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Too early to talk about reopening border with Mainland
as vaccination rate in Hong Kong still too low

The epidemic situation in Hong Kong
tends to be stabilising day by day. There
has been no confirmed local infection case
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pace of vaccination becomes and the
higher the vaccination rate is, the sooner
the day will come for the border to reopen!

jump from 300 million to 400 million. This
is equivalent to over 10 million doses
administrated per day. "China speed" once
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for a few days in a row. This rekindles
citizens' hope about reopening Hong
Kong's border with the Mainland. Some
political parties also put forward concrete
suggestions in this regard. Hong Kong
people have been trapped in this city with
anxiety for nearly one and a half years, so
their eagerness to get out is utterly
understandable. The political parties also
make the suggestions out of goodwill. Yet
harbouring such a hope is one thing but
reality is another. Variants of coronavirus
are pressing on the borders of Hong Kong
and vaccination rate in the SAR is not ideal.

Under such circumstances, it may be too

early to negotiate with the Mainland on
reopening the border.

Only when there is no local infection
case in 28 days in a row can it be counted
as "zero local infection" in Hong Kong,
which is a precondition for reopening
border with the Mainland. Right now,

Hong Kong's record of "zero local infection”
is just for three consecutive days. Even if
the test on the four-year-old boy, who
was confirmed to be infected earlier, turns
out "true positive", Hong Kong can best be

said to have "no local case with unknown
sources of infection" for 26 days in a row,

which is a different conception from "no

local infection case in 28 days in a row".
[t is noteworthy that "zero local infection”

was set as a precondition for border

reopening when vaccines were still

unavailable. Now using "vaccine passports"

or 'vaccine passes" becomes a global

trend. So the benchmark for reopening the
Hong Kong—Mainland border should also
progress with the times to take account

of both [maintaining] "zero local infection"
and expanding vaccination coverage. Only

such a requirement is responsible for both
Hong Kong and the Mainland.

Over two million doses of COVID-19
vaccines have been administered to the
public in Hong Kong so far [till 21 May]. Of
the targeted population, 18 per cent have
received their first dose and 12 per cent
their second dose. There is still a long way
to go before a protective barrier can be
erected by getting at least 70 per cent
of the population vaccinated. A substantial
difference can be noticed when observing

how Hong Kong and Mainland residents
react to vaccination respectively. In the
cities or the
countryside, people are seen queuing to

Mainland, either in

get vaccinated. In the Mainland, with full

support of the people, it takes just nine
days for the number of doses injected to
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Betty Botter bought some butter,

But she said the butter is bitter,

If | put it in my batter, it will make my

batter bitter.

But a bit of better butter will make my

batter better,

So it was better Betty Botter bought a bit

of better butter.

again shocks the world.

Taking Shenzhen for example, over 10
million doses have been administered to
the public covering over seven million
people. Vaccination rate of the targeted
population there exceeds 53 per cent.
Some 420,000 doses are injected every
day. Moreover, in Shenzhen, people
working in relatively high risk sectors such
as cross—border vehicle drivers, medical
care personnel and workers in frozen food
processing industry have all been fully
vaccinated. It can be said Shenzhen is

streets ahead of Hong Kong in vaccination.

Hong Kong reopening border with the
Mainland is meant to reopen border with
Shenzhen in the first place. There may be
many reasons behind the great difference
in vaccination between these two cities,
but Hong Kong certainly can draw on
Shenzhen's experience. In Shenzhen, all
frontline persons are vaccinated with civil
servants taking the lead to set an example.
The municipal government has set up
several hundred venues and also
provided house-call injection services for
large enterprises and communities. All
these are very humane measures.
Furthermore, the Mainland and some
places in foreign countries have adopted
incentive mechanisms to encourage their
residents to receive vaccination, which is
worthy for the SAR Government to
consider and borrow.

Vaccination is key to walking out of
the epidemic nightmare. Without a
protective barrier erected, easing of the
epidemic situation is temporary, fragile and
unreliable. Taiwan's epidemic situation
getting out of control is a lesson we
must learn from. For Hong Kong, the good
news is that figures just released by the
Food and Health Bureau show the two
kinds of vaccines available are both safe
and reliable. A great amount of latest data
released in foreign countries also proves
the effectiveness of the made-in-China
vaccine, CoronaVac, is outstanding, and it
is expected to be ‘'approved" soon by
the World Health Organisation (WHO).
Publicising such information is of help to
dispel citizens' doubts and worries and
boost their eagerness to get vaccinated.

There is only one standard when fighting
the virus is concerned. In this regard there
is no such thing as "two systems". When
Hong Kong will be able to reopen its
border with the Mainland depends on
Hong Kong's anti—epidemic effectiveness
and vaccination coverage. The faster the
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WORDS AND USAGE

¢|n arow (idiom) -

If something happens several times in a

row, it happens that number of times

without a break. (148 > FRET)

Examples :

1. | can't believe you won ten games in a
row!

2. It is the sixth month in a row in which
imports have fallen.

¢ Take account of sth (idiom) -

To consider or include particular facts or

details when making a decision or

judgment about something.
(TR 1% BINFEREF )

Examples :

1. These figures do not take account of
changes in the rate of inflation.

2. A valuation of a smaller company must
take account of its potential as a
takeover target.

* Be streets ahead (idiom) -

To be much better or much more

advanced than another thing or person.

(BER 0 (B3E RUEEHRE) )

Examples :

1. Sheisstreetsahead of the other students.

2. The latest sales figures show that we're
streets ahead of the competition.

¢ In the first place (idiom) -

Used at the end of a sentence to indicate

what was true or what should have been

done at the beginning of a situation.
( (REAR) &% &)

Examples :

1. What brought you to Washington in
the first place?

2. | didn't care much for the job in the
first place.

¢ Get out of control (idiom) -

Lo Sstant 10 .. be Win_ an' Unruly8&or

unmanageable state or manner. ( %#% )

Examples :

1. The real estate market in this city is
getting totally out of control.

2. Forest fires can easily get out of
control.
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BREZMIBEEHITINEE o | always
hope my students can devote
themselves to self-education. And we
all  know that the most powerful
people are always the ones who never
stop learning.
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