT
RENERS » BB o B - B+ ikE
HERA

FASS S AR A AR, [
iz - MRGT FEATERER | B BRI
HESFIR - tATSER B E - R
BIEME - B4 > THE—HEM [JiEE
HRES e | RSRETE (R EOEEE
SRFSERIE - R EER A -

HAEARBER - NRERES - HEK
BB IR e — L g - T —Y
BB R R & % - g2 IR EHEE L
& > FEGREHEE

EE RPN AR EEACZE R IR - (B
BT BN ERIREE TR e 2
g 5 TR — MR 2R BE O R A R AT IR &
5 REA BRSO — (2 TR

B/ NI TEEE - BORESUR A » TR
B1% » B EHEALA N [l -
)T wREkIRR ] - B B AR S H Y
Jik B o

FA TR ALY SR - A SR
A PEEEAREE RIS HEBRRE
Y EAREEHE B - A GREE
Y -

FHBE 0 [#] A S
wl o ISR EIE R o K
Lrgs-

h

HICEELE S 1% - BMERIR BB
ERFEACEARIR - B RERER
HiRRE—H - TR A A ISR, o

BATARARSE SR ACHIEER - SRR
WA BERIES - BLER TR AR
B o FACEN T RIRF i - BONAHAHAEH &
FAGRIR » (P BEBAR A IR RRAD - (B2 SR
SEXRFERE TIF - RN A RERTG
fLEELE A 2R -

BB BABARMERERS [dr |
BRI - ATLA—RAEKIRAT © BIERE
BB - BB R HIE 15 B SR A
JRFIRE o

B—ERE - [#] @@ - a0
RAMUEELH  ERETEE -

WSS A AL > FTARE 226
AL > RACEEER [ThRF] - B
BT—880% - —8RKH > HABE

BERISEFBAL

BAMHAHRE R X EAE
fE%H » BREROALTS
HET D REBRIEMNE - SGEERA
BAHRE - LR - B—ARE 0 T
AFEET | BTEEHRBECRET 1B
THHLFAIA - ARERAE —ERESR
B8 [SPApriEE] -

KR RXTEFRUEER - BHR
E At T 2 RO - (HRAR— I
BRI - MRS B - IR
SERELAVIHER: - Tl im0 ACHE
A IR AR - AR - ThE
B O - I BT DR 2 S 1
SRME - AR - BT T B
FEVRRR L o AR AR LT
B R LIRS - RBHEIRIEET
A8 AR N B SR ACHE N IR
PRI ©

ERFHGREF/NG - BRURAERE RS
SIS - PRt BEEREIZEEEE -
FIZERERAF - I IRRERE - /T
JifE > BRI - BATRE AT EIIT AR
Ve - AR A VR - BFIRA—
EARHR ~ BHMIEE » FACH R
 JFREERAEGIUK - ML B EHIR
S - GR  REERE R A
HABRILE - H—% - BEEXHEHEN
LRI R EREE - BERAE L

TR NEEKE  BREEEA [ &
HEPRM | AREREZNIBIE - B G
IRTTEHEAN T - & Al R T 75 SR AN
PRIRF > BONTARLAR #0 & f fh(F EU R4
EHIR o BONHAAAAE/NRFI - B Ui
P RXFEHE 2B - FIFROEHE
AR SZ R ER BT BRI DL

RAHBEER - TAERER o [42%
CFEROLH > N R AL R
e [TF] o HRBAENKRSPZE—
i [BEA# ] WET  BREEHE T
P BESBIIMER XK EBFIER > Tl
IR AR LA EE - Tl B3
ERE T ER LR ERER - R GIEE
EBRIRNA - JES B E X RIERRAY
T -

el [FESRSEXREE ~ HAVSERRA ) -
KEHIE AR BRTFL 0 T
PRI BIUSE - RHE A BT BRI
1o

%4 il
Love Is All Around
i B4l

y L

/

The way my

| llfdk‘l!lil_lls_" eI ummuny

23-0-2018

AEBEHEBX
It EEZEE
EEEE (8
k) MMEER
A RE
Yonden Chatoo
(gi4& ) fEEE
HmAFRABAREX
% B Dawn Yu
Aquino ( BIH )

7E : Dawn Yu Aquino

As a precocious child
straddling two cultures in
the Philippines, the concept

of filial piety took root at a
very tender age, planted with care by my
Chinese father and Filipina mother, by
relatives and well-meaning friends, by
media, the school, state, Church and every
other person | crossed paths with.

[t's a concept and societal norm most
Asians grow up and live with, yet some
struggle to grasp its significance. Others
debate its value and a few disown it
altogether. For me, it is like a second skin,
as natural as breathing, as important as
eating, as essential as drinking.

My earliest memories of filial piety
were about food. As a family who loves to
cook and eat, mealtimes were (and still are)
sacred. My mother would serve all of
Papa's favorite dishes, and while they
offered us kids the choicest bits, we
always declined, offering them back to our
parents, who of course also declined,
thereby leaving us with that coveted
drumstick or mouth—watering piece of
beef tendon. Why the merry—go-round
when in the end, the kids get to eat the
favored parts anyway? To teach us to
always offer something —whether our
service, time, or the premium portion — to
our elders. To instill the value of deference,
to show that we respect what they like
and, as we leave our childhood behind, we
watch as the elders graciously learn to
accept our offerings. We then play the
same merry—go-round with our own
children.

The way my Papa treated his mother
and his childhood nanny (my Amah and
Apo, respectively) were perhaps the
greatest examples of filial piety |
encountered as a child. His attitude
certainly made a deep and lasting
impression. He was the fifth among six
siblings, one of three boys, and the
preferred charge of Apo, who spoiled him
and taught my mother all her secret
recipes for his childhood favorites. These
dishes were prepared with immense
natural talent and love by an illiterate
person, and the precious recipes have
since been passed on to me, painstakingly
written down by my mother from
observation and memory. Apo joined my
Amah's household as a young girl, and
typical of the heart-breaking separation
stories of that time, she has no recollection
whatsoever of her own family, her date of
birth or real name, and my Amah's family
became her own.

Papa took care not only of Amah's
needs but Apo's as well, taking her to see
the doctor, checking up on her, keeping her
company and arranging her funeral when
she eventually passed away. Her ashes are
in  my family's columbarium space,

because in that way she will always be
remembered, visited and honored, a
cherished part of our clan. She never

married and treated us all like her own
grandchildren.

Today Papa is the ripe old age of 75,
strong in bearing but slow in walking, hard
of hearing yet still mentally sharp. He
pushes his arthritic older brother's heavy
wheelchair whenever they eat out at the
mall, despite his own decreased pace and
energy level.

These everyday examples of deep-seated
love and respect for elders is something |
witnessed and experienced firsthand, and
it is second nature for me to take older
people's hands and place them on my
temple as a sign of greeting, to
acknowledge parents of friends old or new,
to offer the best and most comfortable
seats to the elderly, whether strangers or
not; to help open doors, carry packages,
support the wobbly senior crossing the
street or getting in and out of a bus.

For my husband and |, supporting and
caring for our parents and elderly relatives
as they age, whether physically, financially
or emotionally, is a non-negotiable, "no
arguments please" fact of life. We will do it
gladly, openly and generously, as they have
done for their family members before them.

My kids, however, are growing up in
twenty—first century Hong Kong, a bustling,
pressure—cooker metropolis, which, like
most cities in this day and age, is beset
with  modern—day ills. Without their
grandparents or elderly relatives constantly
surrounding them, | know as parents we
have to double up our efforts and impress
in them how crucial this virtue is, as a way
of maintaining harmony and balance in
society, as the transformative power that
smoothens out the rough edges of family
life, and to complete the circle of give and
take. | strongly believe that an atmosphere
of mutual respect and consideration
prevents many a family's contentious
debates.

When my modern-day kids do simple
things such as follow their grandparents
around to make sure they don't lose their
balance and fall, hold their arms as they
cross the street or climb the stairs, offer
them something to drink, get their meals at
a buffet line, give them priority seating,
listen to their stories, no matter how boring
or bizarre; when they show respect for
elderly strangers, or tell us how they will
care for us when they reach adulthood, |
know we have taught them well. When my
young son carefully and lovingly placed a
basket of flowers at the gravesite of my
Amah, someone he never met, and
deferentially bowed his head, sitting
patiently under the scorching sun while the
adults said their prayers, | know there is
hope yet.

Hope that filial piety, this bedrock of
society, this seemingly alien concept for a
lot of youngsters nowadays, will eventually
become second skin-as natural as
breathing, as important as eating, as
essential as drinking.
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