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HKSAR passport's prestige and status
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must not be wavered

State Councilor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi yesterday attended a
symposium on the international situation and China's diplomacy in 2018
and delivered a speech, in which he said: "We are constantly concerned
with the safety and well-being of each of our compatriots abroad. The
Chinese side is not going to sit and watch indifferently at reckless
harassment against Chinese citizens and violation of their legal rights, but
will do everything in our power to defend their legal rights and interests
so as to get back the fairness and justice due to the world."

Such words by Foreign Minister Wang have struck a responsive chord
and aroused deep feelings in the hearts of all Chinese nationals. Gone
forever are the days when Chinese citizens abroad had no one to turn to
but were helplessly bullied. Today, when a Chinese citizen is treated
unfairly or met with misfortune, the Motherland will attend to it and
lend a helping hand to deal with the problem. Hong Kong citizens
living under "one country two systems', since Hong Kong's return to the
Motherland, have well learned this from their personal experience.

However, when various sectors are concerned with Meng Wanzhou not
being treated fairly and humanely in Canada, some people in Hong Kong
are making an issue out of Ms. Meng holding three HKSAR
passports and taking the opportunity to sow discord between Hong Kong
and the Mainland and attack the SAR Government. Yesterday, the Neo
Democrats, carrying big models of the HKSAR passport, went to protest
at the Immigration Department and demand an explanation. The Apple
Daily published an editorial to assert that the SAR Government had "lost"
the autonomy in passport issuance and immigration affairs, and even
drag in the denial of work visa to Victor Mallet, a vice president of FCC,
and so-—called "ceding territory to make co-location arrangement" at the
West Kowloon terminus of the [Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou -
Shenzhen - Hong Kong] Express Rail Link to sling mud.

As a matter of fact, regarding the issue of Meng Wanzhou holding more
than one SAR passport, Secretary for Security John Lee Ka-chiu had
already made an explanation the day before yesterday. The secretary
pointed out that anyone can only be issued a valid SAR passport, and the

Immigration Department will issue a new passport to replace the old one
when a citizen changed his/her personal information, or his/her passport
is about to expire, running out of pages or damaged. In handling a
passport replacement, immigration officers will ask an applicant to
surrender his/her SAR passport and cancel it, before giving him/her a new
passport with a new serial number. If the old passport contains a valid
visa, despite its cancellation, an HKSAR passport holder will have to
produce it and the new passport together to show he or she has a valid
travel document as well as a valid visa for the immigration officials of a
particular country to check.

Many citizens may believably have experienced what Secretary John
Lee explained. Therefore, it is not necessarily illegal for a person to hold
more than one HKSAR passport, and it is far—fetched to relate this to the
SAR Government's rights to handle immigration affairs and issue
passports.

Chief Executive Carrie Lam Cheng Yuet—ngor yesterday also clarified the
issue in response to media inquiry. What she said is no different from
what Secretary John Lee had said. Yet it is very timely and necessary for
the CE to make a solemn statement.

As the CE said, following adopted practice, the SAR Government would
not comment on individual immigration case, including the case of Victor
Mallet. But the situation this time is obviously different and more serious
in nature. If the SAR Government failed to clarify in time why Meng
Wanzhou holds three HKSAR passports, the issue definitely would be
"politically exploited" by the opposition and foreign anti—China elements to
smear "one country two systems” and damage the HKSAR passport's
prestige and status. If the HKSAR passport's reliability is damaged just
slightly, visa—free treatment given to HKSAR passport holders by over
160 countries and regions will become shaky. The consequence could be
very serious. If Hong Kong's opposition continues to use Meng
Wanzhou's passport issue as an excuse to attack the SAR Government,
stir up trouble and hold a candle to the devil, then its motive is execrable.
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WORDS AND USAGE

Attend to sth/sb (phrasal verb)

®To deal with something or help someone.

Examples:

1.We still have a number of other matters to attend
to.

2. Please take a seat and I'll ask someone to attend to
you.

Give/lend (sb) a (helping) hand (idiom)

oTo help someone. ((EB) » BHIEF)

Examples:

1.These tax cuts will give industry a helping hand.

2.Lend your mother a hand in the kitchen, will you?

Make an issue (out) of sth (idiom)

® To argue about something or treat it as important
when it is not, especially when this annoys other
people. (/NEKRME » EEHE)

Examples:

1.1t seemed silly to make an issue of such a trivial
matter.

2.There's nothing wrong with your hair, so stop
making an issue out of it.

Drag in (phrasal verb)

® To start talking about something that is not
connected with what you are discussing and that
other people do not want to talk about.
( (5embs ) BERERAL)

Examples:

1.He seemed determined to drag in irrelevant details
about my personal life.

2.We were able to stick to the main issue without
incidental grievances being dragged in.

Sling/throw mud (at sb) (idiom)

®To publicly say false or bad things about someone in
order to harm that person's reputation.
(7588 TRR)

Examples:

1.The paper became famous for throwing mud at
movie stars.

2.The candidates started slinging mud (at each other)
early in the campaign.
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