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& 5@ (pronouns: |, me, my, mine,
myself, he, him, his, himself, she, her,
hers, herself, you, your, yours, yourself/
yourselves, etc. ) 2—{ERELFEHE » 2E
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Carlo saw Clara, and he waved at her.
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There were six new confirmed cases of
[Covid—19] infection in Hong Kong
yesterday. The situation is seemingly
easing but in reality there are dangerous
undercurrents. In the past week, a
pandemic rebound has been witnessed in
various places in the world. India alone has
reported one million new cases in three
days. In face of the new situation, the SAR
Government must do a good job to
prevent the virus from entering the
territory from other places and adjust the
anti—epidemic policy to prevent cases of
infection with new variants of the virus
from rushing into Hong Kong.

Supposedly, the global anti—pandemic
situation should have hopefully been
turned around following such a hard
battle for such a long time. However, from
Europe, South America to South Asia, new
confirmed cases are increasing at an
astonishing rate. India even breaks the
world record in four consecutive days,
with nearly 17 million cases of infection in
total reported so far. India's healthcare
system is on the verge of collapse, and so
many people died of the disease that the
country's crematoriums are overwhelmed.
Yet the situation there is still expected to
worsen in the coming week. Not only in
India, in other countries such as Germany,
Turkey and France in Europe, Argentina
and Columbia in South America or Japan in
Asia respectively, the number of infected
cases also sets a new high in months.

Obviously, there is a new wave of
outbreak sweeping the world. Hong Kong
could possibly be affected simply out of a
slight carelessness. Hence more strict
measures must be considered particularly
to prevent the virus from coming in from
other places. In response to the changing
pandemic situation, the SAR Government
has suspended flights from India, the
Philippines and Pakistan in different
periods of time. But the situation may
change in a sudden, so adopted policies
must not stay in a rut. Rather initiatives
must be taken by thinking one step ahead.

A vital factor in this regard is that the
‘circuit breaker" must be adapted to make
targeted restrictions on [visitors from] new
high-risk places. The existing practice is
that if five or more arrival passengers from
a location test positive with the N501Y
mutant strain of the coronavirus over a
period of seven days, then all inbound
flights from the location will be banned for

14 days. As pointed out by public opinion,
would it be too late until there are five
cases of infection with the mutated virus
strain? Should it be tightened to three
cases? Tightening the measure may affect
business personnel exchanges between
Hong Kong and other places, but
indecision may have even more serious
consequences. On the other hand, since a
case of infection with the viral variant
found in a local community might come
from a quarantine hotel, it had better
consider lower the occupancy density of
hotels or make differentiation arrangements
for passengers from different countries
given their different degree of risk.

As long as the pandemic situation is not
brought under control, there cannot
possibly be economic recovery. Financial
Secretary Paul Chan Mo-po pointed out
yesterday that, supported by improving
overall environment, Hong Kong's exports
have been gaining ground for four
consecutive months with growth rising to
37.5 per cent in the first two months of
this year. And he expected similarly strong
figures for March, which will be unveiled
tomorrow. But the tough situation in India
indicates that the global Pandemic is
unlikely to come to an end in a short
period of time, and economic recovery
may well be put off. One must not
become too optimistic in this regard.
Right now, in addition to taking strict
precautionary measures and speeding up
universal vaccination, Hong Kong also
needs to consider how to boost the "small
circulation" of the domestic economy.

At present, many anti—epidemic
measures seem to be independent of
each other in implementation. There is a
lack of integration. For instance, the
LeaveHomeSafe app is just to record a
user's whereabouts. With just such a
single function, its effectiveness falls
short of expectation. Now it is time to
consider giving it an upgrade, such as
adding into it the wusers' vaccination
records and notifications of government's
anti—epidemic policies, so that it could
function like some "peace—of-mind code"
to facilitate citizens' getting around and
boost domestic consumption, as well as to
prepare for reopening border checkpoints
with the Mainland or Macao.

Preventing the coronavirus from
entering the territory is the biggest
challenge right now, while orderly relaxing
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Using they/them as singular pronouns

1) They are my students, and these
excellent assignments are theirs. | hope
they were completed by themselves. |
like all of them and their assignments.
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2 ) Someone left their books in the
classroom. Please let them know where
they can get it.
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3) They will not be the first or last
person who gets themself involved in an
identity theft case.
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Adjisting prevention and control meastres n good ime as the Pandemic runs Wild I foreign countris

internal anti—epidemic measures is a
necessary move for Hong Kong's economy
to bottom out. Only by pro-actively
making policy adjustments can we seize
opportunities in good time to defeat the
disease.
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WORDS AND USAGE

* Rush into (sth) (phrasal verb) -

To enter some place hurriedly or quickly.

(&> JBA)

Examples:

1. Cold air rushed into the car as | opened
the window.

2. The firefighters rushed into the burning
building.

¢ Turn around (phrasal verb) -

to stop being unsuccessful and to start

being successful, or to make something

do so. (4% » #4F)

Examples:

1. If the economy turned round the
government's authority would quickly
increase.

2. He was hired by the government to
help turn around the failing high—street
bank.

¢ (Stuck) in a rut (idiom) -

Too fixed in one particular type of job,

activity, method, etc., and needing to

change. ( BFRR » —AF%E )

Examples:

1. | need to change jobs — after 15 years
here | feel I'm stuck in a rut.

2. | had so many ambitions when | first
graduated from college, but now | feel
like I'min a rut.

e Come to an end (idiom) -

To stop or end:; to finish. (45X » 454 )

Examples:

1. I'm enjoying my English class, but it's
about to come to an end.

2. When the war finally came to an end,
Europe was in ruins.

¢ Get around (phrasal verb) -

To go or travel to different places. ( |E&E

E 0 MRAT)

Examples:

1. It's quite easy to get around Hong
Kong.

2. We often use public transport to get

around.
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Em » EAFARR S N EB R REAET It's a dog. BJRAE :

I AS eyl o It is a dog. ER2—E¥ °
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A brief history of singular'they"
https: //public.oed.com/blog/
a-brief-history—of-singular-they/
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