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Side Collision of two trains is the worst

accident in MTR ' s 40-year history

Since the MTR started operation four
decades ago, the first serious accident of
side—impact collision by two trains has
happened! When the MTR was testing its
new signal system vyesterday morning, a
rare accident of one train hitting the middle
of another occurred. As a result, three
carriages were badly damaged and two
drivers injured and taken to hospital. The
derailed train could not be removed in time
so services between Admiralty and Central
Stations on the Tsuen Wan Line remained
suspended the whole day. During the rush
hours many commuters had to take other
means of transport. Ferries and buses
became all crowded. The government pays
great attention to the incident, demanding
the MTR Corporation to conduct a thorough
investigation into what caused the accident.
The MTR Corporation said it would work the
whole night to remove the wrecked trains.
Due to enormous difficulties in the due
process, progress is expected to be slow
and services between Admiralty and Central
Stations on the Tsuen Wan Line may not
possibly be resumed this morning. Commuters
going to work will still be affected.
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Charge likely to increase to $1 in review on Environmental Levy
Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags in middle of this year

Levy on plastic shopping bags, popularly known as "50
cents", has been in place for nearly 10 years. Secretary
for the Environment Wong Kam-sing yesterday said that
the government was considering to conduct a review on
the scheme from two aspects, including to increase the
charge from 50 cents to $1 and to narrow the scope of
waiving the tax on certain plastic shopping bags. Public
consultation would start in the middle of this year the
soonest to listen to opinions of the industries concerned
and the public.

Attending a public function yesterday, Wong Kam-sing
said he was happy to see the effect of Environmental
Levy Scheme on Plastic Shopping Bags which has been
introduced nearly 10 years ago. At present, of the plastic
products dumped in landfills, plastic bags account for the
most, far more than plastic bottles and disposable plastic
tableware. At the initial stage of carrying out the levy
policy, plastic bags from supermarket had been reduced
by 80 to 90 per cent. Yet "it seems Hong Kong people
need to be reminded again’, so a review on the levy on
plastic shopping bags will be conducted in the middle of
this year or in the third quarter. A8, 18 March 2019
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WORDS AND USAGE

Side(-impact) collision (phrase)

® Vehicle crashes where the side of one or
more vehicles is impacted.

(BImaEeE - HAEEL )

1.Side—impact collision can be more dangerous
than head-on or rear—end crashes.

2.The consequences of a side—impact collision
can be costly for victims and family members.

Derail (verb)

e |f a train derails or is derailed, it comes off
the railway tracks. ( ( KEE ) fR#h )

1.Fortunately the train was not derailed and
no one was injured.

2.Several people were injured today when a
train was derailed.

Means of transport/transportation

(phrase)

® Any vehicle that you can travel or carry
goods in. (XBIH )
(& & N2 fEtransport tools )

1.MTR is the most popular
transport in Hong Kong.

2.They didn't provide me with any means of
transport.

Levy (noun)

®An amount of money, such as a tax, that you
have to pay to a government or organization.
(&)

1.Police forces receive 49 per cent of their
funding via a levy on the rates.

2.They imposed a five per cent levy on alcohol.

Lease sth from sb (phrasal verb)

oTo rent something from someone. ( 85 )

1.The company always leases its cars from
the dealership.

2.We decided to lease the building from the
owner rather than buying it.

means of
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First water pipe housing project to be
built in Tsuen Wan

Hong Kong's first project of "water pipe flats"
will be built on a vacant seaside site in Tsuen
Wan. Yan Chai Hospital plans to lease the site
from the Lands Department for five years to
place about 110 to 130 "water pipe flats" on it.
These will be used as transitional housing with a
unit to accommodate one to four persons. They
will be rented out at below-market rentals to
families or individuals that have been on the
waiting list for public rental housing (PRH) for at
least three vyears, or to current grass—roots
tenants in  inadequate housing such as
partitioned flats. Priority will be given to Tsuen
Wan residents. The length of tenancy for these
"water pipe flats" will be no less than two years.
Some 250 to 300 persons could be accommodated
if all of such units are rented out, and 500 to 700
persons will be benefited during the whole
period of five years [of the land leasel.

Water pipe flats are built making use of
available giant underground water pipes. The
water pipe flats to be built by Yan Chai Hospital
under its pilot community housing programme
consist of two types — Opod and Boxpod. The
project is located in the junction between Hoi
Kok Street and Hoi Hing Road in Tsuen \Wan.
The planned use of the site is open space. The
site is at the seaside near the Tsuen Wan Road
flyover. Nearby are industrial buildings.

A10, 19 March 2019
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